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NPMAS Club Loaner
Telescopes
NPMAS members may use, 
free of charge, for a one 
month, one of the two club 
telescopes available. For 
more details, please contact 
Gerry Kocken, Properties 
Chair, at 920-336-8594.

A Milestone for NPMAS 
by Dick Francini

At the August 9 meeting the club went over the 100 barrier in active membership for the first 
time. We were at 98 in the afternoon but I received a new membership form in the mail from 
Joel Prunity (#99). At the meeting that night, Bob Pries, who had attended a few previous 
meetings, decided to join making him our official 100th member (see the staged picture Ed 
took at Happy Joe's after the meeting). Making this story a bit more interesting is the fact 
that another new member, Shawn Beauparlant, gave me his new member form and check in 
the parking lot moments after Bob, making our total current membership 101.

I sent in our official roster to the Astronomical League last week and got back a positive 
response about our rapid increase in membership over the last year. We are up 24 members 
over the last year!!

Our club has never seen an increase like this before; we just hope we can provide you new 
members with a schedule of events that is interesting enough that you will be glad you 
joined. If we forget a few names along the way we apologize in advance, this is uncharted 
territory for us as well. My advise to all new members is to get involved as much as you can, 
and as much as you feel comfortable doing. Meetings and observing sessions at Ron’s or 
Tony’s are great ways to start.

I’ll ask a favor of all of the 
more veteran members, 
go out of your way to 
introduce yourself to the 
new faces in the group, 
there are a lot of them.

I’ll finish by asking a 
favor of the new members 
as well, don’t be shy, if 
you have any questions or 
suggestions please tell us. 
We want to make the club 
worthwhile and fun for all.

Congratulations NPMAS!
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New memberships  
to NPMAS between  
June and August:
Shawn Beauparlant 
1513 Cormier Rd.  
Green Bay, WI 54313 
920-265-4550 
LABSPB@yahoo.com

Brian Chopp 
1652 W. Main Ave., Apt. 10 
De Pere, WI 54115 
920-632-4447 
bchopp@new.rr.com

Paul and Pamela Joski 
1931 Wood Lane 
Green Bay, WI, 54303 
920-884-8718 
litmus0001@hotmail.com 
25X100 Binoculars 
Family membership with 
Paul, Pam, Joel, Erik

Bradley Koch 
449 Crest Haven Ct. 
Little Suamico, WI 54141 
920-826-6588 
BrdlyK@aol.com 
Celestron CGE 1400 

David Meneau 
8312 County Highway K 
Whitelaw, WI 54247 
920-682-5807 
dmeneau@tm.net 
Family membership with  
David, Tina, Seth, Derrick

Robert Pries 
203 Pecor St. 
Oconto, WI 54153 
920-834-5318

Joel Prunty 
5151 River Oaks Drive 
De Pere, WI 54115 
920-338-9119

New Member Info from Brian Chopp
How did you find out about the club? I found the club on line. I believe that I searched for 
astronomy clubs in the Green Bay area.
Do you own a telescope or binoculars? Yes.  I own two telescopes. One is a Discovery PDHQ 
10" Dobsonian. The other is an Orion Starblast. I also own a pair of Galileo 15x70 binoculars.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy? I’ve been interested in astronomy since the 
time I was young. I’ve been subscribing to Astronomy magazine for about 20 years now.  I 
recently moved from South Bend Indiana and was a member of their local club, the Michiana 
Astronomical Society, for about four years. I learned a lot from observing with other club 
members. I also enjoy volunteering for public observing events and showing others the Moon, 
planets, etc.
Do you have a favorite area in Astronomy (deep sky observing, planets, cosmology, etc)? Some 
of the objects I like to observer are the Moon, planets, globular clusters and open clusters. I 
enjoy reading most topics in astronomy but in particular I like reading about the life cycle/
mechanics of stars and the formation/evolution of galaxies.
What can you tell us about yourself? Who are the other members of your family?  I’m originally 
from Port Washington, WI but recently moved form South Bend, IN. I’m single, no children. My 
parents still live in Port. I have one sibling, Brad, who lives in Lake Mills, WI.
What would you like to get out of your membership? I’ve been interested in astronomy for 
quite a long time so it is nice to hang out with people with similar interests. I’m fairly new to 
observing so it is nice to observe with more experienced observers that can help me find objects, 
find my way around the sky and give me other observing pointers. At some point in the future I 
think I might like to try photography or possibly grind my own mirror.

