
on average once every other 

month.  During special 

events, such as Astronomy 

Day or preparation for next 

year‟s schedule, additional 

meetings may be called.  

Board members must attend 

at least half of all meetings 

held. 

This is a great opportunity to 

get involved with the Soci-

ety.  The Board is not a diffi-

cult job, nor does it require 

any special skills or talents, 

just a love of astronomy and 

a desire to make NPMAS the 

best club it can be.  Mem-

(Continued on page 3) 

Once again, elections for the 

NPMAS Board of Direc-

tors are here!  The first step 

in the election process is to 

create a list of nominees who 

are willing and able to serve 

on the board.  We started 

taking nominations for the 

upcoming election at the Au-

gust meeting but there is still 

time to submit them.  Nomi-

nations will be accepted 

through the September 9th 

general membership meeting 

or by email before that 

date. 

What is the Board anyway?  

It consists of nine elected 

individuals who serve a term 

of two years.  The new term 

begins November 1st.  Each 

elected Board member must 

be at least 18 years old.  

So what responsibilities does 

the Board have?  The main 

duties of the Board consist of 

managing the affairs of the 

society and developing and 

scheduling society activities.  

The biggest of these include 

selection of topics and 

speakers for the monthly 

meetings for the following 

year, planning of Astronomy 

Day and public observing 

weekends. 

The Board generally meets 

Please join us for the Sep-

tember monthly meeting.  

This month‟s meeting will be 

an observing meeting.  If the 

weather cooperates, we will 

be outside in the museum 

parking lot doing what we 

love, enjoying the wonders 

of the night sky.  The club 

telescopes will be available 

to use, otherwise feel free to 

bring your own scope.  If the 

weather does not cooperate, 

Chris Schroeder will be giv-

ing a talk about technology 

in amateur astronomy includ-

ing go-to drives, electronic 

setting circles, astro-software 

and astronomy resources on 

the internet. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

September 9th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.  And as always, we 

will be heading to Happy 

Joe‟s for pizza after the 

meeting.  Hope you can join 

us.   

Upcoming Events 
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planets are there in our solar system?”  

My guess was two, Mercury and Ve-

nus.  That was also the answer the con-

testant gave.  To my surprise, Jeff Fox-

worthy, the host, said that two was 

incorrect.  The contestant was saved 

by the fifth grader, who gave the cor-

rect answer; four. 

So this month‟s Sky Talk is a correction 

to my July article and covers the dif-

ference between the INNER planets 

and the INFERIOR planets.  No, one 

isn‟t worth less than the other.  The 

INNER planets refer to the planets of 

the inner solar system.  These planets 

are also referred to as the terrestrial 

or rocky planets.  There are four of 

them: Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars.  

The term I should‟ve used was INFE-

RIOR planets which refers to the plan-

ets that orbit the Sun inside of Earth‟s 

orbit.  There are two of these: Mercury 

and Venus. 

The opposite of inner planet is outer 

planet.  Outer planets are planets of 

the outer solar system.  They are also 

called the gas giant or Jovian planets.  

There are four of these as well: Jupi-

ter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.  The 

opposite term for inferior planet is 

superior planet.  This refers to the 

planets that orbit the Sun outside of 

Earth‟s orbit.  These are Mars, Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. 

So that is the correct terminology for 

inner planet and the difference be-

tween inner planets and inferior plan-

ets.  I‟m Brian Chopp and I am not 

smarter 

than a 5th 

grader.  

 

For the last couple of months I‟ve been 

writing a column called Sky Talk.  The 

aim was to give new astronomers ex-

planations for astronomical events that 

I list in the Eye in the Sky section.  In 

the July edition of The Eyepiece, I 

wrote an article about greatest elon-

gation.  In it I explained that, 

“Elongation is a term used with the 

INNER planets, Mercury and Venus, 

and refers to the angular distance 

between them and the Sun; or in other 

words, how far apart the planets ap-

pear from the Sun in the sky.” 

Well, one Friday in August I was 

watching Are You Smarter than a Fifth 

Grader?.  The contestant asked to see 

the 3rd Grade Astronomy question.  

