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Member Society 

The next planning meeting for NCRAL 2011 

will be held 7:00pm, February 15th at the 

Ramada Plaza Hotel, 2750 Ramada Way, 

Green Bay, WI 54304, which is the location 

of the convention. 

We will be meeting with the hotel conference 

center contact to have a walk through of the 

facilities and review the meals, services, etc. 

For those of you who are thinking of volun-

teering for the event, and we will need lots 

of volunteers, this would be a great opportu-

nity to see the location and get a feel for 

how the event will take place.   

Please join us for the February monthly meet-

ing. This month, will be join meeting with the 

Packerland Chapter of the American Mete-

orological Society. Peg Zenko will be giving 

a talk about Atmospheric Optics. The presen-

tation will be given the first half of the meet-

ing. 

The meeting will be held from 7:00pm until 

9:00pm, February 9th at the Neville Public 

Museum, 210 Museum Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.  

And as always, we will be heading to Happy 

Joe’s for pizza after the meeting. Hope you 

can join us.   

As your ALCor, I would like 

to invite everyone to the 

NCRAL 2011 Convention. 

This year’s convention is be-

ing hosted by us and will be 

held right here in Green Bay 

at the Ramada Inn, 2750 

Ramada Way, Green Bay, 

WI. 

The convention theme is 

aimed at highlighting the 

contributions of amateur as-

tronomers in the North-

Central region. Amateurs are 

the heart of the hobby and 

we look forward to present-

ing some outstanding ama-

teur accomplishments and the 

stories behind them! 

Many exciting events are 

planned for the NCRAL 

2011 Convention! There are 

three main activities planned 

for Friday. First, there will be 

tours of Parmentier Observa-

tory from 3:00pm to 

7:00pm. Parmentier Obser-

vatory houses a 30-inch clas-

sical assegrain with a 6-inch 

Astrophysics refractor finder 

February Meeting 

Invitation to the NCRAL 2011 Convention 
By Brian Chopp 

NCRAL 2011 Meeting 

scope housed in a two story 

dome. Parmentier Observa-

tory is the largest private 

observatory in the state of 

Wisconsin. Due to limited 

parking, complimentary shut-
(Continued on page 5) 



can bring your own. The clubhouse also 

has a full bar. Please, no children be-

hind the bar and no carry-in of alco-

holic beverages.  

To get to Windjammers’ Sailing club, 

take 41/141 north from Green Bay to 

the exit for Hwy B/Sunset Beach Road 

(NEW Zoo). Exit east and go 1/2 mile 

to the Stop sign at Hwy J/Lakeview 

Drive. Turn north on Hwy J and travel 

0.9 miles until you reach Resort Road, 

the first right turn. Turn east onto Re-

sort Road. Take this road 1.4 miles, 

almost to the end, and turn north into 

Channel Road which is Windjammers’ 

driveway. Go through the open gate 

and park. The yard is full of boats so 

please be careful of the trailers.   
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February 2011 

2 New Moon 

18 Full Moon 

29-5 Winter Star Party—Florida Keys 

March 2011 

4 New Moon 

12 Asteroid Juno is at Opposition 

16 Mercury Passes 2° North of Jupiter 

19 Full Moon 

20 Vernal Equinox 

22 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 19° 

Eye in the Sky 

Please come out and join us for a 

night of observing with the members 

of the Windjammer’s Sailing Club. 

This month’s Windjammers Observing 

Weekend will be held February 4th. 

Feel free to show up anytime after 

4:00pm. Whether you have a tele-

scope or just a curiosity to explore 

the sky – everyone is welcome to 

come to the party. 

There was a good turn out for last 

month’s star party. About 11 NPMAS 

members and 5 members of the 

Windjammers Sailing club attended. 

The clouds hung around for a while 

early in the evening so attendees 

spent most of the time staying warm 

in the club house, visiting, eating and 

watching the NFL playoff games. 

We did get some clear skies for 

about forty-five minutes to an hour. 

We took the opportunity to view 

some winter favorites. 

The sailing club is located about 10 

miles north of Green Bay on the bay. It 

has very dark skies, distant horizons 

and close proximity to Green Bay. The 

clubhouse is very nice and includes all 

the modern conveniences and will be 

open for great conversation and 

warming up. Snacks and beverages 

will be available for purchase or you 

Sailing Through the Winter Sky 
By Brian Chopp 

Photos by Brian Chopp and Dick Francini 
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The 8th Annual Einstein Science Expo 

was held on January 15, 2011 at 

Shopko Hall. This was the third year 

NPMAS took part in the Science Expo.  

