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NPMAS Club Loaner

Telescopes
NPMAS members may use,
free of charge, for a one
month, one of the two club
telescopes available. For
more details, please contact
Gerry Kocken, Properties
Chair, at 920-336-8594.

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Weekend
by Wayne E. Kuhn

The weekend of
Friday, January 14
through Sunday,
January 16 was
our annual Camp
U - N a h - L i - Y a
Winter Weekend.
This club event is a
great time to get
away from the
hustle and bustle
of everyday life
(especially after
the holidays) and
enjoy the laid back
atmosphere of a
cabin in the north
woods. 

Eight NPMAS members took advantage of this year’s event. They were Ray Nancoz,
Steve Mofle, George McCourt, Wayne Kuhn, Don & Katrina DeWitt, and Gerry and
Jean Kocken. Friday night we gathered in our regular cabin and once everyone was
accounted for we went out to eat at the Lakeside Inn on Anderson Lake. After dinner
we retreated back to the camp. The rest of the night included some binocular
observing of comet Machholz, sitting by the cabin’s fireplace, and a few people
spending some time in the wood-burning sauna.

Gerry Kocken, our resident chef, served us omelets for Saturday’s breakfast. It was
incredibly good and got our day off to a great start. Then everyone split up to do their
own thing. Ray, Gerry and myself decided to brave the 15 below zero temperature and
do some sledding. We layered up and made the short trek to the sledding hill. After
only two trips down the hill we worked up so much body heat that we started peeling
some of those layers off. Ray even had steam coming off his head! 

While we were sledding, Don & George went out and proceeded to “install” several
Geo-Cashing targets on the Camp’s grounds. Later in the afternoon Gerry and I tried 
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Wayne and Ray enjoy the sledding hill at Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya.
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DCAS Monthly meeting
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Winter Star Party Begins
Florida Keys

February 9

Club meeting

February 26 

Start watching for Zodiacal
Light (2 week window)

Looking Ahead:

March 12

Messier Marathon

January Meeting Minutes 

by Amy Hannon-Drew

January’s monthly meeting combined the Holiday Party and a brief
business meeting. The party took place at the Rock Garden supper club
where we had a private room.  The menu consisted of a choice of three
entrees: Tenderloin, Chicken Oscar, or Salmon. About 27 club members
were in attendance. After dinner we held a brief business meeting to
update all on coming events. In January is the Camp Unie weekend on
January 16. After a quiet February, we have the Messier Marathon on
March 12. We may be changing the location so we will keep you up to 
date on any changes.  

On March 22 Gerry will be helping a Boy Scout troup at Beaumont School
in Green Bay earn an Astronomy merit badge. Please contact Gerry if you
can assist him in any way. April 9 is the Big Event for Little Kids at the Expo
Center. We will be doing solar observing again as well as participating
inside the event, more on that later. The NCRAL is being held on April 22-
23 in Door County. We are co-hosting the event with DPAS. Speakers for
the event include a radio astronomer and an astrophotographer. NASA
news was discussed as well. The Huygens probe will be landing on Saturn’s
moon Titan on the 14th. The Deep Impact probe was launched and will be
crashing on a comet! Mirror grinding class is still – well – grinding along.
Club members are at different stages, from polishing to rough grinding. We
are all hanging in there though, with the hopes of ending up with a
telescope made by hand!

Astronomy 

Photo of the Month

Winter Milky Way over the open roof 
of the Cedar Drive Observatory 

45 sec. on Fuji 800.
Pentax K1000 with a 50 mm lense set at f/2.8

Photo by Gary Baier
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NPMAS Board Meeting - January 24 

by Amy Hannon-Drew

We had a brief board meeting on Jan. 24 at Kocken & Associates.
There were some minor business issues to discuss; Gerry needed
signatory rights on the checking account. This has been taken care
of. Astronomy Day was the topic that got the most attention. The
museum was unavailable for April 16th, which left us with four
options. These included canceling, rescheduling for fall, scaling
down and having it at the museum a few weeks earlier (we would
have access to about half the space), or taking part in the Big Event
for Little Kids at the Expo Center. 

