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The Eyepiece 

Member Society 

could be about 30 individu-

als. 

We are looking for volun-

teers who can make it.  

About 4 or 5 additional peo-

ple would be great. 

Please e-mail Gerry Kocken 

at gerryk@kockenwi.com if 

you can make and want to 

help. 

If it is cloudy, we will do 

something indoors, target up 

on walls and maybe a 

pocket solar system.   

Please join us for the May 

monthly meeting.  This month, 

guest speaker and founding 

club member, Tony Cicero 

will be giving a talk about 

Celestial Navigation.  

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

May 12th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.   

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting.  

Hope you can join us.   

Thursday, May 6th, we have 

scheduled a public viewing 

at Danz School with their 

students and some parents.  

They are currently studying 

the solar system. 

We will be doing some 

viewing outside about 

8:30pm at the school located 

at 2130 Basten St. in east 

Green Bay. 

They would like to view the 

Moon, Saturn, Mar, Venus 

and Mercury, if visible. 

The student’s age range is 8 

to 10 years old with their 

parents.  They figure there 

Our first Parmentier Observ-

ing Weekend of the year 

has arrived!  It will be held 

on Friday, May 14th and 

Saturday, May 15th.  This is 

also the first chance to par-

ticipate in the Ron Parmen-

tier Observing Program.   

For those members that are 

new to the club, Parmentier 

Observatory, the largest 

private observatory in Wis-

consin, houses a 

30" Classical 

Cassegrain 

telescope 

and a 6" As-

trophysics Re-

fractor.  Members may view 

through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the 

adjoining field.  The obser-

vatory was build by found-

ing club member Ron Par-

mentier.  The port-a-potty 

will again be available out 

there this year.   

The observatory is located 

east of Green Bay just north 

of highway 29 about half 

way to Kewaunee.  Maps 

are available at monthly 

meetings or on the website 

at NPMAS.org.  Please come 

out and join us!   

May Meeting 
Danz School Outreach 
By Gerry Kocken 

Parmentier Observing Weekend  



from Green Bay.  The Parmentier Ob-

servatory is a two story fixed building 

housing a 30” Classical Cassegrain 

telescope with a 6” Astrophysics Re-

fractor telescope that 

serves as the finder 

scope.  While this pro-

gram is designed 

around observing 

through these two tele-

scopes, there is an 

open field below the 

observatory for mem-

bers to set up their 

own observing equip-

ment if they choose not 

to do the RPOP. 

Similar to the Astro-

nomical League ob-

serving programs, RPOP has an ac-

companying program book (not sta-

pled pieces of paper), with a selected 

list of 78 objects, 50 of which must be 

observed, and observation forms that 

must be filled out and signed off after 

each night of observing.  For anyone 

completing the program, a special 

certificate and t-shirt will be given out 

at the annual Holiday Party usually 

held in January. 

As this program is designed to get 

NPMAS members out to use Parmen-

tier Observatory – almost all of the 

observations will be made during 

scheduled Parmentier Observing 

Weekends and pre-arranged RPOP 

observing nights, using the 30” and 6” 

unless otherwise stated.  While this 

may seem daunting – remember par-

ticipants are learning and/or improv-

ing their OBSERVING skills – which 

means the telescope operators will be 

finding all the objects; with the partici-

pants doing the observing! 

All of the deep sky objects (Caldwell, 

Herschel and Messiers) on the list are 

ones that can be seen at Parmentier 

Observatory during the observing 

season (April- November weather per-

mitting).  Most of these deep sky ob-

jects are ones Ron himself enjoyed 

observing, showing off in his scope, 

(Continued on page 4) 

After nearly a year of planning and 

hard work by a dedicated group of 

club members, a brand new, first-ever 

observing program exclusively for 

NPMAS members is fi-

nally ready for roll-out: 

the Ron Parmentier Ob-

serving Program, or more 

affectionately known as 

RPOP. 

