
course, observing. 

Cost is $12 per 

adult and $4 per 

child.  Registration 

ends on May 

23rd and is lim-

ited to the first 

130 attendees.  

Visit http://www. 

new-star.org/ 

WOW/ for details.   

Please join us for the May 

monthly meeting.  This 

month’s presentation will be 

presented by Duane 

Clausen.  He will be speak-

ing about astrophotography.   

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

May 14th at the Neville Pub-

lic Museum.  Hope you can 

join us!   

This year’s Wisconsin Ob-

servers Weekend, hosted by 

NEWSTAR, will be 

held from June 5th 

through the 8th at 

Hartman Creek 

State Park in Wau-

paca, WI. 

There are many 

activities you can 

do including swimming, hik-

ing, biking, fishing and, of 

Our first public observing 

event of the year will be 

held on May 10th at the Bay 

Beach Wildlife Sanctuary in 

Green Bay.  It will be held in 

conjunction with the Wildlife 

Sanctuary’s ―Spring Wings—

Birding and Art Festival‖ for 

bird watching enthusiasts.  

We are expecting a large 

turnout, so the club is looking 

for extra volunteers for this 

grand event. 

The club plans to do solar 

observing throughout the 

day, set up telescopes and 

binoculars that would be 

suitable for bird watching, 

and our normal observing in 

the evening off of Danz Ave-

nue. 

The Sanctuary’s event starts 

at 9:00am, but I don’t think 

anyone needs to be there 

quite that early, but on the 

other hand I don’t expect 

anyone to do solar observing 

all day and then be there all 

night for the regular observ-

ing.  We are looking for 

volunteers for:  

Solar Observing, late 

morning to early afternoon 

Solar Observing, early 

afternoon to 5:00pm 

Birding scopes and binocu-

lars during the day 

Observing for the evening 

starting around 8:00pm 

Take a look at the Sanctu-

ary’s web site to get a feel 

for what is going on, http://

www.baybeachwildlife.com/

springswings/.  Last year’s 

event was very successful 

and they expect a large 

turnout; this should be very 

exciting and a lot of fun!  

Please contact Steve Mofle if 

you have questions.   
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marathon.  If you have not turned in 

your list, please remember to do so.   

Thanks to everyone that brought the 

delicious dishes and those that helped 

to set up and take down.  And a big 

thanks to Steve Mofle, Don DeWitt 

and Mike Monfils for organizing the 

event!   

This year’s Messier Marathon, held on 

April 5th at Calavara Springs Park in 

Suamico, was a big success.  There was 

a large turnout, which I’m sure was 

helped by the weekend’s unseasona-

bly warm weather.  The skies were 

fairly clear, particularly towards the 

north.  Several members received 

awards at the April meeting for the 

Messier objects they found during the 

vatory housing a 20‖ telescope.  Lo-

cated in Harrington Beach State Park, 

the NCSF hosts frequent 

public observing during 

the summer months. 

Saturday included 

several speakers in-

cluding a talk by Bob 

Manske on variable 

star observing, Dave 

Eicher, Editor in Chief 

of Astronomy  Maga-

zine as well as a long 

distance message from 

Jack Horkheimer, who 

was unable to attend.  

There were also vendors on hand. 

Port Washington, WI was the location 

of this years North Central Region 

Astronomical League 

convention, hosted by 

the Northern Cross Sci-

ence Foundation.  

Overall, there was a 

strong showing of mem-

bers from our club with 

about 15 members and 

family attending. 

The convention kicked 

off on Friday night with 

tours of the Jim and 

Gwen Plunckett Obser-

vatory, the NCSF’s new 

observatory dedicated last summer.  It 

is a very nice roll-off roof style obser-

Several club members came home with 

door prizes.  Don DeWitt, Katrina 

DeWitt and Gary Baier won the trivia 

contest.   
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At the Finish Line for the Messier Marathon 
By Brian Chopp 

Astronomy by the Lake 
By Brian Chopp 
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May 2008 

3-7 Eta Aquarid Meteor Shower 

5 New Moon 

11 Moon is 0.25° South of the Beehive Cluster 

13 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation 

19 Full Moon 

22-23 Mars Passes through the Beehive Cluster, M44 

June 2008 

1-8 Texas Star Party 

3 New Moon 

5-8 Wisconsin Observer's Weekend (WOW) 

18 Full Moon 

20 Pluto is at Opposition 

20 Summer Solstice 

22 Double Shadow Transit on Jupiter 

Eye in the Sky 

Members of NPMAS enjoying themselves during the 
Saturday evening dinner 

Don DeWitt, Gary Baier and 
Katrina DeWitt showing off their 
first place Trivia Contest Award 
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The April NPMAS meeting was held on 

April 9th at its usual location, the 

Neville Public Museum.  We had two 

new visitors at the April meeting, Char-

lie and Matt, both of whom were also 

at the Messier Marathon.   

