
current thirty inch classical 
cassegrain telescope.   

Ron was a well seasoned 
observer also.  He spent 
many nights at the telescope 
doing just about all aspects 
of observational astronomy 
from the planets to deep sky 
objects and asteroids to oc-
cultations.  He even spent a 
great amount of time photo-
graphing the heavens and 
taking detailed videos of the 
various phases of the Moon. 

If you think that was enough 
for Ron, you’re wrong.  He 
also enjoyed traveling and 
attending numerous astron-
omy related conventions, star 
parties, and solar eclipses.  
In doing so he not only met 
many professional and ama-
teur astronomers throughout 
the world, he took great joy 
in introducing them to those 
of us that were fortunate 
enough to have traveled with 
him along the way.  Ron was 
never afraid to talk with 
anybody and truly enjoyed 
meeting and getting to know 
people.  It did not matter 
who you were, he was just as 
excited getting to know the 
members of our club as he 
was a prominent astronomer. 

Ron was both gracious and 
generous.  He was truly a 
friend to us all and will be 
sorely missed.   

The Neville Public Museum 
Astronomical Societies foun-
der, Ronald H. Parmentier, 
passed away on January 7th 
2008.  He was born on May 
23rd, 1933.  Ron enjoyed 
living his life long passion, 
amateur astronomy.  His 
mentor was the late Carl 
Elias, a well established tele-
scope maker and mirror 
grinder who taught Ron the 
fine points of mirror grinding 
and telescope making.   

After his collegiate days at 
St Norbert College and a 
few years of service to his 
country as a member of the 
Army, Ron settled back home 
in Green Bay where he be-
gan a long teaching career 
at East De Pere High School.  
During this time he was fi-
nally able to finish polishing 
his skills as a mirror maker 
and telescope builder.  He 
ground and figured just 
about every size of mirror 
from six inches all the way 
up through twenty inches. 

While others may have been 
content to rest there, Ron was 

not.  He managed to find the 
time to help found the 
Neville Public Museum Astro-
nomical Society in 1966.  He 
served the club faithfully for 
many years as President, 
Vice President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer.  There were 
many times in the early days 
when monthly club meetings 
had two or three people 
attending and Ron just kept 
on pushing through it.  It did-
n’t matter that there were 
ten people in the club and 
only two or three at a 
monthly meeting, Ron kept 
doing it.  Eventually more 
people joined the club, being 
infected by Ron's passion for 
the hobby, and it grew into 
the club it is today.  Ron be-
came a mentor to us all. 

In 1981 he finally realized a 
long dream of owning his 
own observatory as construc-
tion of the Parmentier Ob-
servatory was completed.  
The observatory originally 
housed his home made 
twenty inch telescope until 
1988 when Ron installed the 
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Ron Parmentier  1933—2008 

Parmentier’s Observatory 
In keeping with the provisions of Ron Parmentier’s estate 
and observatory lease, use and access to the Parmentier 
Observatory and its grounds is prohibited.  All Parmen-
tier Observatory weekends for this year have been can-
celled at this time.  If you have questions, please contact 
George McCourt.  



we recently finished refurbishing.  We 
are also planning to make this a pot-
luck party like we do with the 
Messier Marathon so it would 
be nice if everybody could 
bring a dish to pass as well as 
your choice of beverage.  
 
The Umbra phase of the eclipse 
begins at 7:43 pm. Totality 
starts at 9:00 pm CST and ends 
at 9:52pm CST.  In addition, the 
Moon will be situated between 
Saturn and Regulus, adding to the 
beauty of the event. This will be the 
last total lunar eclipse for North Amer-
ica until December 2010, so don’t miss 
out!  Come on out and join us!    

On February 20th the Earth, Moon 
and Sun will treat most of North Amer-
ica to a total eclipse of the Moon.  All 
club members are welcome to join us 
starting around 6:00 pm to watch the 
event.  We’ll be meeting at Gerry 
Kocken’s office at 1519 Grant Street, 
DePere, WI 54115.  There is a nice 
level parking lot for everybody to set 
up their telescopes and plenty of room 
inside to warm up as well as bathroom 
facilities.  
 
