
Kevin Nasal for sharing their 

articles and pictures with us. 

Remember, The Eyepiece is 

another way for club mem-

bers to share their enjoyment 

of astronomy with the rest of 

the club.  We look forward 

to publishing the 2009 news-

letters and continued help 

from the club. 

Brian and Ann Chopp   

Well, our first year as edi-

tors of The Eyepiece is in the 

books and it has been a 

great experience.  Ann and I 

hope you enjoyed receiving 

the issues each month.  We 

have certainly enjoyed pub-

lishing them for you.   

While we work hard each 

month to create the newslet-

ter for you, the truth is we 

would not be able to do it 

without the help of others.  I 

would like a minute to thank 

all of the people that con-

tributed to The Eyepiece this 

year by taking the time to 

share your enthusiasm of 

astronomy with the club and 

writing articles and submit 

photos.  Without their help, 

this newsletter would not be 

anywhere near as enjoyable 

and certainly a lot thinner.   

I would like to extend a big 

thank you to Dick Francini, 

Chris Schroeder, George 

McCourt, Don DeWitt, 

Katrina DeWitt, Wayne 

Kuhn, Amy Hannon-Drew, 

Steve Mofle, Dan Sheber, Ed 

Smith, Tom Cashman and 

Please join us for the Decem-

ber monthly meeting.  The 

topic of this month’s 

meeting will depend 

on the weather.  If the 

weather cooperates, 

we’ill be going outside 

to do a little winter 

observing from the 

museum parking lot.  

Otherwise, we will stay in-

side and watch q movie from 

Ron Parmentier’s video li-

brary.  The club will be pro-

viding popcorn to snack on. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

December 

10th at the 

Neville Public 

Museum.  And 

as always, you 

are welcome 

to join us at 

Happy Joe’s 

for pizza afterwards.  We 

hope to see you there!   

Don’t forget to sign up for 

this year’s holiday party, 

scheduled for Wednesday, 

January 14, 2009 at The 

Woods Golf Club on Erie 

Road in Green Bay.  Pay-

ments and meal selection are 

due by the December meet-

ing if you would like to at-

tend so sign up soon!  We 

will once again be having a 

white elephant gift giving.  
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10-11 The Moon Occults the Pleiades 

12 Full Moon 

13-14 Geminid Meteor Shower 

21 Winter Solstice 

23-30 Saturn’s Rings are Thinnest of the Year 

27 New Moon 

27 Neptune and Venus are 1.5° Apart 

January 2009 

3 Quadrantid Meteor Shower Peaks 

4 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 19° 

10 Full Moon 

14 Venus is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 47° 

21 The Moon Passes 0.02° of Antares 

26 New Moon 

Eye in the Sky 

weekend, access to all camp facilities 

and activities and two meals on Satur-

day.   

The skies are among the 

darkest in Wisconsin so 

bring your telescopes 

along.  Lodging is in 

group cabins and this 

year we have reserved 

cabins 6 and 8.  These 

are the same cabins we had 

last year and feature a fire-

place in the common room, two sepa-

rate bunk rooms and a smaller room 

that we set up as the "FOOD ROOM".  

Cabin 6 is about 20ft away from the 

bathroom and shower and cabin 8 is 

not too much further away.   

This is always a really fun time 

and we hope to see everyone 

there.  Please send your pay-

ment to Dick Francini by Decem-

ber 26th.  His address is 1805 

Christie Court, DePere, WI 

54115.   

Preparations are well under way for 

our annual Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Winter 

Weekend.  It is scheduled for the sec-

ond weekend in January from Friday 

the 9th to Sunday the 11th.   