Club members had several comments 

about this year’s Messier Marathon: 

the skies were good but humidity and 

clouds didn’t help the lights in the 

southeast sky, great facilities and 

food, wonderful turnout from members, 

newer members were helped by ex-

perienced members, some members 

recommend that we continue to look 

for a new site.  Please remember to 

turn in your sheets to get a Messier 

Marathon certificate.  Seven member 

have already received certificates for 

observing anywhere from 3 to 60 ob-

jects.     

Tuesday night Mirror Grinding class 

has been busy.  Tuesday, April 1st, 

club members viewed Saturn with 

Gerry Kocken’s refractor – it was the 

best they'd ever seen.  Club members 

also mounted arrows for the setting 

circle on the Clark and assembled the 

library cart. 

The library cart was brought to the 

museum and unveiled.  Club librarian 

Tom Cashman brought movies, books, 

etc. to fill the cart.  All club members 

are welcome to check out material. 

Upcoming Events 

The speaker for May will be Duane 

Clausen.   

WOW will be at Hartman’s Creek, 

near Waupaca, on June 5-7.   

There will be Public Observing on 

May 10th at the Bay Beach Wildlife 

Sanctuary in conjunction with their 

Spring Wings program.  There will 

be solar viewing during the day at 

the Sanctuary and nighttime viewing 

off Danz Avenue.   

If you can, please join the Yahoo 

group to get the latest information on 

club events or to arrange loaner tele-

scopes.   

Gary Baier reported on the latest 

NASA news: the Mars Rovers are start-

ing their 5th year (expected lifetime 

of 90 days), the repair mission to the 

Hubble Telescope is in serious jeop-

ardy due to foam falling off; they 

need to go back to Alabama and fix it 

– they may not make the necessary 

repairs in time.   

Kevin Nasal’s object for April was the 

Antennae Galaxy, also known as the 

Ring Tail Galaxy.  Kevin thanked Dick 

for his help with putting the presenta-

tion together.   

Katrina DeWitt spoke about the Night 

Sky Network, which involves amateur 

astronomy clubs holding public out-

reach events throughout the year using 

toolkits provided by NASA and JPL to 

demonstrate principles.  We are one 

of the five clubs in WI to belong.  Sev-

eral of our exciting educational tool 

kits were demonstrated.  Check out 

http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov for more 

information.  NASA teleconferences 

are now available through the Night 

Sky Network.  Gerry will forward the 

link to members.   
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April Meeting Review 
By Ann Chopp 

Board Meeting 

The next NPMAS board meeting 

will be held on May 21st at 

7:00pm at Gerry Kocken’s office at 

1519 Grant Street, DePere, WI  

54115.  All club members are wel-

come to attend.   

N E E R H S G O V N R N A U 

I A U S P A A A T E R C A V 

A L O B E N E D E S N C B A 

H B U R N S E U P E R V O A 

C H H R C G N I R A I A I E 

S D G E E M C H I U O I A E 

N H R L S A T A R L A S S C 

A E A E U C R E N R R U U S 

I R E H C V N N C C B O G L 

R S D B U P I T R I E G E A 

A C A Y N S U L U G E R S V 

K L Y T H R D E N L H I N R 

R E T S U L C O G R I V T N 

A A E S S R A U E I V U O C 

M O U T G K N A A O E C U I 

Arcturus 

Beehive 

Cancer 

Denebola 

Hydra 

Leo 

Markarians Chain 

Regulus 

Saturn 

Spica 

Virgo 

Virgo Cluster 

Spring Sky Word Search 

NASA/JPL-Caltech/Cornell University  
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The story starts last year when my 

wife, Jackie, and I booked our annual 

―Get Away from the Snow and Cold‖ 

cruise with our good friends Greg & 

Lori Plante, whom we met on our first 

Princess cruise aboard the Golden 

Princess in 2004.  We have been cruis-

ing with them every year since.  We 

had booked the cruise late spring of 

2007 with no thought about the exact 

time frame other then some time in 

February. 