Its not too often anymore that people 
can say they viewed an eclipse 
through an Alvin Clark refractor, but if 
you come and join us you will get the 
chance.  Gerry is planning on rolling 
out the 10 inch Clark built in 1891 that 
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Total Lunar Eclipse 
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Please join us for the February monthly 
meeting.  This month’s meeting, will be 
a joint meeting with the Packerland 
Chapter of the American Meteorologi-
cal Society.  Gary Baier & Peg Zenko  
will be giving a talk about the 
weather on other planets in the solar 
system. 

February Meeting 

February 2008 
1 Venus and Jupiter are 1° Apart at Dawn 

4—9 Winter Star Party, Spanish Harbor Key, Flor-
ida 

7 New Moon 

20 Full Moon—Total Lunar Eclipse from 9:00pm to 
9:52pm CST 

23 Saturn is at Opposition 

27 Mercury and Venus are 1.1° Apart at Dawn 

March 2008 
3 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

27° 

5 Occultation of Venus by the Moon—2:00pm 

7 New Moon 

20 Vernal Equinox—12:48am CDT 
Happy Astronomical New Year! 

21 Full Moon 

28-Apr 6 Smokey Mountain Star Gaze, Whittier, NC 

Eye in the Sky 

Library Donation 
The NPMAS Board would like to thank 
Jim Nagel for his generous donation.  
Jim donated a set of Burnham’s Celes-
tial Handbook, Volumes 1, 2, and 3 to 
the NPMAS Library.  Thanks Jim!  
Please contact Tom Cashman if you 
would like to check out these or other 
books. 

The meeting will be held from 7:00pm 
until 9:00pm, February 13th at the 
Neville Public Museum.  See you there!  

 

Wednesday, March 5th, a thin waning 
crescent Moon will slide in front of 

Venus.  Club mem-
bers are welcome to 
join us to watch the 
occultation.  This is a 
daytime event and is 
a good chance to 
find Venus during the 
day.  We will be 
meeting at Gerry 
Kocken’s office at 
1519 Grant Street, 

DePere, WI 54115.  More details, 
including time, will be listed in next 
month’s addition of The Eyepeice.   

Occultation of  Venus 
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It may only be Febrary, but the Mess-
ier Marathon is just around the corner.  
Time to start your scheming and plan-
ning to be this year’s top star dog with 
the most objects found, and all the 
bragging rights that go with it.  Since 
a telescope/binoculars and star charts 
are the two main 
weapons used in 
this epoch battle, 
let me start with 
some things one 
needs to be do-
ing to prepare 
for this year’s 
marathon. 

With all the cloudy weather we’ve had 
this past year, your telescope unfortu-
nately has been sitting and collecting 
dust rather than astronomical objects 
and is in bad need of cleaning.  If you 
have a Newtonian reflector, there’s a 
great probability that its also in need 
of collimating.  If this is the case, let us 
be of assistance.  Bring your telescope 

and/or binoculars to the Tuesday night 
telescope class at Gerry Kocken’s shop 
and let us help you clean and colli-
mate your weapon of choice for the 
Messier Marathon.  Professionals are 
standing by to take your telescope 
and be of assistance.   

Now that your telescope is ready to 
go, the next item on the to-do list is to 
determine how you’re going to put 
that Messier object into your now colli-
mated and clean light path.  This 
means thinking about star charts and 
finder scopes; which ones, and their 
ease of use.  If you find star charts 
leave you feeling like you’re falling 
into a black hole and your brain is 
being stretched to your limits by rela-
tivity, let me make a suggestion.  Your 
telescope is going to flip the view in 
the eyepiece when compared to the 
star chart.  This drives most of us crazy, 
and then on top of that, one needs to 
figure out how much of that star chart 
they’re seeing in the eyepiece to make 

any sense of it.  The purchase of a 
Telrad finder for your telescope, and 
the finder charts by Brent Watson to 
go with a Telrad, can be of relief to 
your pre-marathon stresses.  Telrads 
don’t do all of that flipping around, 
making your life’s goal of being the 
Messier Marathon winner come into 
focus.  Of course, if you’ve never used 
or looked through a Telrad, by all 
means come to one of the Tuesday 
evening sessions at Gerry’s place and 
let us show you the wonders of such a 
simple but elegant observing tool.   