There was much discussion and a vote. We decided it might be fun
to try something new so we are going to combine Astronomy Day
with the Big Event. We will have a large space to work with (about
the same area as the three classrooms at the museum) and we will
have about 500 kids coming through our area. We will be discussing
this at the next meeting so we could really use your input!! The last
issue discussed was the fact that we have lost some members after
only one year of membership. We discussed the mentoring program
again but were unable to solve this issue.
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Scope Fix Update

by Kevin Nasal

Some of you may be curious to know how the
recent scope problems I had at the Kroes
Observing Weekend turned out.  The article “A
Humbling Night at the ‘Scope” in the Eyepiece last
month explains the issue pretty well.  If you’re
interested in knowing how it all turned out, please
read on.

At KOW, Gerry, Tony, and I had agreed that an
internal clock issue was possibly the cause of the
problem.  After Thanksgiving, Tony and I opened
up the bottom baseplate of the scope and removed
the internal battery that keeps time for the
computer.  It’s a 3V battery, but a quick check 
with a voltmeter showed it only had 2.9 volts.  
The reading on a new battery was 3.23 volts.  We
thought this could be contributing to my issues 
so we replaced the battery.  It was only 1 1/2 yrs
old, but who knows?

We then conducted a download of the latest
edition of the Meade Firmware for the LX200 GPS.
The scope was pretty up to date already, but a 
new version  had been released in October 2004.
Once correctly loaded, we powered up the scope
to see if the computer “remembered” what time
and date it was when I turned the scope on and
off.  Unfortunately it didn’t, so the fact that the
scope does not remember time from one powered
session to the next could indicate another issue, 
or it could be by design.  I’d be curious to know if
anyone out there has found the same thing with
their LX200 GPS.

It was raining steadily outside so I could not “op
test” the scope that night.  The next day, I
conducted the “Train Drives” routine, which was
recommended to me after downloading new
firmware.  Two nights later, we had clear skies so I
setup the scope.  I ran the scope through my
normal setup – I entered date, time and site and
went to an Auto Alignment.  Once again, the scope
pointed below the horizon, looking for Arcturus –
not good!  

I then shut it down and restarted it, but on a
hunch, this time I did not enter the site info, just
the date and time.  I ran it through the “Calibrate
Home” and “Calibrate Sensors” routines.  At the

Planet Watch 
For February

by Wayne E. Kuhn

Mercury is in superior conjunction on February 14th and is
not easy to observe this month. You may be able to glimpse it
very low in the west during evening twilight the last few days
of the month. It will shine at magnitude –1.5 and will be 5.0"
in apparent size.

Venus is not observable this month.

Earth’s Moon: Last Quarter Moon is at 1:27 AM CDT on the
2nd.  Moon reaches perigee (22,802 miles from Earth), on
the 7th at 4:00 PM CDT. New Moon is at 4:28 PM CDT on
the 8th.  First Quarter Moon is on the 15th at 6:16 PM CDT.
Moon reaches apogee (252,155 miles from Earth) on the
19th at 11:00 PM CDT. Full Moon is on the 23rd at 
10:54 PM CDT.

Mars moves from Ophiuchus to Sagittarius early this month
and rises about 2.5 hours before the Sun. It is very low in
the southeast at the beginning of morning twilight. Mars
will be in opposition later this year, which is the best time
to observe it. It shines at magnitude 1.3 and is 4.8" in
apparent size.

Jupiter is in Virgo, rises before 10:00 PM in the east and
stands about 30 degrees high in the southwest at the
beginning of morning twilight. On February 2nd it is
stationary and will begin retrograde (westward) motion. It
shines at magnitude –2.2 and is 40.6" in apparent size.

Saturn is in Gemini and stands about 50 degrees high in
the east-southeast at the end of evening twilight. It sets in
the west-northwest as morning twilight begins. It shines at
magnitude –0.2 and is 20.2" in apparent size. During the
first quarter of 2005, the tilt of the rings increases slightly
from 22.5 degrees to 24 degrees. It will then decrease to 
17.4 degrees by mid-October. 

Uranus is not observable this month as it is in solar
conjunction on February 24. 

Neptune is not observable this month as it is in solar
conjunction on February 3. 