This annual adventure includes cross 

country skiing, snow shoeing, ice skat-

ing, ice fishing, sledding, a sauna and 

relaxing by a warm fireplace and 

maybe even some observing!  Choose 

to do as much or little as you like.  The 

cost is $35.00 per person and children 

under 10 are $30.00 each.  Included 

in this cost is your lodging for the 

The NPMAS will be holding a Begin-

ners Observing program.  The pro-

gram is designed to offer a small 

group setting with other, less experi-

enced members to learn the night sky, 

what’s in it, and how to observe it, in a 

relaxed and fun-filled atmosphere.  It 

will be partly based on the Astronomi-

cal League’s Universe Sampler Ob-

serving Program. 

This program will be held at the Mu-

seum before the monthly meetings 

from 6:15pm to 6:45pm starting Feb-

ruary 2009 and running through July.   

If you are interested in this program, 

be sure to sign up.  You can sign up at 

one of the monthly meeting or by 

sending an email to Katrina DeWitt at 

gate-geek@ tds.net.  Sign up is re-

quired.   

Winter Observing in Snowy Suring 
By George McCourt 

Beginning Observing Program 
 

Board Meeting 
The next NPMAS board meeting 

will be held on December 3rd at 

7:00pm at the home of Don and 

Katrina DeWitt, 1081 Raleigh 

Street, Green Bay, WI  54304.  All 

club members are welcome to at-

tend.   



Jupiter.  A few even said that they 

could see its rings.  I tried to explain 

that they were looking at Jupiter, not 

Saturn, but they enjoyed the experi-

ence anyway.  Some of the kids 

commented that they were cover-

ing telescopes and astronomy in 

school so I guess it was good tim-

ing.  Even a few of the adults 

came over to look.  Overall, most 

of the kids really enjoyed looking 

at it. 

Many of the kids thanked me for 

showing them Jupiter but I the 

best comment came a few days 

later.  I was walking through the 

neighborhood taking Maddie, my 

daughter, for a stroller ride.  

There was a young boy riding a 

scooter.  He came over to me and 

said, “I know you.  You were the 

one that had the big telescope out on 

Halloween.”  I told him that I was.  He 

thanked me again and then excitingly 

asked if I was going to be doing it 

again next year.  I said I would.  

Hopefully the weather cooperates as 

well as it did this year.   
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Last Halloween, Chris Schroeder 

shared with us how he set up his tele-

scope for the trick-or-treaters, treating 

them to a view of the Moon.  I thought 

it was a great idea and also 

thought it would be a nice way to 

share the night sky with kids.  So this 

year I gave it a try.  The Moon was 

close to new this Halloween so I 

wouldn’t be able to show the kids 

that.  But Jupiter was out, so I 

thought I would make a good target 

instead. 

Trick-or-treating in Howard, where I 

live, was from 5:00 to 7:00.  A cou-

ple nights before, I went outside to 

see what time I would be able to 

find Jupiter in the sky and where it 

would be located.  The Sun didn’t 

set until around 5:30 so it wasn’t 

until around 6:00 before I was able 

to find Jupiter in the sky.  I would at 

least be able to show the kids Jupiter 

during the last half of trick-or-treating.  

I wanted to set up on my front drive-

way but there are several trees 

nearby.  So I also scoped out a nice 

location in advance where I could set 

up my telescope and observe from 

6:00 until 7:00.  I found a nice spot 

toward the end of my driveway. 

On Halloween, I set up my 10” Dob-

sonian telescope around 4:30 in the 

spot I chose and waited for the trick-

or-treaters to come.  The sky was clear 

and the weather was warm.  You 

really couldn’t ask for better condi-

tions.  As expected, I wasn’t able to 

show the kids anything for the first 

hour.  Many of the kids had never seen 

a large telescope before, especially 

one configured like a Dobsonian, with-

out a tripod.  Some thought it was 

some sort of cannon that would shoot 

candy into the air.  I was sorry to dis-

appoint them but told them if they 

came back later, I would show them 

Jupiter. 