This year, our club display focused on 

observing! And what better way to 

showcase that than have a booth all 

about telescopes, binoculars, and pro-

moting our club. 

Friday, the day before the Expo, was 

set up day! Don and Jacob DeWitt 

along with Dick Francini, Gerry Kocken 

and Mary Herlache came out to help 

get our booth ready.  We hung post-

ers, set up scopes, set up our club dis-

play and prepared the handouts. This 

year, every item we handed out had a 

sticker that said ―Courtesy of Neville 

Public Museum Astronomical Society‖ 

along with our website address.  

Nearing 6:00pm and set-up time com-

ing to an end, we had our booth 

pretty much set up and looking great. 

Now to go home, eat dinner, get a 

good night sleep, and be back bright 

and early for a jammed packed day 

of public outreach. 

Saturday morning came way too early 

as Don, Jacob and I got ourselves up 

and ready and made our way back to 

the Expo. We arrived around 7:30am 

and as we were walking into the 

doors, Gerry was unloading his truck 
(Continued on page 4) 

Illuminating Young Minds 
By Katrina DeWitt 
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of telescopes and accessories. It was a 

quiet but busy morning set-up. Dick 

Francini joined the fun around 8:30 

and went help Gerry focus his reflec-

tor scope on targets on the ceiling. 

By 9:00am, we were ready for the 

crowds. We were all at our stations, 

and Wayne Kuhn was set up outside 

the doors offering views of the Sun. 

(That would explain why I hadn’t seen 

him all morning)! The crowds were 

steady for most of the early morning, 

but by 11:00 the place was getting 

crowded. Thankfully, more reinforce-

ments arrived – Brian Chopp and 

Robert Nelezen. Brian took over the 

scope from Dick, Robert used the bin-

oculars and Gerry Kocken took his 

solar scope outside so Wayne would 

have company as well as offer an-

other scope with views of the Sun. Don 

and I took turns showing the kids how 

to use a telescope and answering 

many questions about our club and 

astronomy in general. Poor Jacob was 

trying to keep the supply of handouts 

on the table well stocked. 

(Continued from page 3) By 1:30, the crowds were lining up to 

look through the telescopes and trying 

their hands at using one which caused 

gridlock in the main aisle. While they 

waited, those of us who have been 

working all day were looking forward 

to some new reinforcements by the 

names of Gary Baier, Robert Pries 

and Mary Herlache. Gary took over 

the telescope from Dick and Robert 

took over the telescope from Brian. 

Mary was having fun getting kids to 

look at the 3D posters of the Sun when 

she wasn’t outside assisting with the 

solar viewing. 

By 3:45pm, the crowds had pretty 

much dispersed.  All that was left was 

to take down our displays and pack 

everything up. What took three hours 

to set up, took 20 minutes to take 

down. I think a lot had to do with the 

fact we were all tired and looking 

forward to going home and getting 

off our feet! 

Early numbers indicate at least 4,500 

people came through the doors. That is 

the Einstein’s Science Expo’s largest 

attended event yet! Not bad consider-

Einstein Science Expo, Continued 

ing there were many other events hap-

pening around town and the Packers 

were playing the Falcons later that 

evening for a chance to play in the 

NFC Championship game. 

All in all, it was a great day for our 

club. If there was one thing that really 

could have made this event better, it 

would have been having a few more 

volunteers to help ease the load and 

giving everyone a few more breaks. 

All in all, it was great day with lots of 

positive exposure for our club. 

I would especially like to thank the 

following individuals who helped with 

the Einstein Science Expo. Without your 

help, our biggest public outreach event 

would not be the success that it is: Scott 

Thompson, Dick Francini, Bob Nelezen, 

Bob Pries, Gary Baier, Wayne Kuhn, 

Brian Chopp, Gerry Kocken, Mary 

Herlache, Don DeWitt, Jacob DeWitt 

and Katrina DeWitt. 

Here’s looking to 2012!   

ing the dreams of Parmentier Obser-

vatory a reality for Ron. Thanks to 

George’s efforts, Parmentier Observa-

tory continues to be an important asset 

for the membership.  

As the Ron Parmentier Lifetime 

Achievement Award is not an award to 

be given out every year or even every 

couple of years, the Board of Directors 

had decided to not create a set of 

―qualifications‖ for this award other 

than any potential recipient must have 

a minimum of 25 years of active ser-

vice to the NPMAS and its members.  