May New Member Info from Lloyd Lorenz
How did you find out about the club? A friend sent me a link to the web site and newsletter.
Do you own a telescope or binoculars? Yes, a Celestron Nexstar 114 and a spotting scope.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy? Pretty much since childhood.
Do you have a favorite area in Astronomy (deep sky observing, planets, cosmology, etc)? 
Comets, planets, nebula, the ISS & iridium flares, meteor showers, eclipses.
What can you tell us about yourself? Who are the other members of your family?  I am computer 
tech at an electronic prepress house in Appleton. My other hobbies include woodworking, tool 
collecting, and playing too much World of Warcraft.
What would you like to get out of your membership? I want to learn how to use my telescope 
better, and have the opportunity to look through some other scopes. And share in the enthusiasm.

May New Member Info from Karin Flagel 
How did you find out about the club? 2nd Cousin Harald Schenk in Sheboygan, WI.
Do you own a telescope or binoculars? Yes, Galileo telescope.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy? I have always been interested, now I want to 
learn more about it.
What can you tell us about yourself? Who are the other members of your family?  I’m married, 
work full time as a Rural Letter Carrier, and I’m involved with music Green Bay Civic 
Symphony and Dudley Birder Chorale. Husband Ron, Mom Edith, Dad Hans, Brother and sister-
in-law Jeff & Laura live in Japan
What would you like to get out of your membership? ?   I would like to learn how to use my 
telescope, how best to look at the stars, to learn all the basics, learn to read the sky.

May New Member Info from Craig Siminski 
How did you find out about the club? I heard about it from a client.
Do you own a telescope or binoculars? No.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy? Since I was a teenager.
Do you have a favorite area in Astronomy (deep sky observing, planets, cosmology, etc)? 
Cosmology.
What would you like to get out of your membership? I’d like to get more familiar with the night 
sky (stars/planet/constellation locations/ etc.
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Meetings,  
Events & Star  

Parties

September 21-24 
Iowa Star Party   

September 21-24  
Astrofest 
10 miles W of Kankakee, IL 
Information at http://
chicagoastro.org/af/   

September 21-24
Illinois Dark Sky Star Party 
Springfield, IL

September 22-23   
Parmentier Observing Weekend 
(possible Crivitz test run???)

September 28 - October 1  
Prairie Skies Star Party 
near Bourbonnais, IL

Looking Ahead:

October 20-22 
Crivitz Observing Weekend 
(COW) Crivitz, WI 

October 27-28   
Public Observing Weekend, 
Danz Ave. Wildlife Sanctuary 

November 17-18    
Kroes Observing Weekend 
(KOW) Pulaski, WI

A Message from the Treasurer 
It is that time of year again when I send out a letter reminding you to write a check to 
NPMAS for 2007 dues.

You will be getting a form similar to the one on page 4 in the mail with a stamped 
envelop so you can return it to me. There is a slightly different form which will go to 
recent new members who don’t owe any dues at this time (this is stated in the dues 
section). Although you don’t owe any dues, we still want to give you the opportunity it 
order some stuff.

We have a number of new members, so I thought it might be a good idea to explain 
what we are trying to accomplish. We do membership and orders on the same form 
to make my job is a bit easier. The timing is due to the fact that many members’ 
magazine subscriptions run out with the December issue. If you have a magazine 
subscription which does run out at year end, please get your form and check back to 
me ASAP so I can renew your subscription without you missing any issues.