About four weeks before we were to 

leave for the cruise, I was attending an 

NPMAS board meeting. One of the 

things we were discussing was organiz-

ing a Lunar Eclipse viewing at Gerry 

Kocken’s business location for the club 

members. Then it hit me, I won’t be 

here for this, I’ll be on our cruise.  

Darn! 

On one of our previous cruises, I had 

brought a telescope along.  The motion 

of the ship, not to mention all of the 

bright lights on the ship, wasn’t condu-

cive to a good viewing.  I now nor-

mally bring along a good pair of bin-

oculars for wide field low power 

viewing; I and the binoculars 

move together so the ship’s mo-

tion isn’t much of a factor.  How-

ever, for this trip the Lunar 

Eclipse was too good of an op-

portunity to miss.  I missed the 

last two for my area because of 

clouds and I knew the weather 

would be better aboard the 

ship. 

Previously, I have done some 

public out reach with NPMAS as 

well as doing my own Halloween 

evening public viewing with the 

trick-or-treaters on my driveway, 

and both the kiddies and parents 

always got a kick out of it.  So I 

thought that my fellow passengers 

would also like to be able to see the 

eclipse.  I wrote a letter to Princess 

Cruise Lines letting them know about 

the event saying that I would be will-

ing to bring a telescope and give a 

talk and narrate during the eclipse.  

Within a week, I received a call from 

Princess thanking me for my letter, and 

my offer, they however don’t decide 

what each ship does while at sea, and 

the Cruise Director is the person who 

plans what events the ship does.  I was 

told though that I should bring my 

scope and to talk to the cruise director 

when I get aboard. 

I had printed out a couple of fact 

sheets that I got from NASA’s website 

about the eclipse as well as some sky 

charts for half way between St. Martin 

and St. Thomas in the eastern Carib-

bean, as that would approximately be 

the ship’s location during the eclipse.   

I’m one of many moderators for 

Cloudy Nights, an astronomy website 

and forum, which is sponsored by As-

tronomics.  A few weeks before the 

cruise, we were asked by our sponsor 

if any of us would like to do a review 

on the new Astronomy Technology’s 

Voyager Alt/Az mount.  They were 

looking for someone with specific 

scopes and other mounts.  I fit what 

they were looking for and was se-

lected as one of the reviewers.  The 

mount appeared the day before we 

were to fly out so I had to unpack it 

from its shipping cartons, and repack it 

for air travel.  I used a padded tripod 

case packed inside my old canvas 

duffle bag.  I 

also brought 

along my Wil-

liam Optics 

ZenithStar 80FD 

APO refractor 

along with a 

WO 2‖ dielec-

tric diagonal, 

and a Baader 

Hyperion Zoom eyepiece and other 

assorted accessories. 

When we first got aboard the ship, I 

was able to talk to the Deputy Cruise 

Director Stu, Stuart Mae, and told him 

about the event and explained what I 

was willing to do.  I also handed him 

one of the NASA reports I had brought 

with me.  I was told politely that he 

would look into it but don’t expect 

anything.  This was about a week and 

half before the eclipse and I hadn’t 

heard back from Stu so I started tell-

ing my fellow passengers and crew 

about the eclipse and we posted a 

picture showing the stages and times 

of the eclipse on our stateroom door. 

On the 19th I got a call form Stu.  

He seemed excited and asked 

me if I was still willing to do the 

event.  He even offered to or-

ganize a pre-event lecture and 

asked if I needed a projector 

and such.  I thanked him but said 

I could do everything on deck 

during the eclipse as it lasts quite 

a while, and I had my trusty 

Lucky Duck green laser pointer 

(GLP) with me and I could point 

out constellations, and other ob-

jects in the night sky as the moon 

went through its stages.  So we 

met on the Sports Deck forward 

(deck 17) where there is a large 

area with plenty of lounge chairs 

to check out its suitability.  The only 

bad thing was the ship was having a 

sail-away party that night as well, 

around the forward midship’s pool, so 

there will be plenty of noise and light, 

but we had part of the ships super-
(Continued on page 5) 

My Lunar Eclipse Experience, Aboard the Caribbean Princess 
By Chris Schroeder 

Photo from the ship’s photo gallery from an on staff 
photographer 
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structure between us, so hopefully it 

wouldn’t be too bad. 

Stu put a nice highlighted event in the 

ship’s paper, the Princess Patter, that 

night for the next day’s events.  Stu 

also mentioned it during the day on 

the 20th, during his ―what’s happen-

ing‖ ship’s announcement.  The event 

was scheduled to start at 10 PM AST 

(Atlantic Standard Time, -4 hours UTC) 

which was the start time for the Moon 

to enter the umbra.  I went up at 9:30 

to set up, and there 

were already a 

couple of people 

there.  Just before 

10:00 I brought my 

GLP out, and 

started to show 

those there some of 

the constellations.  