RPOP was created in 

honor of and dedicated 

to Ron Parmentier, foun-

der of the Parmentier 

Observatory and co-

founder of the Neville 

Public Museum Astronomi-

cal Society.  The purpose 

of this program is simple: 

to generate interest among the mem-

bers to observe at Parmentier Obser-

vatory; help members, both new and 

experienced, improve their observing 

skills and learn some new observing 

methods; allow members to compare 

the same object through two different 

types and sizes of telescope; and most 

important – to HAVE FUN observing 

with fellow club members! 

NPMAS members are very fortunate 

to have access to the Parmentier Ob-

servatory, the largest privately owned 

observatory in the state of Wisconsin, 

and located a short 30 minutes or so 
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Ron Parmentier Observing Program 
By Katrina DeWitt 

The Eyepiece 

May 2010 

3 Asteroid Pallas is at Opposition 

6 Eta Aquarid Meteor Shower Peaks 

13 New Moon 

25 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

25° 

27 Full Moon 

June 2010 

6 Jupiter passes 0.5° south of Uranus 

12 New Moon 

18 Ceres is at Opposition 

21 Summer Solstice 

26 Full Moon—Partial Lunar Eclipse 

Eye in the Sky 

 

2011 NCRAL Planning Meeting 

The NPMAS will be hosing the 2011 

annual convention for the North-

Central Region of the Astronomical 

League.  The next planning meeting 

will be held at 7:00pm on May 19th 

at the residence of Don and Katrina 

DeWitt, 1081 Raleigh Street, Green 

Bay.  Club members are welcome to 

attend.   
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Please welcome our newest club mem-

bers!  The NPMAS has had several 

new members join our club over the 

last few weeks.  Here is a brief intro-

duction to them and their interests in 

astronomy.  Please take a moment to 

say hi and 

make them 

feel wel-

come at the 

next club 

event.  Wel-

come to the 

club! 

Mary Jo Malach  
How did you find out about the 

NPMAS? 

At Einstein Science Expo - I work at 

Georgia-Pacific and our booth was 

near yours.  I found your booth during 

a break and gathered up some hand-

outs for my grandson (he's 7 years 

old). 

How long have you been interested 

in Astronomy? 

Since January.  My grandson and I are 

learning about it - together - this year.  

My grandson lives in Chicago.  We've 

been to the Adler Planetariium to-

gether. 

Do you have any particular interest 

like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc? 

I want to learn about everything. 

Can you tell us a little about your-

self, your work and other interests?  

Professionally, I am a writer/editor/ 

communicator.  This year I am learning 

everything I can about astronomy and 

French.  I enjoy walking and yoga and 

I'm in a book club - I love to read. 

What do you expect to get out of the 

club? 

I want to learn how to find stars and 

planets and galaxies through a tele-

scope - so that I can eventually do that 

with my grandson. 

Mark Smith 
How did you find out about the 

NPMAS? 

I have been interested in everything in 

the sky for some time, and as I get 

older, that interest grows.  I googled 

"astronomy club green bay" and came 

up with your organization. 

How long have you been interested 

in Astronomy? 

Always, to some degree. 

Do you have any particular interest 

like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc? 

Nothing in particular... 

Can you tell us a little about your-

self, your work and other interests? 

I am into all things technological and 

own Morgan Satellite & Electronics.  

My other interests right now are in 

renewable energy. 

What do you expect to get out of the 

club? 

I hope to learn more about telescopes 

and what I should buy.  I also need a 

helping hand in finding my way 

around the sky because my independ-

ent, lone-wolf ways are diminishing as 

I age and I am not as smart as I used 

to be.  ;-) 

Nate Wesolowski 

How did you find out about the 

NPMAS? 

I found the NPMAS website using the 

Astronomical League's club locator last 

year and finally decided to join.   

How long have you been interested 

in Astronomy? 

