
is to try and observe as 

many of the 110 Messier 

objects as possible in one 

night. For new members, 

here is a little history for 

you: Charles Messier 

was a French as-

tronomer who 

hunted comets in 

the 18th century. 

During his 

searches he often 

was fooled by objects that 

looked like comets but were 

not. He eventually compiled 

a list of these ―false comets‖ 
(Continued on page 3) 

Forget about the snow out-

side and start dusting off 

your equipment because the 

Messier Marathon is just 

around the corner. The 

NPMAS‘s first major viewing 

event will be held once 

again at Neshota Park on 

Saturday, April 2nd. I will be 

there by 5:00 pm setting 

things up and getting ready. 

The sun will set around 7:30 

pm so it would be best to 

arrive earlier to set up your 

equipment and eat. As al-

ways, this is a potluck party 

that lasts throughout the night 

whether the sky is clear or 

cloudy! 

All members of the 

NPMAS, NEWSTAR, 

and Door Peninsula 

Astronomical Soci-

ety are invited. Eve-

ryone is encouraged 

to bring a dish or dessert to 

share and your own bever-

ages. The club will provide 

plates, bowls, cups and plas-

tic ware. We do ask that 

everyone pitches in to keep 

the shelter clean. 

The object of this star-party 

Please join us for the March 

monthly meeting. For the 

March meeting talk, Don 

DeWitt will be giving a 

hands-on demonstration on 

how to clean your eyepieces 

and telescope mirrors.   

Don will provide some in-

structions that people can 

take home to use but will 

also plan on using the time to 

help clean as many pieces of 

equipment as he can. So if 

you have equipment in need 

of cleaning, please bring it 

to the meeting.  

Don will bring some supplies 

like soap, cotton balls, Q-

tips, alcohol and distilled 

water to demonstrate. If you 

bring in your own equipment 

for cleaning, we request that 

you also bring in cleaning 

supplies for your equipment. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

March 9th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.  

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe‘s for 

pizza after the meeting. 

Hope you can join us.   

Upcoming Events 
 

Windjammers Observing 

Weekend 
 MARCH 4—WINDJAMMERS 

SAILING CLUB 

Monthly Meeting 
 MARCH 9—OPTICS CLEANING 
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You are invited to this year‘s NCRAL 

Convection, being held right here in 

Green Bay at the Ramada Inn, 2750 

Ramada Way, Green Bay, WI. 

The convention theme is aimed at high-

lighting the contributions of amateur 

astronomers in the North-Central re-

gion. Amateurs are the heart of the 

hobby and we look forward to pre-

senting some outstanding amateur ac-

complishments and the stories behind 

them! 

Remember to send in your registrations 

by the end of March to receive the 

early registration discount. Registration 

cost is $65.00 per person if post-

marked by March 31st. After March 

31st, it is $75 per person. Registration 

forms can be found on the club web-

site or in the February edition of The 

Eyepiece. 

Many exciting events are planned for 

the NCRAL 2011 Convention! Some of 

the highlights are: 

 Jeremy Perez, Keynote 

Speaker—Jeremy is a graphic 

artist who enjoys observing and 

sketching under the dark skies in 

and around Flagstaff, Arizona. He 

is a co-author of Astronomical 

Sketching: A Step-by-Step Intro-

duction, writes and illustrates the 

monthly sketching column "Drawn 

to the Universe". His website, The 

Belt of Venus, is a visual and tech-

nical resource for astronomical 

sketching, and an illustrated re-

cord of his journeys through the 

deep sky and solar system. 

 Duane Clausen, Banquet 

Speaker—Duane Clausen is a self 

taught photographer who has 

focused his camera on the evening 

skies. His photographs of the 

Aurora Borealis have landed him 

on the pages of domestic and 

international magazines, aca-

demic books, television programs, 

national newspapers, music CD 

covers and even wine bottles. He 

has shared his hobby and experi-
(Continued on page 4) 
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NCRAL 2011 Convention 
By Brian Chopp 
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4 New Moon 

12 Asteroid Juno is at Opposition 

16 Mercury Passes 2° North of Jupiter 

19 Full Moon 

20 Vernal Equinox 

22 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 19° 

April 2011 

3 Saturn is at Opposition 

3 New Moon 

17 Full Moon 

22 Lyrid Meteor Shower Peaks 

Eye in the Sky 

Windjammers Observing Weekend 

Please come out and join us for a final night of observing this winter with the 

members of the Windjammer‘s Sailing Club. This month‘s Windjammers 

Observing Weekend will be held Friday, March 4th. Feel free to show up 

anytime after 4:00pm. Whether you have a telescope or just a curiosity to 

explore the sky – everyone is welcome to come to the party. 

The sailing club is located about 10 miles north of Green Bay on the bay. It 

has very dark skies, distant horizons and close proximity to Green Bay. The 

clubhouse is very nice and includes all the modern conveniences and will be 

open for great conversation and warming up. Snacks and beverages will be 

available for purchase or you can bring your own.   



Photos of the 2010 Messier Marathon by Wayne Kuhn and Brian Chopp 
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so he and other astronomers could 

avoid mistaking them for the real thing 

in the future. 

Not many people think about the com-

ets Charles Messier discovered but his 

list of rejects is known and revered 

throughout the astronomy world. It 

contains the best of the best deep-sky 

objects to view including the brightest 

nebula, galaxies, and star-clusters in 

the night sky. The NPMAS will provide 

an observing form for your use and 

certificates will be awarded to eve-

ryone who observes 5 or more ob-

jects. Last year‘s top observers were 

Dick Francini with 91 objects fol-

lowed by Gerry Kocken with 82. 