Pluto is in the constellation Ophiuchus, shines at
magnitude 13.9 and is 0.1" in size.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Mirror Grinding Class
by Gerry Kocken

On December 21, we had our first mirror grinding session.
We assembled 12 turntables to be used for mirror grinding.
The turntables were pre-cut out using layers of 11/4"
laminated countertops donated by Commercial Interiors in
De Pere.  Don and Katrina DeWitt, Jim Vareka, Tim Olsowy,
and I were able set up an assembly line to screw the bottoms
together, drill the center hole, attach the bottom to the top
with bolts, center the mirrors, scribe the circle for the
mirrors, and drill holes around the perimeters for pegs to
hold the mirrors in place during grinding.  We were able to
complete the project by 9:00 pm.

We took off for the holidays and had our first official mirror
grinding ‘class’ on Tuesday night, January 4.  We set the class
schedule for every Tuesday night starting at 7:00 pm. We had
14 people attend and 8 mirrors to grind.  George McCourt
and Ron Parmentier were on hand to supervise the set-up
and monitor the grinding progress.  Gary Baier took photos.
We had Al Lawrence, Tim Olsowy, Dick Francini, Amy
Hannon Drew, Jim Vareka, Don and Katrina DeWitt, Bill and
Joe Walton, and Mike Monfils grinding mirrors.  Although it
took us a while to get things started, all went well and we
had a fun and educational evening.  The first thing was to
get set up and find a way of grinding or sanding the edges of
the mirrors down.  This was accomplished by mounting a
belt sander upside down in the vise with an emery cloth
belt.  People took their turn to grind down the edge of the
mirror.  This system was out of the ordinary and somewhat
unorthodox, but it worked.

After everyone was grinding, the
next stage was to monitor the
progress.  I used a drafting tool
called an ‘Acu-Arc’ to measure the
curvature of the mirror.  This
seemed to work out pretty well for 
a rough check of curvature and
smoothness.  George and Ron were
lending their keen eyes and
expertise in looking at the
smoothness, pits, and curvature 
of each mirror as they were
progressing.  We quit about 10:00
pm with cleanup afterward.

At our next class on January 11, the
grinding continued and everything
went as smooth as glass (pun
intended).  Steve Mofle showed up
with an extra 8" mirror, which he

Gerry Kocken checks a completed mirror with his “Acu-Arc”.
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had started some
time ago.  We had
13 people for
this session and
now 9 mirrors to
grind.  The Waltons
and Jim Vareka didn’t make it,
but Fran Monfils came with her husband Mike to lend a
hand.  Al Lawrence, being overly enthusiastic about
mirror grinding seems to be way ahead of the rest of the
class and is already using 220 grit.  George tested the
mirror and it should be about an f8.1 mirror.  He was
shooting for an f8.  Good job Al!  

George spent much of his time checking out mirror “f”
ratios in the other room.  He was using a focus method 
of using a flashlight and reflecting the light off the wet
mirror back to a white sheet and moving the sheet until
the light was in focus.  After a measurement, this
established the focal length.  Ron and I had a discussion
on melting the pitch and a method of establishing the
tool for final polishing.  The night went fast and everyone
seemed to have fun.

On January 18, we had our third class.  We had nine
people show up due to the predicted snowfall.  Our main

goal of the evening was to make a polishing tool for Al Lawrence.  This is the messy part.  We assembled all the
material, made a form, and melted the pitch.  With a lot of effort from Al, and direction from Ron, George, and Ted
Kordes who showed up to watch, and with some light hearted encouragement from me (if you know what I mean) the
polishing tool turned out great.  Don, Katrina, and Amy spent the time grinding their mirrors further.  Steve Mofle
worked on preparations for Astronomy Day.  Apart from harassing Al and building a form for his polishing tool, I
worked on fabricating some new replacement handles used for manual guiding a reflector telescope that I am in the
process rebuilding for St. Norbert College.

For the next meeting we expect
more grinding and polishing.  I want
to note that all club members are
invited to come out and join in this
educational and fun club event.
Again, classes are every Tuesday at
7:00 pm at Kocken & Associates
office located at 1519 Grant Street in
DePere.  The office is a mile west of
Highway 41 on the left hand side,
behind a white house.  The front of
the building is lit up at night with
spotlights.

