
too.  I would be happy to 
publish anything you would 
like to share.  The deadline 
for submission will be the 
20th of the month. 

My email address is 
bchopp@new.rr.com.  If you 
would like to mail the articles 
to me, my address is 2832 
Friendly Circle, Green Bay, 
WI 54313. 

Thank You, 

Brian Chopp 

I wanted to take a minute to 
introduce myself.  My name 
is Brian Chopp and I’m 
happy to be the new editor 
of The Eyepiece.  I’d like to 
thank Tony and Tara Kroes 
for their hard work as the 
previous editors.  I think the 
newsletter is a great way to 
keep the membership in-
formed about what’s going 
on within the club and I am 
happy to help revive it.   

I will try to publish the news-
letter on a monthly basis.  

But I’m going to need your 
help to keep The Eyepiece 
alive.  Please feel free to 
send me any articles you 
would like to share with the 
club.  Articles can be about 
anything astronomy/club 
related.  If you bought a 
new scope, eyepiece or 
other equipment, send in a 
product review.  If you re-
cently attended a star party, 
let us know about the experi-
ence.  If you’ve taken any 
cool pictures, send those in 

You are cordially invited to 
the annual NPMAS Holiday 
Dinner.  This has become one 
of the most popular and fun 
events for our club members.  
Don't miss out! 

The dinner will be held at 
Wally's Spot Supper Club, 
1979 S Main Street, Green 
Bay, WI on Wednesday, 
January 9, 2008.  Cocktails 
will start at 6:00 PM, dinner 
starts at 7:00 PM.  The party 
is in place of the monthly 

meeting. 

Dinner prices are $19.95 
per person plus tax and tip. 
(Sorry, no separate children's 
menu available)  Dinner 
choices are as follows: prime 
rib, tenderloin, New York 
strip, baked cod, pike, pasta 
primavera, deep fried 
shrimp, or chicken cordon 
bleu. You can make your 
selection when you order. 

Please bring a wrapped 

white elephant gift if you'd 
like to participate in the ex-
change. 

If you plan to attend, please 
reply to Katrina DeWitt at 
gate-geek@tds.new by 
January 6th with the number 
of guests so an accurate 
count can be given to the 
restaurant. 

Plan on attending this great 
event.  We hope to see you 
there!   

Upcoming Events 
 
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 
Weekend 
• JAN 4-6, SURING, WI 

January Meeting 
• CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY AT 

WALLY’S SPOT SUPPER CLUB, 
GREEN BAY, WI 

February Meeting 
• PRESENTATION BY THE  

PACKERLAND CHAPTER OF THE 
AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL 
SOCIETY 
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January 2008 
2 Earth Reaches Perihelion 

3-4 Quadrantid Meteor Shower 

8 New Moon 

17-18 Moon Occults the Pleiades 

21 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 19° 

22 Full Moon 

February 2008 
1 Venus and Jupiter are 1° Apart at Dawn 

4—9 Winter Star Party, Spanish Harbor Key, 
Florida 

7 New Moon 

20 Full Moon—Total Lunar Eclipse from 9:00 to 
9:52 CST 

23 Saturn is at Opposition 

27 Mercury and Venus are 1.1° Apart at Dawn 

Eye in the Sky 

where inside between lenses.  You end 
up with a black bar across the center 
of the field of view, which allows you 
to hide Mars behind the bar, blocking 
much of its brightness.  Mars is an in-
credible 200,000 times brighter than 
it’s dimmest moon Deimos which is 
magnitude 12.9!  Phobos is somewhat 
brighter at 11.8 magnitude, but is 
closer to the planet. 

The occulting bar worked extremely 
well on a scope with tracking.  We 
were able to keep Mars behind the 
bar for extended periods of time and 
were able to easily reposition it with 
the hand controls.  Tracking is a must 
for this project.  We were at high 
power, 300X, resulting in a very small 
field of view of about 10 minutes 
(1/6th degree) due to having to use a 
plossl eyepiece with its limited field of 
view.   