Look over the form for fictitious NPMAS member Ursula Major; as I give additional 
information about the items you can buy in the form. I also passed the items around at 
the last meeting and will try to do this again at the September or October meeting.

Please check the data base section to determine if the information we have is correct. 
Make corrections to any incorrect information (this is VERY IMPORTANT). Choose 
the type of membership, individual or family, and order whatever items you want. 

Send this form back to me in the supplied stamped and addressed envelop. Make 
checks out to NPMAS. I have tried to make this as simple and painless as possible. 

Thanks for your help in advance, 

Dick Francini , NPMAS (Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society) Treasurer

September 
meeting reminder 
by Gerry Kocken

The September NPMAS club meeting 
will be held at the Barlow Planetarium 
UW Fox Valley starting at 7 pm.  There 
is no meeting at the Neville Public 
Museum this month.

The planetarium program is ‘Navigating 
to the Southern Skies’.  This will entail 
a trip which involves watching the 
constellations change as you travel to the 
south, from Wisconsin to the Antarctica.  
We will have stops at some meteor 
craters along the way.  We will also  
visit the observatory stations at the  
South Pole.

This should be interesting.

Space History 
September 3 — 30th Anniversary (1976),  
 Viking 2, Mars Landing

September 6 — 10th Anniversary (1996),  
 Galileo, Ganymede 2 Encounter 

September 8 — 40th Anniversary (1966),  
 1st Star Trek Episode on TV 

September 12 — 40th Anniversary 
(1966), Gemini 11 Launch 

September 15 — 15th Anniversary 
(1991), UARS Launch from Space 
Shuttle Discovery 

September 22 — 5th Anniversary (2001), 
Deep Space 1, Comet Borrelly Flyby

September 23 — 160th Anniversary 
(1846), Discovery of Neptune 

September 28 — 35th Anniversary 
(1971), Luna 19 Launch
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Dear Ursula Major,

It is that time of year for me to send out the annual notice for membership renewals and for you to order magazines, observing 
handbooks, and calendars for 2007.

You can order either of two different calendars, the wall calendars or “The Year in Space” desk calendars. There was some 
confusion last year regarding these calendars, the “Year in Space” calendars are in a book form (as opposed to the normal wall 
type calendar) and have a space for notes for each day. They are about 75 pages and are in a binder. They are a great buy at 
the club price! The observing handbooks are a book which contains pretty much everything you can imagine about observing 
and astronomy. You can learn a tremendous amount about astronomy and observing from this book! It’s great reading for both 
beginners and veteran observers. 

Dues for 2007 have not changed from last year; they remain at $15 for an individual and $25 for families. We are keeping dues 
down by asking everyone to download the monthly newsletter from our web site (www.npmas.com). You will get a reminder 
each month that the newsletter is ready to download. The only copies being mailed are to those members with no emails. I hope 
this is working out well for everyone. Club membership benefits include attending our monthly meetings, the opportunity to 
attend scheduled monthly observing sessions at our member’s observatories, attending local and national star parties, and being 
a member of the Astronomical League. The Astronomical League sends out a quarterly newsletter and has developed numerous 
interesting observing programs (from beginner to expert level), to help guide you along the path of learning to become a better 
observer. I enjoy the programs because they force me to look at different things (as opposed to the same old favorites all the time) 
and also require me to record my observations. This is a great method to teach yourself to be a better observer, to see more detail 
in the objects you are observing. These programs are my favorite part of being a member in the Astronomical League. As a club, 
we would like to get more of our members involved in working on these programs.

Below is an order form that includes both membership renewal and a list of items you can order through the club at a reduced rate. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to update our database (especially email addresses).

Please check the listed address, phone #, and email address for accuracy. Please correct any errors on this form.