Astronomy has been a life long interest 

for as long as I can remember, but 

after stumbling upon Carl Sagan's 

Cosmos TV series in 2007 I began 

(Continued on page 5) 
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New Member Welcome Mat 

 

SOLAR CYCLE 

 

11 YEARS 

THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF A SOLAR CYCLE.  

A SOLAR CYCLE IS THE TIME IT TAKE FOR THE 

SUN TO GO FROM ONE PERIOD OF 

MAXIMUM SOLAR ACTIVITY TO ANOTHER. 

 

70 YEARS 

THE LENGTH OF THE MAUNDER MINIMUM, 

AN EXTENDED PERIOD OF NO SOLAR 

ACTIVITY ON THE SUN LASTING FROM 1645 

TO 1715.  DURING THIS TIME, VERY FEW 

SUNSPOTS WERE OBSERVED. 

 

4,000° 

THE AVERAGE TEMPERATURE OF A SUN SPOT.  

WHILE THIS MAY SOUND HOT, IT IS ABOUT 

2,000° COLDER THAN SURFACE OF THE 

SUN, RESULTING IN THEIR DARK APPEARANCE. 

 

175 

THE APPROXIMATE MONTHLY AVERAGE 

SUNSPOT COUNT AT THE PEAK OF THE LAST 

SOLAR MAXIMUM, WHICH OCCURRED 

AROUND 2001. 

 

216,000 MILES 

LENGTH OF THE LARGEST SOLAR 

PROMINENCE OBSERVED.  IT WAS OBSERVED 

IN 1997 BY SOHO. 

ITS ASTRONOMICAL! 



club meeting. 

Gerry also discussed several colli-

mation and startup successes which 

occurred over the past couple weeks 

at the Tuesday Night 

Telescope Workshop. 

Shawn B and Dick trav-

eled to Crivitz for a 

night of observing last 

Friday. 

Gerry also received a 

new Lundt Solar Ob-

serving telescope and 

did some observing of 

the sun last week!  He 

had the scope for 2 

weeks but couldn’t use it 

because of clouds. 

The last 2 weeks, Venus 

and Mercury have been 

visible at sunset… 

The April, 2010 meeting was called to 

order promptly at 7:00 PM by club 

president Katrina DeWitt.  We had 

several new members who took time to 

introduce themselves – all were wel-

comed warmly.  There were 40 mem-

bers present. 

We were unable to observe due to 

weather conditions so the presentation 

on the Ron Parmentier Observing Pro-

gram was given instead. 

NCRAL 2010 – Gerry Kochen, Bob 

Lundt and Bob Nelezen will be attend-

ing.  Gerry gave some information 

about NCRAL in general. 

Kevin Nasal reviewed the Kroes Ob-

serving Weekend event coming the 

following weekend. 

One of our founding members, Tony 

Cicero, will be giving a presentation 

on Celestial Navigation at our next 

The RPOP Club Observing Program 

Presentation was given by Katrina 

DeWitt, George McCourt, Brian 

Chopp and Dick Francini.   
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April Meeting Review 
By Kevin Nasal 

The Eyepiece 

and are well suited for the type of 

telescopes at the observatory.  Ron 

was also very active and enjoyed re-

cording variable star 

observations and oc-

cultations.  Several of 

these observations are 

required in keeping 

with the spirit of the 

program and perhaps, 

introduce a different 

aspect of observing to our members.  

To complete the objects list, several 

solar system objects and double stars 

will need to be observed as well. 

Before anyone gets scared off thinking 

this program might be too much work 

or too complicated or too involved, the 

committee designed this program to 

be done in a fun,  group-type atmos-

phere (observing is more fun in a 

group) and the completion time is two 

(Continued from page 2) plus years.  Whoa, wait??  Two years 

at minimum?  Yes!  Remember, Par-

mentier Observatory is only open 

April- November (weather permitting) 

and this is Wisconsin – 

cloudy nights on sched-

uled Parmentier Week-

ends are bound to hap-

pen! 

Members interested in 

starting this program will 

need to purchase a program book at 

any monthly meeting for $10.00 each.  