Grinding Supplies

Turning the edge 
(yes, that’s a belt sander!)
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Astronomy articles usually chronicle that perfect
observing night, or bagging that especially
difficult challenge object, or maybe a review of a
new breakthrough piece of equipment designed
to make observing more fun. In a word, they talk
about successes. But we all know that astronomy
has more than its share of disappointments.
These start with when you get that first telescope
and your initial efforts to try and point it at
something (at anything), and they continue right
up to the present with the weather
disappointments regularly dished out by Mother
Nature. Unlike the usual positive articles, this is
about being unsuccessful and the sequence of
events that fouled up a potentially excellent
observing experience.

I had read an article in the November issue of Sky
and Telescope about a daytime occultation by
the crescent Moon of the planet Jupiter. This was
scheduled to occur on Tuesday morning
November 9. I had never seen this type of event
before, and decided that a daytime version would
be something really cool to see. From reading the
article by Robert MacRobert, I learned that it
would be a fairly difficult task to even locate the
dim crescent Moon against the bright blue
daytime sky. I decided I needed to call in the “big
guns” to accomplish this. I called Tony Kroes to
ask if he was available and interested in trying
this. As you all know, Tony is the owner of the
best “technology” in the club. Surely we would be
successful with all this high tech stuff at our
fingertips! We both had to work that morning,
but we felt we could get away early enough to
allow us to see Jupiter’s disappearance. We
planned to watch it on a monitor while Tony was
recording the entire event.

The article warns that, “The challenge will be
finding the Moon and Jupiter at all. Give yourself
plenty of time in advance to do this”. With that in
mind, the evening before the occultation, Tony
planned to get the camera set up, the cables
strung, and the scope focused, aligned, and
tracking.  

Scope Fix CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

end of “calibrate sensors”, a GPS “fix” (not an auto
alignment) was attained and this message flashed on
the Autostar.  Hmmm – looking better!  I then went into
an Auto Alignment and this time it picked Vega and
Capella  as alignment stars.  Now I was cheering up!  I
waited for that telltale beep, and the message
“Alignment Successful” came within seconds.  I was
very relieved.  I scrolled through my Autostar and asked
the scope to find Albireo, almost 90 deg from Capella.
The scope went right to it - I found it dead center when
I peered through the eyepiece.  Further tests on other
stars produced the same results – dead center slews.

Well, from now on, I will not enter my observing site
before the Auto Alignment and see how things turn out.
Most literature I’ve read (from OPT’s site on the LX200
GPS and the MAPUG user’s group for the LX200 GPS)
states it’s advantageous to enter the site ahead of the
GPS alignment procedure but it’s the only variable that
seemed to make a difference when I started up.  After I
found the alignment successful, I looked at the Autostar
and saw that it (correctly) “picked” my home site as the
observing location I was at.  Something caused that to
be chosen after the routine was run – I didn’t manually
enter it.  I seem to have a working scope again and will
let you know of anything else I find.  Thanks again to all
who assisted with suggestions, ideas, advice, and help
while I worked through this issue.

CAMP U-NAH-LI-YA  CONTINUED 

FROM  FRONT COVER PAGE

to do some solar observing using his 10" solar filter and my
Canon IS binoculars. One of us would hold the large solar filter
while the other looked through the binoculars. A very large
sunspot complex was visible and I decided to try and take a
picture of it. Gerry held the filter while I pointed my digital
camera and tried a few pictures. My first one showed a
reflection of myself with a small yellow dot on my forehead.
Unfortunately, even after moving the camera closer to the
filter and trying to use it in combination with the binoculars
none of the pictures were in focus. Afterwards I was able to get
in some cross-country skiing on a few of the many trails the
camp offers. 

On the menu for Saturday night was chili, once again
prepared by Gerry. After that a few of us went to a local pub
for a few drinks and a couple of games of pool. Then it was
back to the cabin’s fireplace, the sauna, and another look at
comet Machholz. Sunday we leisurely put our gear back into
our cars and headed back home. Hopefully a little more
relaxed than when we arrived, and definitely a lot happier. 

If you have never attended our “Winter Weekend” make a
mental note to give it a try next year!