 (1)  Database section. Please check to see if this information is correct  
1234 Big Bear Lane 
Dark Skies WI 54321 
Phone # 123-4567 
ursulamajor@new.rr.net                                                                                                                                     

 (2)  Renewals and purchases. Please indicate your type of membership and the items you wish to order. 
Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Individual  @  $15  ___________  

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Family  @  $25  ___________   

 Magazine Subscriptions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Astronomy   $34  ___________  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sky and Telescope   $32.95  ___________

 Other  items 
2007 RASC Observing Handbook, # ordered ____ $17.50 each  ___________  
2007 RASC Wall Calendar, # ordered ____ $9.50 each  ___________  
2007 Year in Space Desk Calendar, # ordered ____ $11 each  ___________  

 Total Due for Membership and Purchases   $ __________

Please make checks payable to NPMAS and remit with this form using the self addressed envelope provided. 

Thank you very much for continuing your membership in the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. 

Clear skies and good observing!

Membership Renewal and Magazine Subscriptions Order Form
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Planet 
Watch For 
September
by Wayne E. Kuhn
Mercury is in superior 
conjunction on September 1, meaning it will 
not be easily observed this month. If you do 
manage to spot it, it will shine at magnitude 
-0.9 and be 4.9" in apparent size.

Venus is still in the morning sky but is 
sinking quickly into the sun’s glare and will 
be lost by mid-month. It shines at magnitude 
–3.8 and shrinks to 10.0" in apparent size.  

Earth’s Moon: Full Moon (largest of 
2006) is on the 7th at 12:42 PM. Moon is 
at perigee (221,938 miles) on the 7th at 
9:00 PM. Last Quarter Moon is on the 14th 
at 5:15 AM. Moon is at apogee (252,587 
miles) on the 21st at 11:00 PM. New Moon 
is on the 22nd at 5:45 AM. First Quarter 
Moon is on the 30th at 5:04 AM.

Mars is in Virgo and cannot be observed 
until December. 

Jupiter remains in Libra and is very low 
in the west-southwest at the end of evening 
twilight, setting about 2 hours after the sun. 
It shines at magnitude –1.8 and is 33.5" in 
apparent size.

Jupiter transits:  
9/7/06 Double shadow transit @ 8:59 PM 
9/14/06 Double shadow transit @ 11:37 PM 
9/22/06 Double shadow transit @ 12:18 AM

Saturn is in Leo and rises to about 25 
degrees high in the east in the morning sky. 
It shines at magnitude 0.5 and is 16.6" in 
apparent size. 

Uranus is still in the constellation Aquarius. 
It shines at magnitude 5.7 and is 3.7" in 
apparent size.

Neptune is in the northern part of the 
constellation Capricornus all year and is at 
opposition on August 11. It dimly shines at 
magnitude 7.8 and is 2.3" in apparent size. 

Pluto starts the year in the constellation 
Serpens Cauda but will move ever so 
slightly into Ophiuchus in October. It shines 
at magnitude 13.9 and is 0.1" in size.

A SCOPIC VIEW
(WITH BOTH EYES) 
by Dan Sheber

Those who came to the June meeting 
saw me showcase my new 25 X 100 
Celestron Skymaster binoculars.  
They sell at a price lower than any Teleview Nagler or Radian.  I was looking 
at some 3-5 year old astronomy magazines, and I noticed Orion selling 25 X 
100 binoculars for over $1100, but this article isn’t about price comparisons, 
it’s about observing.  After the meeting, I went to my sister’s place located on 
the outer edge of Green Bay where the sky is still rather light polluted, and I 
tried a little deep sky observing.  I was surprised of how easily I could see M81 
and M82 in the same field of view with many faint stars as well.  This short 
observing session was enough to tell me that the binoculars were not damaged 
or flawed.  The extra wide field of view and good contrast from the fully multi-
coated optics was quite pleasant.

During the week of the July 4 holiday, I took these binoculars to a dark site 
located about a half hour west of Crivitz, and I experienced a few deep sky 
objects differently than ever before.  I wanted to look at M81 and M82 again to 
compare, and they were so bright that they matched a low power view through 
my 8” f-5 telescope.  M51 (the Whirlpool) stood out well enough to get a hint 
at some spiral structure, and M11 was resolved like a globular cluster (M11 
is a compact open cluster).  The Swan Nebula matched up to the 8” telescope 
as well, except it was smaller with the binoculars.  Outer stars of M13 were 
resolved, and the Dumbell Nebula also matched up to the 8” telescope.  The 
Double Cluster filled the F.O.V. in great detail.  