This book contains all the requirements, 

the object lists, the observing logs, 

variable star charts, and helpful hints 

and suggestions for making the most of 

your observing sessions. 

The official kick off for RPOP will be-

gin at the May 12th monthly meeting 

where the program booklets will be 

available for purchase.  The first 

scheduled observing night featuring 

RPOP program objects will be May 14 

and 15th (weather permitting).  How-

ever, members are welcome to start 

RPOP anytime after this date!  I admit, 

with the inception of this program, 

there may be some growing pains 

along the way.  That’s half the fun and 

we look forward to your comments 

and suggestions to help make this pro-

gram a success for all our members! 

On behalf of the RPOP committee 

(Brian Chopp, Don DeWitt, Dick 

Francini, George McCourt, and my-

self), we hope each member takes 

advantage of this new and exciting 

benefit for members.  We had fun 

creating it for the membership and we 

look forward to seeing you at the next 

scheduled Parmentier Observatory 

Weekend!   

RPOP, Continued 

THE COMMITTEE DESIGNED 

THIS PROGRAM TO BE DONE 

IN A FUN,  GROUP-TYPE 

ATMOSPHERE 

Several club members received certificates for their participation in 
the Messier Marathon, held April 10th at Neshota Park.  Photo by Ed 

Smith 
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The first major club observing event of 

2010, the Messier Marathon, is in the 

books.  About twenty-five club mem-

bers came out to Neshota Park to par-

take in the food, fun and observing.  

Having it in April instead of March 

sacrificed the first five to six objects on 

the list, but clear skies all night al-

lowed several club members to get a 

large number of the 110 Messier ob-

jects anyway. 

Congratulations to the following mem-

bers who were awarded observing 

certificates: 

 Dick Francini—91 objects 

 Gerry Kocken—82 objects 

 Shawn Beauparlant—74 objects 

 Wayne Kuhn—72 objects 

 Kevin Nasal—60 objects 

 Brian Chopp—58 objects 

 Jacob DeWitt—24 objects 

 Gary Baier—20 objects 

I would like to thank Gerry Kocken for 

his help in gathering the supplies for 

the event; Mike Monfils for loaning 

several red light strings, extension 

cords and multi-outlets; the DeWitt 

family for supplying red light strings to 

light both bathrooms and everyone 

who showed up at the event.  The food 

was good, the observing was better, 

and the company was best!   

Can you tell us a little about your-

self, your work and other interests?  

I am currently employed as a Systems 

Administrator and have been working 

in the IT field for around 10 years.  

Other interests include ice fishing, bow 

hunting, and riding motorcycle around 

the north woods. 

What do you expect to get out of the 

club? 

pursuing my hobby and was hooked.   

Do you have any particular interest 

like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc? 

I am definitely interested in Cosmology 

and visual observing of DSOs is my 

favorite.  Most of my observing is 

done from my home in Suamico which I 

share with my wife, Sara.   

(Continued from page 3) I look forward to attending a star 

party and meeting others interested in 

astronomy.  Being a newbie I am still 

learning the night sky among other 

things.  Some day I may get more in-

volved with outreach and joining the 

NPMAS seemed like a great place to 

start.   
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Messier Marathon 
By Wayne Kuhn 

New Members, Continued 

Photos by Ann Chopp, Brian Chopp 
and Wayne Kuhn 
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

George McCourt—920-468-9296 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2010 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Field Trip 

Historians 

 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Contact 

 

 

Picnic 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

Website 

 

Yahoo! Coordinator 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

George McCourt 

Katrina DeWitt 

Jim Sentowski 

George McCourt 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

George McCourt 

Shawn Beauparlant 

 

Gerry Kocken 

Don DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

Don DeWitt 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-

terial in The Eyepiece may be 

reprinted for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer.  The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editors : Brian and Ann Chopp 

Circulation : 85 

Submissions can be emailed to 

theeyepiece@npmas.org  

or mailed to 

2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


