
December 9th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.  And as always, we 

will be heading to Happy 

Joe’s for pizza after the 

meeting.  Hope you can join 

us.   

Please join us for the Decem-

ber monthly meeting.  This 

month’s meeting will be our 

final observing meeting of 

the year.  The first half of 

the meeting will take place 

inside the museum as usual.  

Then, if the weather cooper-

ates, we will be outside in 

the museum parking lot do-

ing what we enjoy doing 

most, observing the wonders 

of the night sky.  The club 

telescopes will be available 

to use; otherwise feel free to 

bring your own scope.  If the 

weather does not cooperate, 

we will have a main speaker. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

Another year has come and 

gone and with it, another 

twelve issues of The Eyepiece.  

Ann and I hope you enjoyed 

receiving the issues each 

month.  We very much en-

joyed publishing them for 

you.  

Much of what makes The 

Eyepiece worthwhile are the 

articles and photos submitted 

by the club.  We would like 

to take a minute to thank 

those of you that kept the 

club informed or shared your 

enthusiasm of astronomy with 

the club by writing articles 

and submitting photos.  

Without your help, this news-

letter would not be what it is.   

We would like to extend 

thanks to Tom Cashman, 

Steve Delvoye, Dhienna Del-

voye, Don DeWitt, Katrina 

DeWitt, Dick Francini, Amy 

Hannon-Drew, Tom 

Jorgenson, Gerry Kocken, 

Wayne Kuhn, George 

McCourt, Julie Mofle, Steve 

Mofle, Kevin Nasal, Chris 

Schroeder, Jim Sentowski, Ed 

Smith, Lynn Ward, Mitch 

Woesner and Peg Zenko for 

sharing their articles and 

pictures with us. 

We always welcome any-

thing you would like to sub-

mit and share with the club.  

We look forward to the pub-

lishing 2010 and your contin-

ued support. 

Thank you, 

Brian and Ann Chopp 
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take 41/141 north from Green Bay to 

the NEW Zoo exit in Saumico.  This is 

the exit for Hwy B/Sunset Beach Road.  

Exit east and go 1/2 mile to the Stop 

sign at Hwy J/Lakeview Drive.  Turn 

north on Hwy J and travel 0.9 miles 

until you reach Resort Road, the first 

right turn.  Turn east onto Resort Road.  

Take this road 1.4 miles, almost to the 

end, and turn north into Channel Road 

which is Windjammers’ driveway.  Go 

through the open gate and park.  The 

yard is full of boats so please be 

careful of the trailers.   
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December 2009 

2 Full Moon 

14 Geminid Meteor Shower Peaks 

16 New Moon 

18 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 20° 

21 Winter Solstice 

31 Full Moon—‖Blue‖ Moon 

Eye in the Sky 

Don’t pack your telescope away for 

winter just yet.  The members of the 

Windjammer’s Sailing Club have gra-

ciously offered to allow the NPMAS to 

observe at their sailing clubhouse and 

hosting a series of winter star parties.   

Three star parties will be held during 

new moon weekends this winter: De-

cember 12th, January 9th and Febru-

ary 12th starting at 4:00pm.  Whether 

you have a telescope or just a curiosity 

to explore the sky – everyone is wel-

come to come to the party. 

The sailing club is located about 10 

miles north of Green Bay on the bay.  

It has very dark skies, distant horizons 

and close proximity to Green Bay.  

The parking lot is plowed.  We will 

have access to the clubhouse, which 

includes all the modern conveniences 

and will be open for great conversa-

tion and warming up.  Snacks and 

beverages will be available for pur-

chase or you can bring your own.  The 

clubhouse also has a full bar.  Please, 

no children behind the bar and no 

carry-in of alcoholic beverages.  

To get to Windjammers’ Sailing club, 

Sailing Through the Winter Sky 
By Leo Loeb 

―TO CATCH THE READER'S ATTENTION, PLACE AN INTERESTING SENTENCE OR 

QUOTE FROM THE STORY HERE.‖ 

Caption describing picture 
or graphic. 

January 2010 

2 Earth is at Perihelion 

3 Quadrantid Meteor Shower Peaks 

14 Saturn is at Opposition 

15 New Moon 

26 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

25° 

29 Mars is at Opposition 

30 Full Moon 
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Please provide names and ages of all 

attending adults and children.  His 

address is 1805 Christie Court, De-

Pere, WI 54115. 