By about 6:00 I was able to find Jupi-

ter so I aimed the telescope and 

started to let people look.  I had quite 

a few people look through it, proba-

bly around 30.  Some didn’t believe 

that they would actually be able to 

see Jupiter when I asked them if they 

wanted to take a look.  Many of the 

kids were amazed to see it.  I’m sure it 

was the first time they looked at it 

through a telescope.  Most were able 

to notice the cloud band by themselves 

and then the moons once I pointed 

them out.  Callisto, Ganymede, and 

Europa were visible but Io was behind 

(Ganymede), with both moons in transit 

right around 6:00CDT when Jupiter 

was near its high point and just after 

the sunset.  I had been out of town for 

a week but got back late Monday the 

27th and would be home to try these.  

It turned out to be somewhat clear 

both nights. Like I mentioned in the last 

article, good luck plays an important 

role in this type of observation. 

Europa transits occur fairly often, but 

Ganymede transits happen less often, 

so getting an opportunity to observe 

both on consecutive clear nights is very 

good fortune indeed.  I won’t put you 

(Continued on page 4) 

Halloween Observing Treat 
By Brian Chopp 

Jupiter Transit—Part 2:  Europa and Ganymede 
By Dick Francini 

I mentioned in my article in last month’s 

newsletter that I hoped to try a few 

more Jupiter moon transits while Jupi-

ter is still fairly high in the sky.  My 

time frame to do this is extremely lim-

ited because Jupiter’s high point in the 

sky each night is getting earlier each 

night, and is now just before sunset.  

The view of the planet degrades sig-

nificantly if it’s not close to its highest 

point in the sky due to Jupiter’s very 

low position in the sky during this cur-

rent observing cycle.  I checked out the 

Jupiter moon chart in Sky & Telescope 

and found that there were two transits 

scheduled on consecutive nights, Oct 

28th (Europa) and Oct 29th 
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through the math exercise again, ex-

cept to say that Ganymede transits 

(about 51 per year) are not as rare as 

Callisto transits (just under 22 per 

year) but still are not regular 

occurrences like Io or Europa 

transits.  There are about 6 

Io and Europa transits for 

every one Ganymede tran-

sit. 

The Observing Handbook and 

Sky & Telescope both indicate that a 

Europa transit is possible to see if the 

moon is crossing one of the darker 

belts, as Europa is the lightest colored 

moon (actually, its lighter in color then 

all parts of Jupiter).  They seem to 

disagree on the Ganymede transit.  

The Observing Handbook indicating it 

is easier due to Ganymede’s large 

size (the largest moon in the solar sys-

tem) and the Sky & Tel article com-

menting that due to Ganymede’s color, 

it just tends to blend in with the back-

ground colors (although they do men-

tion its large size as well).  I am going 

into this with less than great confi-

dence! 

The seeing on the 27th was poor.  The 

combination of the turbulent atmos-

phere and the stiff westerly wind shak-

ing my scope made it impossible to 

locate Europa during its transit despite 

knowing exactly where to look.  It 

would seem that at least fair/average 

seeing, and preferably good seeing, is 

required in order to have a shot at 

seeing this moon.  The next night was 

much better, with only light winds and 

seeing probably average (3 on a 5 

point scale).  Ganymede was easy to 

see, a fairly large grey dot looking 

just like a dim shadow transit.  It ap-

peared right where the Sky and Tele-

scope Java Script interactive program 

predicted, transiting right along the 

North Temperate Belt.  For a brief 

period, seeing improved to slightly 

above average and some of Jupiter’s 

surface features popped out, but it 

soon got worse again. The transit 

(Continued from page 3) started at 4:49 CDT and Ganymede 

was about 1/3 of the way across the 

planet when I first started observing 

just before 6:00.  It was centered on 

the planet about 6:20 and finished at 

8:06 CDT.  During the two hours from 

when I started observing to near 

the end of the transit, Jupiter 

had dropped considerably 

lower in the sky resulting in a 

much degraded view.  The moon 

was not visible near the end of the 

transit, probably due to the poorer 

seeing conditions, but also possibly 

due in part to less contrast due to limb 

darkening on Jupiter (the phenomena 

where a planet appears darker near 

its edge).  Ganymede was visible 

again as it started coming out from in 

front of the planet, with Jupiter then 

resembling a planet with a tiny bump 

or growth on its edge. 