As well as this worked, we were still 
unsuccessful with the 12” scope.  We 
need a larger telescope!  We were 
able to make a map of the field of 
view with Tony’s Guide program, 
showing all the faint stars at the edge 
of the field.  They matched up per-
fectly with what we were seeing in the 

While at KOW, I decided to take up 
the challenge of finding Phobos and 
Deimos, the two dim moons of Mars, 
using Tony’s 12” telescope.  I had cre-
ated an occulting eyepiece out of an 
old 10 mm plossl eyepiece I got with 
my 8” scope and no longer use.   

A past Sky & Telescope issue showed 
how to make one.  Basically you attach 
a thin piece of black cardboard across 
the center of the eyepiece at the field 
stop.  This way the occulting bar will 
be in focus along with the stars and 
moons when you look through the eye-

piece.  Cheaper eyepieces tend to 
work better because they are the only 
ones where you can easily access the 
field stop of the eyepiece.  In more 
expensive multi-lensed eyepieces, the 
field stop is inaccessible, buried some-

eyepiece, so we knew the exact loca-
tion of the two moons.  But even with 
Mars hidden behind the occulting bar 
there is still a bright glare that extends 
out maybe three planet diameters, 
and the two moons fell into this region 
of glare.  Phobos was only about one 
Mars diameter away from the planet 
and Deimos was only about two di-
ameters away.  Now you can see why 
this is such a difficult observation, very 
dim objects very close to an extremely 
bright object. 

But all is not lost, we do have a much 
larger scope (with tracking) in the club, 
don’t we?  If you can’t see these two 
moons in a 30” scope, we will give up 
on the project as hopeless.  Our new 
plan is to try this with Ron’s scope 
sometime in the next month and a half.  
I also made an occulting eyepiece with 
an old 25mm plossl.  This should match 
up better with Ron’s scope and its 
10,000 mm focal length.  I will report 
back on our success or failure.  Wish us 
luck!   

Finding Phobos and Deimos 
By Dick Francini 

Eye pieces with occulting bars. 



Observing at Krows Observing Week-
end can be summed up in one word, 
COLD!  It turned out to be a nice clear 
night, but we had to deal with the 
double whammy 
of snow on the 
ground and very 
cold tempera-
tures com-
pounded by a 
stiff wind that cut 
right through 
even the warmest 
clothing.  We 
observed entirely from inside Tony’s 
observatory, as it was too cold to 
stand outside for more than a few 
minutes.  When we packed it in around 

midnight, it was a balmy 3 degrees 
inside his observatory.   

Club member Alan Fromm also at-
tended along with a 10th grade ex-
change student from Japan.  They 
hung in for quite a while considering 
they did not appear to be dressed 
nearly as warmly as Tony and I.  We 
spent some time introducing Alan’s 
guest to some of the big bright show-
piece objects in the winter sky. 

Comet Holmes was alive and well, and 
much to my surprise, it was still easily 
visible naked eye from this fairly dark 
location under moonless conditions.  It 
appeared as a large dim circular 
hazy patch. The best view was through 

binoculars.  It still looked like a huge 
jellyfish through my 20X80 binos 
(probably somewhere in the mid 3’s in 
magnitude).  We attempted to view it 
in Tony’s telescope, but it did not fit 
into the largest field of view we could 
produce using a 40mm eyepiece.  The 
field of view was just under 1 degree, 
so the comet is now just over 1 degree 
in size.  AMAZING!  The part we were 
seeing naked eye must have only been 
the brighter center section.   

Braving the Cold at KOW 
By Dick Francini 
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This month’s meeting started at 7pm 
and was brought to order by club 
President Gerry Kocken.  New Offi-
cers of the club are as follows: Presi-
dent-Gerry Kocken, Vice President-
Don DeWitt, Secretary-Amy Hannon-
Drew, and Treasurer-Dick Francini.  