Please join me in congratulating 

George for his 35 (and counting) 

years of dedicated service to the 

NPMAS and its members!  

CONGRATULATIONS GEORGE AND 

THANK YOU!!!!   

At this year’s Holiday Party, the first 

Ron Parmentier Lifetime Achievement 

Award was presented to George 

McCourt to commemorate his 35 years 

of commitment and dedication to the 

NPMAS and its members.   

George has been a member of the 

NPMAS since 1976, serving in the ca-

pacity of President, Vice-President and 

Board Member for 26 of those years. 

George has also served on numerous 

committees, has helped coordinate and 

conduct many field trips, public ob-

serving sessions, and mirror grinding 

classes, and has given dozens of pres-

entations while attending nearly 400 

monthly meetings since joining the club.  

George was also instrumental in mak-

Lifetime Achievement Award 
By Katrina DeWitt 
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tles will be available to/from the hotel 

and observatory. 

Second, will be a tour of Kocken’s 

workshop - home of the NPMAS tele-

scope building and refurbishing 

classes. Highlights of the tour include 

an 1891 10-inch F15 Alvan Clark re-

fractor that has been restored. This 

tour will also be Friday night from 

3:00pm to 7:00pm. 

Third, our keynote speaker, Jeremy 

Perez, will be leading a fun and en-

gaging hands-on astronomical sketch-

ing workshop at the hotel. Participants 

will learn the techniques of astronomi-

cal sketching in this hands-on work-

shop. You can see some of Jeremy’s 

work at www.beltofvenus.net. 

There is also a full day of events 

planned for Saturday. Our keynote 

speaker will be Jeremy Perez. Jeremy 

is a graphic artist who enjoys observ-

ing and sketching under the dark skies 

in and around Flagstaff, Arizona. He is 

a co-author of Astronomical Sketching: 

(Continued from page 1) A Step-by-Step Introduction, writes and 

illustrates the monthly sketching column 

"Drawn to the Universe" for Astronomy 

Now in the UK, and periodically con-

tributes sketches to Sky & Telescope 

and other amateur astronomy publica-

tions. His website, The Belt of Venus, is 

a visual and technical resource for 

astronomical sketching, and an illus-

trated record of his journeys through 

the deep sky and solar system.  

Our banquet dinner speaker will be 

astrophotographer Duane Clausen. 

Duane Clausen is a self taught photog-

rapher who has focused his camera on 

the evening skies. His photographs of 

the Aurora Borealis have landed him 

on the pages of domestic and interna-

tional magazines, academic books, 

television programs, national newspa-

pers, music CD covers and even wine 

bottles. He has shared his hobby and 

experiences through presentations for 

students from grade school level up to 

university students. You can find his 

work at http://northernexposures.net. 

Of course, there will also be a ban-

quette dinner Saturday evening. Din-

ner choices include: 

 Wisconsin Stuffed Chicken - Breast 

of chicken stuffed with wild rice 

dressing and topped with wild 

mushroom sauce. 

 Burgundy Beef Jardinière - USDA 

choice beef, braised in burgundy 

wine, served with pan gravy 

 Baked Walleye Amandine - Wall-

eye baked with white wine, but-

ter, lemon pepper and almonds 

 Vegetable Stuffed Ravioli - Ten-

der portions of ravioli, cooked to 

perfection and tossed in a rose 

sauce. Rose sauce is alfredo sauce 

and marinara sauce combined. 

Other Saturday activities include: 

 3-5 paper sessions. Attend several 

whitepapers and breakout ses-

sions. 

 NCRAL Annual Meeting 

 Lots of Door Prizes 

 Submit or view entries in our as-

trophotography contest. 

We would love to have everyone 

come out and join us. A registration 

form can be found at 

www.NPMAS.org or on the last page 

of this month’s newsletter. More details 

can be found on our website.  

 

We hope everyone can join us for this 

fun filled weekend!   

NCRAL 2011 Convention, Continued 

Left is a sketch of M42 and M43, the Orion Nebula, make by our keynote speaker, Jeremy Perez. 
Right is a photograph taken by our banquet speaker, Duane Clausen, entitled ―Angel in Orion‖. 
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 
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Katrina DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

George McCourt 
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Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 
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Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 
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Gerry Kocken 
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Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresi-

dent@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  
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Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able. Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements. 

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  