I got one more chance to 

attempt another Europa 

transit on the evening of 

Nov 4th. Jupiter is now at 

its highest point in the sky 

45 minutes before sunset 

(about 4:30 CST) and this 

transit did not start until 

5:58, almost 1 ½ hours after Jupiter’s 

transit in the sky. I’m on shaky ground 

from the get go. Despite this fact, see-

ing was still a decent 3/5. As Europa 

started its transit it was very bright 

against the darker limb, but I was only 

able to follow it for about 20 minutes. 

As Jupiter dipped rapidly lower in the 

sky, the seeing fell off badly and a 

wind kicked up and started rattling the 

scope slightly. At this point Europa was 

no longer visible. I was left with the 

feeling that following a Europa transit 

might be possible under better condi-

tions, as it seemed so incredibly bright 

against Jupiter’s darker cloud bands 

at the start of this transit. Unfortu-

nately tonight’s observation was mostly 

a failure, but the failed attempts make 

the successes all that much sweeter. 

I’ve talked a lot about Jupiter’s low 

position in the sky and the importance 

of observing it when its near its high 

point in the sky, in all cases I noticed 

that there seemed to be a threshold 

point after which observing Jupiter 

quickly became very difficult.  From 

my northern location, about 45 de-

grees north, Jupiter’s high point in the 

sky is a very low 23 degrees above 

the horizon, hardly a primo observing 

spot.  I think my math is correct, 45 

degrees north and Jupiter at -22 de-

grees declination?  On this night Jupi-

ter transited at 4:30 and set 8:30, so 

it’s dropping very rapidly over just a 

four hour period, about 5 degrees per 

hour!  I guess it should be no surprise 

that observing any more than 2 hours 

after Jupiter transits is a very difficult 

task, and certainly had a negative 

effect on this attempt.  When your 

observing chair is on the lowest possi-

ble setting and you 

are almost sitting on 

the ground and the 

scope appears al-

most parallel to the 

ground, it’s a clue 

you might be looking 

at something a little 

too low in the sky.  I 

wonder if observers in the south real-

ize just how lucky they are!  I now wish 

I had started this project earlier in the 

year when Jupiter was still transiting in 

the dark. 

I’m labeling this project a success, but 

with a little more work to do.  I have 

now seen transits of the two largest 

moons over a four week period; some-

thing I never realized was possible 

before starting this project.  This is a 

great observing project that can be 

done from your backyard, without the 

normal road trip to a dark sky loca-

tion; it turned out to be both interesting 

and unexpected. I used a 16” scope, 

but I’m fairly sure it could be accom-

plished with smaller scopes under 

good seeing conditions (at least the 

Callisto and Ganymede portions).  

Give it a try, good luck and clear 

skies.    

 

THIS IS A GREAT OBSERVING 

PROJECT THAT CAN BE DONE 

FROM YOUR BACKYARD, 

WITHOUT THE NORMAL ROAD 

TRIP TO A DARK SKY LOCATION 

 



Volume 20, Issue 12 

On October 3rd, 2008, we headed 

out for the drive up to Dave 

Jorgenson’s for COW weekend, and I 

was hoping for some clear skies for at 

least some of the night.  The forecast 

for that Friday night wasn’t the best, 

so maybe some club members were a 

little hesitant about going.  I had to 

work all day, so I had to drive most of 

the way in twilight, and didn’t really 

get there until dark.  As I was driving, I 

noticed the skies getting more and 

more clear, so I thought that several 

members would be set up and already 

starting to observe when I arrived. 