After viewing all of these objects, two other objects really allowed me to 
appreciate these binoculars.  For the first time, I could clearly see the North 
American Nebula and the Veil Nebula *without* any LPR or nebula filters!  
It was amazing.  The Veil was, of course, fainter than the OIII view in the 8” 
telescope, but I could clearly see its shape and some knots of nebulosity.  That 
image still sticks in my mind today, and 
also tells me that these Skymaster 25 X 
100 binoculars are well worth owning.  
I could have spent double the 
price I did, so I feel very 
satisfied.

I recommend these 
binoculars to anyone, and 
they are portable enough for 
travel.  I don’t know how long the 
price will last, but I predict the price 
going up in the future on this one.   
They are available, among other 
places, from opticsplanet.com.
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NPMAS Yahoo Web Site
by Anthony J. Kroes

One of the benefits of club membership is the ability to join the NPMAS 
Yahoo group.  We have had the group set up for a couple years, and have 
about 35 club members in the group currently.  Most of the activity has 
been light – mainly due to lack of advertising, but we want to make sure that all club members are aware of this additional 
club ‘perk’.  For those of you that are not familiar with the Yahoo groups, they are on online resources provided by Yahoo.
com for groups of a like mind and similar interest.  They give us a private area (for our club members only) to do ‘things’ 
online’.  What kind of things you ask?  Good question!  

The Yahoo group area has features like the group forum, which is an email group that allows all members to see all email 
from all other members.  This allows email conversations amongst everyone in the group, and is, in my opinion, one of the 
best features of the Yahoo group.  You can choose to receive these emails delivered to your regular email address, or you 
can set it so you can only view them online when you go to the site to avoid clutter in your mailbox at home or work.

Other features of the group include: 
• A files area for members to post or download files like observing logs or object lists 
• An images area for pictures you have taken or to view images others have posted 
•  The ability for us to set up polls and questionnaires to get group opinion or statistics (who like the new web site, who owns 

what kind of telescope, etc) to help the club plan events, talks, etc.
•  ‘Live’ chat rooms we can set up for members who wish to discuss specific topics that may be too detailed to include in the 

group forum
•  A calendar where we can post club events (including email reminders to all group members so you don’t miss anything!)

Membership to the group moderated.  That means that the site administrators (currently Don DeWitt and myself) will verify 
all new membership requests when you sign up.  This allows us to verify that *only* NPMAS club members get access to 
the NPMAS group.  Some folks have voiced concern I the past about privacy on the yahoo groups, and yahoo has addressed 
that by including options to protect that privacy if you so desire.

Using the NPMAS Yahoo group is free – all you have to do is join.  If interested, please go to yahoogroups.com and click 
the ‘New user? Sign up’ link at the top of the page.  This will take you to a sign-up page where you enter some information 
to set up your account.  Details like Name, Gender, Birthday, and Zip code must be provided, but they don’t pry too much 
(no address or telephone needed) and you don’t have to provide real information in any case (just make sure the Birthday 
you enter makes you older than 18 or another page will pop up for you to get your parent’s permission!.  This page is also 
where you set up your ‘YahooID’ (i.e. screen and login name), your password, and whether you would like a free yahoo 
email address.  The free yahoo address will keep any potential spam out of your real email.  

You will then see a confirmation page showing the info you just entered.  Make sure you *uncheck* the yahoo toolbar 
option on the bottom before continuing.  You should also print the page so you have a copy.  Click the ‘Continue without the 
toolbar’ button and you will be sent to the main Yahoo group page where you can enter the names of any groups you wish to 
join.  You can join as many as you want and can personalize your settings on each to suit your needs.  Type NPMAS in the 
‘find a group’ box and click Search.