We look forward to you coming along 

and making the NPMAS Camp U-Nah-

Li-Ya winter weekend a weekend to 

remember!   

As 2009 comes to a close, prepara-

tions are well under way for our 20th 

annual NPMAS Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

winter weekend.  It is scheduled for the 

third weekend in January 2010 from 

Friday the 15th to Sunday the 17th at 

YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya.  The camp 

is located at 12101 Y Camp Road, 

Suring, WI (715-276-7116) located 

on Chute Pond, just south of Mountain, 

WI.  Arrival time on Friday is 5:00pm 

and checkout time on Sunday is noon.  

The Lakeside Inn Restaurant and other 

eating places are nearby. 

This annual adventure includes cross 

country skiing on over seven miles of 

trails in and around the Nicolet Na-

tional Forest, snow shoeing, ice skating, 

broomball on the ice rink, ice fishing, 

snow tubing and sledding, wood sauna 

on the lake, and relaxing by a warm 

fireplace.  Choose to do as much or 

little as you like.   

The cost is $30.00 per person and 

children under 10 are $25.00 each.  

Included in this cost is your lodging for 

the weekend, access to all camp facili-

ties, equipment, and activities, and one 

meal on Saturday.  The Camp has a 

big supply of cross country skis with 

poles, ski boots, ice skates, and snow 

shoes.  The skies are among the dark-

est in Wisconsin so bring your tele-

scopes along.   

Lodging is in heated group cabins and 

this year we have reserved cabins #6, 

#8, and #9.  These are the same two 

cabins we had last year plus cabin #9 

and each features a fireplace in a 

common room and two separate bunk 

rooms with mattresses, bring your own 

sleeping bags and linens.  Each cabin 

sleeps 16 however we plan on 12 

maximum to be comfortable.  Cabin 

#6 has a smaller central room that we 

set up as the "FOOD ROOM".  Cabin 

#6 is about 50ft away from the bath-

rooms and hot showers.  Cabins #8 & 

#9 are a little further away down the 

plowed trail/road.  Each cabin has a 

fireplace with wood provided by the 

Camp.  Parking is available right next 

to each cabin. 

What to bring: Sleeping bags, pillows, 

warm clothes are a must, swimsuit, 

towel, toiletries, white flashlight, red 

flashlight for observing area, outdoor 

equipment, reading material, snacks, 

drinks other than coffee and hot 

chocolate (which will be provided for 

you), observing equipment, telescope 

or binoculars, board games, cards etc. 

This is always a really fun time and we 

hope to see everyone there.  Please 

send your advance payment to Dick 

Francini by December 24, 2009.  

20th Annual Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Weekend 
By George McCourt 

Above are photos of the ski hut, ski trails and 
sledding hill.  Right is the camp entrance, inside 
photos of cabin 6 and outside photos of cabin 

8.  Photos by George McCourt. 
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Bosscha Observatory, Indonesia 
By Steve and Dhienna Delvoye 

Photos of the Bosscha Observatory by Steve and Dhienna Devoye Location of Bosscha Observatory from Bing Maps 

Steve and Dhienna Delvoye had the opportunity to take a 

tour of the Bosscha Observatory near Bandung, Java, Indo-

nesia during their vacation this year.  The observatory was 

built in 1928 and is the oldest observatory in Indonesia. 

The scope pictured is a 23.6" Zeiss double refractor.  It 

operates manually like a Dobsonian and the floor moves 

up and down to meet the eyepiece.  The scope is mainly 

used to observe visual binary stars, conduct photometric 

studies on eclipsing binaries, image lunar craters, observe 

planets, comet details and other heavy bodies.   

Dhienna has family in Bandung so they are hoping for a 

night visit on a future trip.   

Ares 1-X Test Launch 
Pictured to right, the Ares 1-X blasts 

into space.  The ―cone‖ on the top part 

of the rocket is actually a shock collar 

of water droplets likely created by the 

sudden drop of air pressure.  Ares I is 

the crew launch vehicle being 

developed by NASA as a component 

of the Constellation Program.  NASA 

plans to use Ares I to launch Orion, the 

spacecraft being designed for NASA 

human spaceflight missions after the 

Space Shuttle is retired in 2010.  Photo 

by Rory A. Duncan, United Space 

Alliance.   