As I said, it is not too early to be think-
ing about this momentous event in your 
life, the Messier Marathon.  So get 
your telescope cleaned, collimated, 
and come out and start planning how 
to use your finder scope and star 
charts.  You can do it, we can help!  
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Training for the Messier Marathon 
By Steve Mofle 

g r a r e t a i m p a c t c o  
n g e g c r o r e o o o n i s  
h i g h l a n d s p n o c o b  
o b y t i n e r e s i r i i s  
o b o r p q c r a t e r s c s  
c o n p s u n m a s o l t e a  
t u h e e i p r c l m r l e b  
a s e c c l b e a e b u o i l  
y r m u y i n g r y j e o r r  
e t s a l t a o n i s e d q r  
o r m x r y s l c i g i c o u  
i a p o r i e i t a x e t t n  
e e e g o p a t s i d a e t a  
a w a n i n g h a w l e w e a  
g w o t c e t t o p r e e r i  

albedo  
apogee  
Copernicus  
craters  
crescent 
eclipse  
ejecta  
erosion  
gibbous  
highland  
impact  
libration  
maria  

Lunar Word Search 

Moon  
perigee  
Plato  
rays  
regolith  
rilles  
Serenity 
Tranquility  
Tycho  
waning  
waxing  



For years I [Jim] have been looking for 
something to work as a portable ob-
servatory for remote sites or star par-
ties but this was a niche that largely 
went unfilled in amateur astronomy.  I 
considered removable roof tents and 
even customized a deer hunting blind 
but there was little in the way of a 
product that offered dome functional-
ity and portability. My quest led me to 
consider a POD and eventually to the 
purchase of a trailerable version of 
the ExploraDome round building. 

This summer with the portable Explora-
Dome in tow I attended the Nebraska 
Star Party. In an effort to find some 
relief from the sweltering afternoon 
heat I stumbled into the swap meet. In 
the back of the room a dome structure 
immediately caught my eye. It was the 
AstroGazer from AstroGizmos. 

In my search I had seen the advertise-
ments for the Astro-
Gazer. Years earlier I 
had seen “something 
similar” at a star party. 
It took the person about 
4 hours to set up this 
PVC contraption and 
cover it with plastic 
tarp. After seeing photos of the Astro-
Gazer’s skeleton I put it in the same 
category. It looked intimidating to 
assemble. Also because of the hefty 
(at the time) $1,800 price tag, I did 
little follow-up on the product. 

Still, I was curious so I went over to 
have a look. The first thing that caught 
my eye was the really roomy interior 
and ample headroom. Compared to 
the cozy ExploraDome’s interior, the 
AstroGazer seemed like a mansion. I 
began inspecting the structure. It was-
n’t a flimsy conglomeration of PVC 
pipes and fittings, but an obviously 
well thought out blend of thick walled 
conduit and PVC held together with 
hinge pins and marine grade nylon 
snap hook fittings. I immediately be-
gan to appreciate the engineering 
work that went into the design. The 

covering was no cheap plastic tarp 
either. The fabric consists of dual lay-
ered vinyl with a polyester weave 
backed material, found in professional 
display tents. This fabric has a full time 
use life expectancy of 5+ years in the 

southern states and 10+ 
years for the northern 
states, for temporary 
use, this should extend it 
by quite a bit. Good 
quality hook and loop 
abounded to either hold 
the skin to the frame or 

provide easily attached anchor loops 
around the poles. The dome rotation 
seemed surprisingly smooth; the dome 
ring riding on nylon bearings on the 
sides and bottom. 

I spent several minutes chatting with 
the vendor. How portable was it? The 
whole structure would fit into two 50 lb 

bags 60” long and roughly the width 
of a golf bag. The dome and wall 
coverings fit in a box about the size of 
a large suitcase. Assembly time is 
about an hour. This seemed hard to 
believe, given what appeared to be a 
million separate parts making up the 
structure. That’s when the vendor 
pointed out that in many cases a lot of 
the individual pieces were actually 
part of larger subassemblies.  The 
amply wide shutter ran the entire 
length of the dome and could be 
opened or closed to any amount sim-
ply by rolling up or down the hook 
and loop shutter strip. 