They were much 

higher than what I’m 

use to at home, 

which makes sense 

given the nearly 20º 

difference in latitude.  I showed them 

Saturn & Mars as well.  I used the 

scope on Saturn but due to the ship’s 

motion, I had to keep the power down 

so we didn’t get a good look at the 

rings.  But I was able to locate three of 

Saturn’s moons; not too bad for a low 

powered view from a 3.1‖ scope.  At 

10:00, Stu made another announce-

ment about the Lunar Eclipse and more 

people started to show up.  Even the 

ship’s Captain, Commodore Giuseppe 

Romano, came up to personally thank 

me and asked if there wasn’t anything 

more he could do.  Stu also stopped 

by a few times through the night, and 

he sometimes had some of the ship’s 

crew in tow, but otherwise, he was 

pretty busy with the big party below 

us. 

Around 10:30, more and more people 

kept coming up, and were taking turns 

looking through my scope with some 

taking photos afocal through the eye 

piece, and circling around me as I was 

(Continued from page 4) having to talk louder to get above the 

music and crowd noise from the party 

below.  Every now and then I would 

hear ―sir or mister, can you adjust the 

scope, I can’t see anything‖, so I would 

have to make my way through the 

circle of listeners to get to the scope, 

make a quick adjustment, and a half 

second peek through the scope.  As it 

got closer to 11:00pm, more and more 

people kept showing up, and the line 

for looking through my scope got 

longer and longer.  At the same time 

the crowd around me got bigger and 

bigger, so I had to keep moving far-

ther from the scope to make room for 

everyone.  They all had a lot of ques-

tions, like, ―why does the moon look 

red?‖, and ―would it hurt their eyes 

when moon was fully in eclipse?‖, ―how 

often does this happen?‖, ―was I a 

professional astronomer?‖, and so on.  

With each new group I would have to 

repeat this information. 

At 10:50, an announcement came from 

the bridge, letting people know that at 

11:01, the moon would be in full 

eclipse, and everyone should make 

their way topside to view it!  And boy 

did they, they turned down the music 

from the party as my fellow passen-

gers came up to look at the moon.  

About 1,500 people, for my best 

guess, with over a hundred people in 

my immediate vicinity.  The people 

were all very excited, and just at the 

top of the hour, a black cloud moved 

over the moon and the crowd let out a 

huge cheer thinking this was the full 

eclipse!  I had to keep myself from 

laughing out loud, as I explained to 

everyone that it was just a cloud, and 

no you can’t see the clouds because 

there aren’t any lights shining up, like 

in the city.  To prove my point, I asked 

everyone, what happened to Saturn, 

just below the moon and Regulus just 

above the moon?  Just as the confused 

look started to disappear from their 

faces, so did the clouds from the moon, 

and once again a dark red full moon 

was out.  After a while more clouds 

moved in 

and a 

light 

sprinkle 

started so 

the crowd 

started to 

go for 

cover on 

the lower 

decks.  I 

capped 

the scope 

and contin-

ued talking to the few brave souls who 

stayed out with me, still asking ques-

tions.  Just then it really started to rain 

hard so I broke down the scope and 

started to pack up.  Just then a lady 

came up to me and asked me what I 

did for a living.  When I told her my 

occupation, she replied, ―I am a pro-

fessional educator, and if you ever 

wanted a career change, you should 

go into education.  You did a wonder-

ful job, and I learned a lot, thank you 

so much!!‖  Well gee I replied, ―I can’t 

think of a nicer compliment, thank 

you.‖ 

I had many people come up to me for 

the rest of the cruise thanking me, and 

telling me it was the highlight of their 

cruise.  So it was worth all of the extra 

effort with the additional check-in bag 

and carry-on bag, to bring so much 

pleasure to my fellow passengers.   

I took these before the crowd really showed up 



NPMAS members have access to two observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres 

of land, this site offers some of the darkest 

skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for 

use.  Please call ahead to make arrange-

ments. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston 

Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
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NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge, for 

a one month period, one of the three club telescopes 

available.  Please contact Gerry 

Kocken at 920-676-6363 or at 

gerryk@kockenwi.com to make 

arrangements.  The three 

telescope available are: 

10 inch Dobsonian 

Telescope 

8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