Daytime Dilemmas
Dick Francini

The Saga CONTINUES in the March Eyepiece
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Gerry Kocken, President
gerryk@kockenwi.com 
(920-336-8594)
Ray Nancoz, Vice President
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(920-746-0428)
Dick Francini, Treasurer
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Amy Hannon-Drew, Secretary
momran2@yahoo.com
(920-499-0395)

Board Members:
Tom Cashman
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Don DeWitt  ddewitt@tds.net
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NPMAS Staff:
AL Awards Coordinator

Tom Cashman
ALCor Ron Parmentier 
Website Don DeWitt
Night Sky Network Katrina DeWitt

Gerry Kocken
Steve Mofle

Committee Chairs:
Program George McCourt
Membership Wayne Kuhn
Properties Gerry Kocken
Observatory Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach Katrina DeWitt
Messier Marathon Mike Monfils
Astronomy Day Amy Hannon-Drew

Lynn Ward
Club Picnic Katrina DeWitt
October Field Trip Katrina DeWitt

Ty Westbrook

NPMAS Board 2005 Committee
Chairs

NPMAS  Observing Sites

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.

Parmentier Observatory — largest private observatory in WI
housing a 30" classical Cassegrain. Members may view through the
30" or bring their own scopes and set up in the field below.
Observatory Number: 920-845-5626
Ron Parmentier Home: 920-336-5878

Crivitz Observing — private residence of Dave & Carol Jorgenson.
Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this
site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped
with electricity and a cabin is available for use. Call ahead to make
arrangements.
Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home: 715-757-3296

Cedar Drive Observatory — private residence of Tony Kroes and
Tara Adsit. Located in Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Call ahead to
make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home: 920-822-4959

Event News

by Anthony J. Kroes

As some of you experienced last year, a major schism in the Chicago
Astronomy Society (CAS) gave birth to a new event for astronomers:  the
Prairie Skies Star Party (PSSP).  For those of you that may not be aware of
the history, for 20+ years the CAS has hosted ‘Astrofest’, one of the biggest
star parties in our section of the county.  While the skies are not exactly
spectacular, they are fair, and around 1,000 people regularly show up for
the observing, contests, camaraderie, and above all – the world famous
‘Swap Meet’!

Recent trouble within the CAS regarding opinions about the party and the
place it was hosted gave rise to a split.  Last year the Astrofest supporters
moved their star party a few miles down the road to a new site.  Some of us
went to that event, and the party was pretty good (see our October issue)
with many improvements planned for future years.  What many people
didn’t know about was that the supporters of the ‘other side’ of the
Astrofest argument had their own star party a week or two before Astrofest.
They called it the ‘Prairie Skies’ star party, and hosted it on the same old
site that Astrofest used to use – “Camp Shaw-Waw-Nas-See.” I am not
aware of any club members that attended (speak up if you did!) but reports
I read about the party indicated that while attendance was small, the party
was good.

This year they are continuing the new PSSP tradition, and an initial
website has been created (you may have seen an email about this from our
President recently).  Check out www.prairieskies.org to get a glimpse of
what is in store.  Scheduled dates are 9/29 to 10/2, and more details about
the party will be posted to the site in upcoming months.  Keep it on you
radar for a great Fall event!  Astrofest is held just a few weeks earlier on 9/8
– 9/10 at the new site broken in last year at “Vana’s Farm.”

NPMAS
New Members

Update on new members to
NPMAS from December: 

Richard and Gail Sarnwick
426 S. Bartlett
Shawano WI 54166
715-524-4481
richard.sarnwick@thedacare.org

Gail and I live in Shawano.  We don't
currently own a telescope, but I
hope to do some shopping around
with the club members so that we
select the right scope for our needs.
We have a cabin and acreage way
way up in the UP.  Very far away
from any city, and I hope to see lots
of deep space objects from our
viewing area.    I am a family Doctor;
Gail works for the public schools,
though she did receive her degree in
Zoology at UW long ago.  Gail says
she is not very interested in viewing
right now, but I am hoping that once
she gets to see some things, her
interest will become magnified, so
to speak. Gail has taught science to
middle schoolers for many years.
We would be interested in coming to
night viewing parties.  I look forward
to meeting you and the other club
members!  

Dick Sarnwick
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