We planned on writing our joint re-
view on the ExploraDome and POD 
when we returned from the NSP. With 
what we had learned about the Astro-
Gazer from personal inspection we 
were intrigued and saw it as a viable 
contender in the low cost and portable 
observatory market. We contacted the 
vendor for production information, one 
thing led to another and we ended up 
with an evaluation copy. 

Chris and I decided to base the Astro-
Gazer review on actual field trials. 
The baptism by fire came when my 
friend Steve and I hauled the AG and 
a 10” DOB 300 miles to the Two 
Hearted Star Party in upper Michigan. 
Upon return from the THSP, Chris had 
been evaluating the AG for 15 days 
in his back yard just in time for 
17P/Holmes. 

The observatory evaluation criterion 
was formed from posts on 
Cloudynights. Although this review 
deals specifically with the AstroGazer, 
where appropriate we will compare 
or contrast the product with the other 
POD and ED, two other portable ob-
servatories we have tried.  What Chris 
and I have found is that each product; 
POD, ED or AG each have their par-
ticular strong suits where they will ex-
cel and each have their own limita-
tions. Hopefully these reviews and the 

(Continued on page 5) 

AstroGizmo’s AstroGazer 
By Chris Schroeder and Jim Welisek 

COMPARED TO THE COZY 

EXPLORADOME’S INTERIOR, 

THE ASTROGAZER SEEMED  

LIKE A MANSION.  

The AstroGazer from AstroGizmos 

Assembly of the lower walls complete and 
threading the dome ring in  

(Photo courtesy of John Shibley) 
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field experience gathered will help 
the reader select which product would 
best fit their needs and observing 
styles. 

Overall Conclusions 

Chris: My initial impression when I first 
checked out the AG was, it was over 
priced and looked flimsy. Unlike the 
POD which was, for the most part, 
exactly what I expected, the AG 
pretty much surprised me. In almost 
every instance the AstroGazer did 
better then I anticipated or expected. 
It is far stronger than it looks, less com-
plicated to assemble then it looks and 
the dome turns easier 
and smoother then I ex-
pected. Its resistance to 
fall’s gusty winds proves 
it can take it. My first 
thought that this was 
only suitable for star 
parties and short term 
usage has been changed. While I still 
believe the AG would be great for 
star parties, I also see it being used as 
a semi-permanent home/vacation 
home observatory as well.  

In closing, I want to thank you for tak-

(Continued from page 4) ing the time to read this review and I 
want to thank Jim Welisek for inviting 
me to once again do a review to-
gether and to Jeffery Goldstein for 
providing us the use of his AstroGazer 
for our review. 

Jim: I am very pleasantly surprised by 
this product.  I’ll be straight up honest. 
When I first saw an ad for the Astro-
Gazer it reminded me of a homemade 
dome I saw at a star party. I watched 
this guy put this track in the ground, 
then assemble a million pieces of PVC 
tubing and cover it with a tarp. It took 
him several hours to assemble. It was 
overcast that night and the next day I 
watched him tear the whole thing 
down, again taking many hours and 
many bundles of PVC pipe.   

This is NOT the AstroGazer for sure.  
The AstroGazer is an excellent design, 
well engineered and sub-assembled. It 
is strong when fully assembled and 
highly portable with a reasonably fast 
assembly/teardown time. When not in 
use it can fit in a closet and when be-
ing transported could be roof top 
portable. It could be transported in a 
single vehicle along with reasonably 
large telescope equipment. 

Although not evaluated by us, there is 
also a “planetarium” version of the 
AstroGazer. From the standpoint of a 
school or astronomy club this would be 
a cool idea. At the very least a port-
able ‘community dome’ for group star 
parties is a nice idea. 

In short the pros for the 
product are full dome 
functionality and port-
ability as well as ease 
of storage when not in 
use. The single weak-
ness is security if unat-

tended and to a lesser extent assem-
bly requiring a ladder. 

Areas not explored were long term 
weather ability and real cold winter 
operations. 

Is it worth the money? Are $150 boot 

heaters worth it if they made a $2000 
ski vacation a good experience rather 
than a miserable one? I can tell you 
from personal experience, having a 
portable dome has saved many a 
dewy or windy evening at a star party 
or remote site.  A dome is good. 