The question was, “How many inner 
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Sky Talk—Inner Planet vs. Inferior Planet 
By Brian Chopp 
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September 2009 

4 Full Moon 

17 Uranus is at Opposition 

17-20 Prairie Skies Star Party 

18 New Moon 

21 Asteroid Juno is at Opposition 

22 Autumnal Equinox at 4:19pm CDT 

October 2009 

4 Full Moon 

5 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

18° 

13 Jupiter is Stationary 

18 New Moon 

21 Orionid Meteor Shower Peaks 

Eye in the Sky 

Sun

Jupiter NeptuneUranusMarsVenus EarthMercury Saturn

Inner Planets Outer Planets

Inferior Planets Superior Planets
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This month‟s Parmentier Observing 

Weekend will be held September18th 

and 19th. 

If there are any astronomical favorites 

you would like to view through the 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, 

feel free to contact Don DeWitt at 

ddwitt@tds.net to add your request. 

 

Hope you can make it out and observe 

with us.   

Hi!  My name is Jim 

Calaway.  I have been 

interested in astronomy 

since I was a kid (I'm 30 

now), but I've been 

more serious into it in 

the last five years or 

so.  

I don't yet have a particular interest in 

one thing.  I am fond of planetary 

conjunctions and lunar photography 

however since I've been doing that as 

long as I can remember.  I have more 

time now to observe and photograph 

because my daughter is twenty months 

old and is more independent, so I don't 

feel so bad leaving my fiancé Rose in 

the house while I go outside for a few 

hours.   

I am a machinist and work 

early (5 am) so its sometimes 

convenient to wake up an hour 

early and do some observing 

before work. I found out about 

the NPMAS through an online 

search. 

Thank you, and I‟ll see you at the next 

meeting, 

Jim Calaway   

Welcome to the club Jim!   

bers are always welcome to the Board 

meetings and we are always looking 

for new ideas.  

Nominations will be taken again at the 

September 9th meeting or by email to 

Julie Mofle, nominations chair.  Elec-

tions will be held at the October 14th 

meeting. If you will need an absentee 

ballot, please contact Julie Mofle at 

(920) 788-8855 or 

juliemofle@sbcglobal.net. 

So please, nominate yourself or some-

one you know for the Board.  If you 

need more information on the Board, 

please talk to any current or past 

Board member.  They'll be happy to 

answer any questions.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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Ganymede   

Callisto   

Io 

Europa   

Himalia   

Moons of Jupiter Word Search 

I  R  E  E  I  S  P  H  L  P  H 

T  M  G  S  E  E  A  T  A  P  I 

H  C  A  L  L  I  S  T  O  A  M 

E  A  N  L  Y  S  I  T  H  E  A 

B  N  Y  T  O  I  P  A  D  E  L 

E  A  M  A  L  T  H  E  A  P  I 

M  N  E  L  A  R  A  A  H  O  A 

R  K  D  M  A  D  E  L  I  N  E 

A  E  E  U  R  O  P  A  O  I  L 

C  I  U  Y  A  M  E  T  I  S  L 

H  S  H  A  T  O  A  E  N  A  S 

Amalthea  

Elara   

Thebe 

Pasiphae 

Carme   

Sinope 

Lysithea 

Metis 

Ananke   

Leda 

Find the above 15 moons of Jupiter (ordered by mass) in the puzzle.  

Words maybe up, down, left or right. 



Northwoods Starfest a Stellar Event 
Photos by George McCourt 

Around 20 NPMAS club members had 

a great time at this year‟s Northwoods 

Starfest hosted by the Chippewa Val-

ley Astronomical Society and held Au-

gust 21st through the 23rd at Hartman 

Creek State Park.   

Attendees were treated to two great 

nights of observing which is a rarity for 

a Wisconsin star party.  The club was 

also lucky in the door price category 

with several club members winning 

great door prizes.   
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You know Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. 

But how about their smaller cousins 

Eris, Ceres, Orcus, and Makemake? 

How about Easterbunny? 

These are all names given to relatively 

large “planet-like” objects recently 

found in the outer reaches 

of our solar system.  Some 

were just temporary nick-

names, others are now 

official and permanent.  

Each has a unique story. 