A list with only one item, the NPMAS group, will appear.  Click on the group name to go to it.  Once you are in the group 
area, you will not be able to do much because you are not a member of the group yet.  Click on the ‘Join this Group’ button 
and choose the group options you would like.  Important:  regardless of the name and email you are set up with in Yahoo, 
in the ‘comment to owner’ box, please include your real name so we can verify that you are really a club member! Click the 
'Join' button and you are all set. We will be notified of your application and will accept you to the group as soon as we can.  
NPMAS Membership is our only limitation – all NPMAS members will be allowed access to the group (subject to future 
behavior of course!) You will get an email letting you know you were approved.
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Gerry Kocken, President 
gerryk@kockenwi.com  
(920-336-8594)
Ed Smith, Vice President 
edsmith000@att.net  
(920-494-5944)
Dick Francini, Treasurer 
dfrancini@polycello.com 
(920-338-8504)
Amy Hannon-Drew, Secretary 
momran2@yahoo.com 
(920-499-0395)

Board Members:
Tom Cashman tcash99930@aol.com
Bill Hennessy fbhenn@sbcglobal.net
Joe Celmer celstar@frontiernet.net
Julie Mofle mofle.2001@sbcglobal.net
Ray Nancoz rayn_wi@charter.net

NPMAS Staff:
AL Awards Coordinator 
 Tom Cashman
ALCor  Ron Parmentier 
Web site  Anthony Kroes
Night Sky Network  Gerry Kocken 

George McCourt 
Steve Mofle

Committee Chairs:
Membership   Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn
Properties  Gerry Kocken
Observatory  Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach  Gerry Kocken
Messier Marathon  Mike Monfils
Astronomy Day Gerry Kocken
Club Picnic         Amy Hannon-Drew
October Field Trip Ed Smith

NPMAS Board 2006 Committee 
Chairs

NPMAS Observing Sites

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on private 
land and belonging to members of our club.
Parmentier Observatory — largest private observatory in WI housing a 
30" classical Cassegrain. Members may view through the 30" or bring their 
own scopes and set up in the field below. 
Observatory Number: 920-845-5626 
Ron Parmentier Home: 920-336-5878
Crivitz Observing — private residence of Dave & Carol Jorgenson. 
Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this 
site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped 
with electricity and a cabin is available for use. Call ahead to make 
arrangements. 
Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home: 715-757-3296
Cedar Drive Observatory — private residence of Tony Kroes and Tara 
Adsit. Located SW of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members welcome 
anytime, but please call ahead to make arrangements. 
Tony Kroes Home: 920-822-4959

Astronomy Photo 
of the Month

Java animation of Comet 
73P Schwassmann-Wachmann

 
On web site http://www .frontiernet .net/~celstar/
comet .html, a 4 frame Java animation of Comet 
73P Schwassmann-Wachmann passing by the 
ring nebula on May 7 .

Images by Tom Jorgenson
Web Animation by Joe Celmer
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September
NPMAS Meeting
September 13, 2006

Held at the 
Barlow Planetarium 

UW Fox Valley  
starting at 7 pm 

No meeting at the  
Neville Public Museum  

this month
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Held at the Barlow 
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New Moon

The Eyepiece 
W2175 Cedar Dr. 
Pulaski, WI 54162

NEWSTAR  
Club Meeting

Last Quarter Moon

Full Moon

Partial Lunar Eclipse 
- Asia And Europe

Cassini, Titan Flyby 

First Quarter Moon
Astronomy Day
Eta Aquarids Meteor 
Shower Peak

Iowa Star Party, Astrofest, Illinois Dark Sky Star Party

Smart-1,  
Moon Impact 

Uranus At Opposition 

DPAS Monthly Meeting

Autumnal  
Equinox, 04:03 Ut 
Newstar Club Star 
Party
Cassini, Titan Flyby 

Newstar Public 
Observing, Mosquito 
Hill

First Quarter Moon 

Prairie Skies Star Party