There were a few new guests this eve-
ning.  Guests were Amber Gothier and 
her mom, Darlene. Welcome Amber 
and Darlene!  

Past viewing events included a great 
surprise with comet Holmes expanding 
to become a naked eye object.  Many 
club members got out their scopes and 
binoculars to enjoy this unexpected 
celestial event.  There was an im-
promptu viewing session out at the 
Parmentier observatory where 8 to 10 
club members got to see the comet up 
close through the 30 inch telescope.  
Pictures were shared and experiences 
recounted by the enthusiastic group. 

Next up – POW and COW.  Kevin 
Nasal shared his experience of the 
Crivitz observing event. 

Tuesday night tele-
scope making is still 
going on with a cou-
ple of club members 
at the polishing 
stage of their mir-
rors.  Brian Chopp 
and Al Lawrence are 
putting the finishing 
touches on their mir-
rors.  

Upcoming events 
include: a November 
21st Board Meeting, 
Kroes Observing 
Weekend on Dec. 7 
& 8.  There is a public outreach oppor-
tunity at Woodland Dunes in Two Riv-
ers on December 15th.  Please see 
Gerry if interested in helping out. The 
Geminids are peaking on Friday, De-
cember 14th.  Gerry then put a re-
quest to the membership for a volun-
teer for newsletter editor.  

One award was given out to Lynn 
Ward for her participation in the 
Messier Marathon, observing 12 ob-

jects with her binoculars. 

Gary Baier gave us a recap of recent 
NASA missions, including Cassini and 
the Mars rovers.  The meeting’s pres-
entation was – The Lynn and Amy 
show!  Going back to the moon!   

November Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hannon-Drew 

Lynn Ward receiving her Messier Marathon award from Gerry Kocken. 



December Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hannon-Drew 
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December’s meeting took place on 
December 12th, 2007 at the Neville 
Public Museum.  Club President Gerry 
Kocken and VP Don DeWitt chaired 
the meeting.  There was a great crowd 
of 27 club members and guests!  Eve-
ryone was glad they had attended 
when Gerry announced that he had 
several door prizes to give away to-
night!  However, business first.  

First up, past viewing events.  There 
was still some excitement over Comet 
Holmes.  Tom Jorgenson shared a 
photo he took that had the comet look-
ing a bit like a jellyfish!  Tom also took 
some video of the asteroid responsible 
for the Geminid meteor shower.   

There are several events in January. 
First is the January meeting/Holiday 
dinner party.  See page 1 for details.  
So far we have over 25 people 
signed up.  Also is our annual Camp U-
Nah-Li-Ya weekend on January 4th 
thru the 6th.  Every year some winter 
hardy members brave the elements 
and have a fun weekend at Camp U-
Nah-Li-Ya. There’s sledding, snow 
shoeing, cross country skiing, hot tub-
bing and cabins with fireplaces to 
keep everyone cozy.  Of course if the 
skies are clear there is also some ob-
serving!  Please contact George 
McCourt if you are interested.  The 
cost is $35/person, which includes two 
nights lodging and two meals, Satur-
day breakfast and dinner.   

Dick Francini handed out the remain-
der of the calendars and guidebooks.  
He also had a few extra, which were 
sold quickly!  Our new awards coordi-
nator got to give out his first observing 
award to Dan Sheber, who successfully 
completed the meteor-observing pro-
gram.  Congratulations Dan!  A be-
lated Messier Marathon certificate 
was given to Steve Mofle.  Better late 
than never!   

We went over upcoming celestial 
events for 2008.  The New Year will 
have some exciting events to watch 

including a total lunar 
eclipse and a daytime 
occultation of Venus by 
the moon on March 5th!   

Another great way of 
keeping in touch regard-
ing all things astronomi-
cal is to join the NPMAS 
Yahoo group.  If you 
aren’t already a mem-
ber and have access to 
the internet, please go 
to http://tech.groups. 
yahoo.com/group/
NPMAS/ and register as a new user.  
This is a great way to get questions 
answered, share a great or frustrating 
observing session or to get in on a last 
minute decision to head out and ob-
serve!   