“The names we chose are 

important,” says Caltech 

astronomer Mike Brown, 

who had a hand in many 

of the discoveries.  “These 

objects are a part of our 

solar system; they're in 

our neighborhood.  We 

„gravitate‟ to them more if 

they have real names, 

instead of technical names 

like 2003 UB313.” 

Nearby planets such as 

Venus and Mars have 

been known since antiq-

uity and were named by the ancient 

Romans after their gods.  In modern 

times, though, who gets to name newly 

discovered dwarf planets and other 

important solar-system bodies? 

In short, whoever finds it names it.  For 

example, a few days after Easter 

2005, Brown and his colleagues dis-

covered a bright dwarf planet orbit-

ing in the Kuiper belt.  The team‟s in-

formal nickname for this new object 

quickly became Easterbunny. 

However, ever since its formation in 

1919, the International Astronomical 

Union (IAU) ultimately decides whether 

to accept or reject the name suggested 

by an object‟s discoverers.  

“Easterbunny" probably wouldn‟t be 

approved. 

According to IAU guidelines, comets 

are named after whoever discovered 

them—such as comet Hale-Bopp, 

named after its discoverers Alan Hale 

and Thomas Bopp.  Asteroids can be 

named almost anything.  IAU rules 

state that objects in the Kuiper belt 

should be given mythological names 

related to creation. 

So Brown‟s team started brainstorming.  

They considered several Easter-esque 

names: Eostre, the pagan mythological 

figure that may be Easter‟s namesake; 

Manabozho, the Algonquin rabbit 

trickster god. 

In the end, they settled on Makemake 

(pronounced MAH-kay MAH-kay), the 

creator of humanity in the mythology 

of Easter Island, so named because 

Europeans first arrived there on Easter 

1722. 

Other names have other rationales.  

The dwarf planet discovered in 2005 

that triggered a fierce debate over 

Pluto‟s status was named Eris, for the 

Greek goddess of strife and 

discord.  Another dwarf 

planet with an orbit that mir-

rors Pluto‟s was dubbed Or-

cus, a god in Etruscan mythol-

ogy that, like Pluto, ruled the 

underworld. 

Brown says he takes “this 

naming business” very seri-

ously and probably spends 

too much time on it.  “But I 

enjoy it.”  More tales of dis-

covery and naming may be 

found in Brown's blog Mike-

BrownsPlanets.com. 

Constellations have also been 

named after ancient gods, 

human figures, and animals.  

Kids can start to learn their 

constellations by making a 

Star Finder for this month at 

spaceplace.nasa.gov/ 

en/kids/st6starfinder/st6starfinder.sht

ml. There you will also find a handy 

explanation of why astrology has no 

place in science. 

This article was provided by the Jet Pro-

pulsion Laboratory, California Institute 

of Technology, under a contract with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration.   

A Planet Named Easterbunny? 
From Space Place Partners‟ 

Caption: Artist‟s rendering of dwarf planet MakeMake, discovered around 
Easter 2005.  Unlikely to gain acceptance their nickname Easterbunny, the dis-
coverers named it for the god of humanity in the mythology of Easter Island. 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

Gary Baier—920-391-9654 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 
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Board Members 

Gary Baier 

gbaier@netnet.net 

920-391-9654 

 

Brian Chopp 

bchopp@new.rr.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Katrina DeWitt 

gate-geek@tds.net 

920-405-8534 

 

George McCourt 

geokat73@sbcglobal.net 

920-468-9296 

 

Chris Schroeder 

chris@jsaonline.com 

920-406-5277 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Historians 

 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Contact 

 

 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

 

Website 

Yahoo! Coordinator 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

George McCourt 

George McCourt 

Don DeWitt 

Katrina DeWitt 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Mike Monfils 

Katrina DeWitt 

Steve Mofle 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

George McCourt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Don DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Officers 

President 

Gerry Kocken 

gerryk@kockenwi.com 

920-338-9720  

920-676-6363 

 

Vice President 

Don DeWitt 

ddwitt@tds.net 

920-405-8534 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com 

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Amy Hannon-Drew 

momran2@yahoo.com 

920-499-0395 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-
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reprinted for nonprofit use with 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact Gerry Kocken at 

920-676-6363 or at ger-

ryk@kockenwi.com to make 

arrangements.  The five tele-

scope available are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