When Dave came out of his house and 

said I was the first one there, I was 

very surprised about that bit of news 

because it looked like an excellent 

night for observing.  I then went to the 

cabin to unpack and get my daughter 

Monica to bed, as she was getting 

tired already.  It was about 9:00 or so 

before I got to the observing site to set 

up and by the time I got set up, Dave 

came out to set up his telescope and 

he brought some friends with him.  His 

friends were expecting to see many 

telescopes and objects galore, and 

they seemed excited as they got near 

the observing site area. 

When they saw it was only Dave and 

myself, they were somewhat surprised, 

but it looked like they made the best 

of it.  We basically observed many of 

the favorite objects such as the ring 

nebula, M13, M51, M81, M82, M31-

32, M33, and the Veil nebula to name 

a few.  I think Dave got Jupiter too, 

and a few other Messier objects be-

tween both of us.  We also had some 

conversation, and I think all of us had 

a rather good time.  I really enjoyed 

viewing the Veil nebula and M33 in 

my 12” LightBridge.  I saw good spiral 

structure in M33 like I never saw be-

fore, so that made my night. 

After a week of work, I got tired, and 

called it quits early.  Since we knew it 

wasn’t going to rain for the next day 

or so, I just covered everything up, and 

left my telescope at the site. 

The next day, we were pretty much on 

our own until later in the day.  Monica 

and I found some fun things to do dur-

ing the day.  In the late afternoon, we 

went over by Dave’s house to see what 

the plan was.  They were doing a 

cookout with a new grill, and were 

planning for their friends to come for 

dinner and observing, but the food 

was taking twice as long to cook.  

Some of Dave’s friends wanted to do 

some solar observing before sundown, 

so I had set up my 80mm binoculars 

with sun filters and Dave had a small 

telescope with a sun filter.  It was a 

challenge because the sun was al-

ready starting to go behind trees, 

however we did manage to get a few 

peeks. 

While Dave and his friends had din-

ner, Monica and I (Dan Sheber) went 

to the observing site to start observing.   

I started out by showing Monica a few 

favorites and then I let her see what 

she could find.  She was really enjoy-

ing her observing adventure but by 

the time the rest of the group came 

(from their late dinner), we were get-

ting to the end of our observing.  We 

observed with the group for about an 

hour, and then we decided to call it a 

night while the rest of them stayed out 

longer.  Since I wasn’t there to see 

what they observed, COW was techni-

cally over for me.  I had intentions to 

go back to the site after my daughter 

fell asleep but I got interested in the 

Wisconsin Badger game, and dosed 

off myself. 

All in all, it was a good COW week-

end, but I wished that more of the club 

members would have come.   

telescope was generously do-

nated by Steve Gruesen. 

If you are interested in borrow-

ing one of these telescopes or 

any of the other three tele-

scopes available, please contact 

Gerry Kocken at 676-6363 or 

at gerryk@kockenwi.com to 

make arrangements.  Remem-

ber, the loaner scopes are 

available to all club members, 

free of charge, so enjoy.   

There are two additional telescopes 

available for members of the NPMAS 

to borrow!  The first new telescope is a 

Meade ETX125 Cassegrain telescope 

with Auto Star controls, red dot finder, 

and w/level-North time module.  This 

telescope was graciously donated by 

Dick Oliver. 

The second telescope is a Bushnell 

Voyager 60mm diameter 700mm fo-

cal length refractor with red dot 

finder, tripod, and talking device to 

lead you through some observing. This 
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A Small Crowd at COW 
By Dan Sheber  

Additional Loaner Telescopes 
By George McCourt and Brian Chopp 



NPMAS members have access to two observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres 

of land, this site offers some of the darkest 

skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for 

use.  Please call ahead to make arrange-

ments. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston 

Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
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NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact Gerry Kocken at 

920-676-6363 or at ger-

ryk@kockenwi.com to make 

arrangements.  The five tele-

scope available are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