Do I own an AstroGazer? No, maybe 
someday. As a “grab and go” port-
able it would be hard to beat. 

The usual thanks to Gary and Chris, 
but I’d also like to thank Chris’s wife 
Jackie for allowing their back yard to 
be another testing ground (“Oh no! 
Not another POD!”). No, it was the 
AstroGazer.   

Editor’s Note: The full article submitted 
by Chris and Jim thoroughly reviewed 
this product covering a wide range of 
criteria including portability, ease of 
assembly, cost, structurally integrity and 
more.  If you would like to read the full 
article you can find it on the NPMAS 
Yahoo! Group at http://tech.groups. 
yahoo.com/group/NPMAS/ under the 
files section or by contacting the editor. IN ALMOST EVERY INSTANCE 

THE ASTROGAZER DID BETTER 

THEN I ANTICIPATED OR 

EXPECTED. 

-CHRIS  

The AstroGazer with NPMAS member Dick 
Francini’s 16” DOB from the outside. Note the 
low transom and wide door with one of the 

wall supports removed. Note the large shutter. 
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Mercury Poses for a Close-Up 
By Brian Chopp 
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Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 
By Brian Chopp 

The NASA MES-
SANGER probe took 
these pictures of Mer-
cury’s Cratered sur-
face during the mis-
sion’s first fly-by on 
January 14th.  MES-
SANGER is the first 
probe to visit the solar 
system’s inner most 
planet since Mariner 
10’s visit 35 years 
ago.  MESSANGER will 
make two more fly-bys 
of Mercury in October 
2008 and September 
2009 before entering 
orbit in March of 
2011.   

January 3rd through the 5th was our 
annual Camp U-Na-Li-Ya weekend in 
Suring, Wisconsin.  Everyone had a 
great time!  Thanks to Gerry Kocken 
and Mary for their magnificent job 
cooking.  And a big thanks to George 
McCourt for getting us into the camp’s 
newly renovated accommodations! 

Photos by George McCourt 

Photos from NASA/Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory/Carnegie Institution of Washington  
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Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

In an effort to keep dues at their current price, will you download and print a copy of the monthly 
newsletter, The Eyepiece, from the NPMAS website, rather than having it mailed to you? 

YES 

NO 

Will you allow your personal information to be listed on the NPMAS Roster*? (Information will include: 
name, telephone, email and observing equipment only). 
*please note, this roster will NOT be available online, but will be available to all members, and cannot be 
used for anything other than official club business. 

YES 

NO 

Please list your primary observing equipment (binoculars and/or telescopes): 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Surveys must be returned by 15 February 2008. 
Return them to: Dick Francini 1805 Christie Court, DePere WI, 54115 or return 
them at the February club meeting. 



NPMAS members have access to two observing sites located on 
private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Crivitz Observing 
This is the private residence of Dave 
Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 
the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres 
of land, this site offers some of the darkest 
skies around.  The field is equipped with 
electricity and the far cabin is available for 
use.  Please call ahead to make arrange-
ments. 
Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston 
Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 
Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 
anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   
Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 
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Board Members 
Gary Baier 
gbaier@netnet.net 
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Brian Chopp 
bchopp@new.rr.com 
920-544-0708 
 
Katrina DeWitt 
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The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-
cation of the Neville Public Mu-
seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-
terial in The Eyepiece may be 
reprinted for nonprofit use with 
proper credit and consent from 
both the editor and writer.  The 
editor reserves the right to ac-
cept or refuse, edit for content, 
etc., any article or image submit-
ted for publication. 
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Editors : Brian and Ann Chopp 
Circulation : 100 

Submissions can be emailed to 
bchopp@new.rr.com 

or mailed to 
2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge, for 
a one month period, one of the three club telescopes 
available.  Please contact Gerry 
Kocken at 920-336-8594 or at 
gerryk@kockenwi.com to make 
arrangements.  The three 
telescope available are: 

• 10 inch Dobsonian 
Telescope 

• 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

• 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 
and videos covering a wide variety 
of topics including observing, the 
solar system, stars and more.  Items 
can be checked out at monthly club 
meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-
man at 920-432-2261.  
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