I almost forgot to mention door prizes!  
There were several gift certificates 
available to be used towards the pur-
chase of an eyepiece.  Tom Evers, Tom 
Cashman, Joe Celmer, Tom Jorgenson, 
and Jill Last were all winners.  Amber 

Gauthier won a 2007 handbook.  
Congratulations to all and thank you 
for coming to the meetings.  They are 
always a lot of fun, especially when 
we fill the room with enthusiastic star-
gazers!  See you in January!   

Dan Sheber with his Meteor Observing Award 

m p r a i b r i e r s p  
h h o l n e a u i u l t  
u m n d i t r g p e e m  
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Aldebaran  
Auriga  
Bellatrix   
Betelgeuse  
Canis Major  
Canis Minor   
Capella  
Gemini  
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Mars  
Orion  
Pleiades  
Procyon  
Rigel  
Taurus 

Winter Sky Word Search 
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The following are the minutes for the 
NPMAS board meeting held on 
11/21/2007.  Just a reminder that all 
club members are welcome to attend 
board meetings. 

Board members in attendance: Amy 
Hannon-Drew (Secretary), Chris 
Schroeder, Dick Francini (Treasurer), 
Don DeWitt (VP), Katrina DeWitt, 
Gary Baier, Brian Chopp, Gerry 
Kocken (President), and George 
McCourt. 

Board members absent: None 

Quorum: Yes 

Club members in attendance: Ron Par-
mentier 

Meeting came to order at 7pm.  
Chaired by Club President Gerry 
Kocken 

First Order of Business:  
Survey results 

Board members went over every page 
of the survey results discussing various 
aspects. We focused on the following: 

Parmentier Observing Weekend: Get-
ting more participation from the gen-
eral membership.  We discussed op-
tions on getting more people out to 
Parmentier including having a caravan 
type event where we would meet at 
the Museum and drive out together.  
Also offering carpooling to members 
who may not want to drive out there 
alone. 

Membership Participation: It was men-
tioned in the survey that club members 
would like to be asked to participate 
in some of the special needs of the 
club.  We are asking members to take 
over the following responsibilities:  
Lunar and Planetary object of the 
month, Star Party Coordinator, News-
letter Editor, Astronomy Tidbit of the 
Month presenter, Club Equipment 
maintenance and storage, Loaner 
Scope Curator, New Member Greeter, 
Librarian, Newsletter contributions . 

Newsletter and Newsletter Editor: 
Gary Baier will be putting together a 
job description for the newsletter edi-
tor position. 

Topics for Presentations: Many topics 
were discussed and will be incorpo-
rated into the upcoming calendar. 

Second Order of Business:  
Meeting Format and Time 

A suggestion was made to change the 
meeting time from 7pm to 6pm in or-
der to give those who bring younger 
children to the meeting a more reason-
able time to get them home.  A brief 
discussion ensued where it was de-
cided that a time change would not 

benefit the entire club and would 
make it harder for many members to 
make it to the meetings on time.  
Katrina made a motion to leave the 
meeting time at 7pm, seconded by 
Brian Chopp. The motion was passed 
by a unanimous vote. 

Meeting format was discussed.  We 
need to be more aware of time.  
Gerry or Gary will be watching the 
clock and making sure the meeting 
moves along.  The business portion 
should be limited to 45 minutes.  Meet-
ings will come to order at 7pm with the 
business portion ending by 7:30pm.  
The next 15 minutes will be a wrap up 

and we will take our break by 
7:45pm.  The presentations will be 
limited to 40 to 45 minutes to allow 
our meeting to end by 9pm.  The Mu-
seum wants us out of the building by 
9pm.  There will be a timekeeper for 
the presentation portion as well. 
Third Order of Business:  
2008 Calendar 

The following month’s topics were set-
tled: 