Volume 21, Issue 12 Page 5 

The meeting was called to order 

promptly at 7:00 PM by club presi-

dent Katrina DeWitt. She was assisted 

by vice-president Bob Lundt.  A call 

was made for a show of hands of new 

visitors and four people did including 

Bill Vandevenhoven, a friend of 

George McCourt. The new board 

members were introduced one by one, 

each with applause. 

Several upcoming events were dis-

cussed: 

 Leonid meteor viewing at Way-

Morr park on November 16 & 17; 

maps were offered. 

 George McCourt discussed this 

coming weekend's POW on the 

13 & 14; the observatory will be 

open. 

 George also discussed POW on 

the following weekend, November 

20 & 21; maps were offered. 

Don Dewitt talked about Windjammers 

Sailing Club as a site for winter ob-

serving.  Leo Loeb, whom is also a 

member of Windjammers, was in at-

tendance and also talked about their 

facility and offered written directions 

to get there.  December 12 is first ob-

serving session with January 9 and 

February 12 following.  Other dates 

to be determined. 

The December 9 club meeting will be 

observing outside.  Speaker to be de-

cided on if cloudy. 

Dick Francini talked about book and 

calendar ordering as well as member-

ship dues.  He also discussed the Holi-

day Party at Title Town Brewery on 

January 13.   It will feature a limited 

menu, 6:00 cocktails, 7:00 dinner and 

a white elephant gift exchange. 

George McCourt talked about the 

upcoming Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Week-

end on January 15-17.  Three cabins 

are reserved and cost should be 

around $30.00 per person. 

Bob Lundt started going through 2010 

calendar of events (copies were dis-

tributed).  Katrina DeWitt talked 

about the Einstein Science Expo. 

Chris Schroeder presented awards; 

Jacob DeWitt certificate #24 for or-

biting satellites and Brian Chopp got a 

Messier Certificate.  George McCourt 

talked about Astronomical League 

Observing Programs in general. 

Gerry Kocken talked about the NCRAL 

and then discussed his Tuesday tele-

scope workshop.  He may shut it down 

for two months starting after the No-

vember 17 meeting. 

Gary Baier discussed NASA News. 

Tom Cashman discussed the club li-

brary. 

A call for observations was made. 

Gary Baier, Dick Francini, Brian 

Chopp, Mitch Woesner and Katrina 

DeWitt volunteered what they saw. 

Two new member folders were given 

out to new members Larry and Ed and 

a third one is to be mailed to Kimberly 

by Wayne Kuhn. 

The Lynn and Amy Show. Lynn Ward 

started off with a talk on exoplanets.  

Amy Hannon-Drew continued with a 

talk on the Kepler mission to find 

earth-like planets orbiting other stars.  

Questions on the talk were answered. 

An invitation to Happy Joes was ex-

tended.   

November Meeting Review 
By Wayne Kuhn 

Several club members checked out a new 
telescope at the October monthly meeting.  

Photo by Ed Smith 

Tuesday Night Mirror Grinding 

The Tuesday night telescope workshop will be canceled until after the 

holidays.  I plan on starting it back up sometime in January. 

With the teacher conferences, deer hunting, Thanksgiving and 

Christmas coming, I thought it would be best to postpone the 

class until January.  It will save me some money on heating, 

electrical and snow plowing.  If you have something in my shop 

that you would like to pick up and work on, please let me 

know.  We can work out arrangements. 

Gerry Kocken 

The next NPMAS Board Meeting will 

be held on December 1st at 7:00.  It 

will be held at Wayne Kuhn’s place of 

business: Commercial Laundry Sales, 

1130 Elizabeth Street, Green Bay WI.   

As always, all club members are wel-

come to attend.   

Board Meeting 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

George McCourt—920-468-9296 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2009 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

bchopp@new.rr.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

dedewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.co

m  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Historians 

 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Contact 
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Website 

Yahoo! Coordinator 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

George McCourt 

George McCourt 

Don DeWitt 

Katrina DeWitt 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Mike Monfils 

Katrina DeWitt 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

George McCourt 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Don DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

gate-geek@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com 

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

knasal4@new.rr.com  

920-983-9757 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-

terial in The Eyepiece may be 

reprinted for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer.  The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 
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Circulation : 85 

Submissions can be emailed to 

bchopp@new.rr.com 

or mailed to 

2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