January – Holiday Party organized by 
Katrina DeWitt 
February – Joint meeting with the Me-
teorology Club 
March – Observing Programs, Dick 
Francini 
April – Night Sky Network, Katrina 
DeWitt 
May – Astrophotography 
October – Solar Observing, Lynn and 
Amy Show 
November—NPMAS club History, 
Gorge McCourt 

Fourth Order of Business:  
Update on Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

The price for both cabins is $160.  
Each cabin holds at least 10 to 12 
comfortably.  Price was set at $35 per 
person.  This includes two nights lodg-
ing and two meals, breakfast and din-
ner on Saturday.  We decided on $30 
for kids under the age of 10. 

The next Board Meeting will be held 
at the DeWitt’s house on December 
19th at 7pm.  Topics that were tabled 
for next meeting include: Finish the 
schedule, Mentor Program, Club Li-
brary/Cart 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm. 

Next meeting will be held on 
12/19/2007 

Happy Thanksgiving 

Notes taken by Amy Hannon-Drew   
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NPMAS Board Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hannon-Drew 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 
private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-
est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-
bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 
their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 
Observatory Contact 
Gary Baier—920-391-9654 

Crivitz Observing 
This is the private residence of Dave 
Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 
the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-
fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 
electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 
ahead to make arrangements. 
Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 
Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 
anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   
Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2008 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 
Gary Baier 
gbaier@netnet.net 
920-391-9654 
 
Brian Chopp 
bchopp@new.rr.com 
920-544-0708 
 
Katrina DeWitt 
gate-geek@tds.net 
920-405-8534 
 
George McCourt 
geokat73@sbcglobal.net 
920-468-9296 
 
Chris Schroeder 
chris@jsaonline.com 
920-406-5277 

ALCor Representative 
Astronomy Day 
Awards Coordinator 
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 
Event Coordinator 
Field Trips 
Historians 
 
Holiday Party 
Librarian 
Membership 
Messier Marathon 
 
Night Sky Network 
 
Observatory Contact 
Observing Coordinator 
Picnic 
Properties 
Public Outreach 
 
Public Relations 
 
Website 

Brian Chopp 
Gerry  Kocken 

Chris Schroeder 
George McCourt 
Goerge McCourt 

Julie Mofle 
George McCourt 

Don DeWitt 
Katrina DeWitt 

Tom Cashman 
Dick Francini 
Mike Monfils 
Steve Mofle 

Katrina DeWitt 
Julie Mofle 
Gary Baier 
Dan Sheber 

Amy Hannon-Drew 
Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 
Gerry Kocken 

Amy Hannon-Drew 
Lynn Ward  
Don DeWitt 

Officers 
President 
Gerry Kocken 
gerryk@kockenwi.com 
920-336-8594 
920-676-6363 
 
Vice President 
Don DeWitt 
ddwitt@tds.net 
920-405-8534 
 
Treasurer 
Dick Francini 
dfrancini@polycello.com 
920-338-8504 
 
Secretary 
Amy Hannon-Drew 
momran2@yahoo.com 
920-499-0395 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-
cation of the Neville Public Mu-
seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-
terial in The Eyepiece may be 
reprinted for nonprofit use with 
proper credit and consent from 
both the editor and writer.  The 
editor reserves the right to ac-
cept or refuse, edit for content, 
etc., any article or image submit-
ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editors : Brian and Ann Chopp 
Circulation : 100 

Submissions can be emailed to 
bchopp@new.rr.com 

or mailed to 
2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 
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NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge, for 
a one month period, one of the three club telescopes 
available.  Please contact Gerry 
Kocken at 920-336-8594 or at 
gerryk@kockenwi.com to make 
arrangements.  The three 
telescope available are: 

• 10 inch Dobsonian 
Telescope 

• 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

• 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 
and videos covering a wide variety 
of topics including observing, the 
solar system, stars and more.  Items 
can be checked out at monthly club 
meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-
man at 920-432-2261.  