How many can you observe? 

Even though this is potentially an all 

night event you can come and go 

when you like. Just keep your car 

headlights off and use a red flash-

light. You can bring a telescope, 

binoculars or just yourself and 

(Continued from page 1) buddy-up with other observ-

ers. 

But before the fun begins at 

Neshota, plan on joining us for 

the March 9th meeting at the 

Neville Public Museum. The 

talk will be on cleaning your 

optics, perfect timing just be-

fore Messier Marathon! 

Please join us for this always-

fun event!   

Directions to Neshota Park 

Neshota Park is located in south-

eastern Brown County, five miles 

north of Denmark on County T.  

 

From the north, the park is 3.5 

miles south of Poland/HWY 29 on 

County T. Turn east on Park road. 

The Park is about ½ mile down on 

your left.  

 

If you are a new member, you 

have a map in your club folder or 

you can print a copy of the map in 

this newsletter. Maps are also 

available at the club meetings. 
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Messier Marathon, Continued 



 Tour of Kocken‘s Workshop—

Home of the NPMAS telescope 

building and refurbishing classes. 

Highlights of the tour include an 

1891 10-inch F15 Alvan Clark 

refractor that has been restored.  

 Astronomical Sketching Work-

shop—Jeremy Perez, will be 

leading a fun and engaging 

hands-on astronomical sketching 

workshop at the hotel. Participants 

will learn the techniques of astro-

nomical sketching in this hands-on 

workshop. 

 Anthony Kroes will be giving a 

presentation on the all-amateur 

Puckett Observatory Supernova 

Search. 

 Matt Hissem will be giving a pres-

entation on the Mercury Program 

as well as bringing a life size rep-

lica of a Mercury capsule for at-

tendees to explore. 

 Paul Fjeld will be giving a presen-

tation on astronaut experiences of 

viewing the heavens from Earth 

orbit. 

 NCRAL Annual Meeting 

ences through presentations for 

students from grade school level 

up to university students. 

 Tours of Parmentier Observa-

tory—Parmentier Observatory 

houses a 30-inch classical Cas-

segrain with a 6-inch Astrophysics 

refractor finder scope housed in a 

two story dome.  

(Continued from page 2)  Lots of Door Prizes 

 Submit or view entries in our as-

trophotography contest. 

We would love to have everyone 

come out and join us. More information 

and a registration form can be found 

at www.NPMAS.org.  

 

We hope everyone can join us for this 

fun filled weekend!   
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The Sheboygan Astronomical Society 

will be sponsoring the 4th Annual 

Swap ‗N‘ Sell, Saturday, March 19th, 

2011 at the Aviation Heritage Center 

at the Sheboygan Airport, N6191 

Resource Drive, Sheboygan Falls, WI 

53085 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Now is the time to mark your calen-

dars and spread the word about our 

4th annual Swap-n-Sell event. Got 

some astronomical stuff (scopes, eye-

pieces, books, etc.) laying around and 

you want to get rid of it? 

Here‘s your chance! Bring unwanted 

astronomy items to sell or swap with 

other amateur astronomers!  

This is a great opportunity to meet and 

greet fellow amateur astronomers.  

Special Events 

Astronomy Presentations:  

 11:00 a.m. Jeff Setzer: Telescope 

Collimation Workshop  

 12:00 p.m. Michael Bakich, Senior 

Editor of Astronomy Magazine: A-

B-C‘s of Observing  

 1:00 p.m. Rick Kazmierski: Basic 

Astrophotography Using a DSLR 

Presentations will be held in the Avia-

tion Heritage Museum room. 

Astronomy FM Radio will be at the 

Aviation Heritage Center, and will be 

recording interviews and news from 

the show for future airdates. 

WI Astronomy will give away $1,000 

in prizes. The grand prize is a 

$189.00 Wood Wonders standard 

one drawer eye piece case.   

4th Annual Swap ‘N’ Sell 
Sponsored by the Sheboygan Astronomical Society 

 

NCRAL 2011 Meeting 
NCRAL 2011 is only two short 

months away! The next planning 

meeting for NCRAL 2011 will be 

held 7:00pm, March 15th at home 

of Dave Jelinek, 930 Mancel Lane, 

Green Bay, WI. 

This meeting will be to finalize all of 

the open-ended convention details. 

If you would like to help out by vol-

unteering, please contact Katrina 

DeWitt or sign up at the next 

monthly meeting. We would be 

happy to have your help!   
―Astronaut‖ Matt Hissem with his rep-
lica of a Mercury Capsule. Photo from 

Matt Hissem 
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Jupiter and Earth just had a close en-

counter—and it was a good one. In 

late September 2010, the two worlds 

were 31 million km (about 19 million 

miles) closer than at any time in the 

past 11 years. Soaring high in the 

midnight sky, Jupiter shone six times 

brighter than Sirius and looked abso-

lutely dynamite through a backyard 

telescope. 

Planetary scientist Scott Bolton of the 

Southwest Research Institute isn‘t satis-

fied. ―I‘d like to get even closer,‖ he 

says. 

Bolton will get his wish in July 2016. 

That‘s when a NASA spacecraft named 

―Juno‖ arrives at Jupiter for a truly 

close-up look at the giant planet. 

Swooping as low as 5,000 km (about 

3,000 miles) above the cloud tops, 

Juno will spend a full year orbiting 

nearer to Jupiter than any previous 

spacecraft. 

The goal of the mission is to learn what 

lies inside the planet. 

Astronomers have been studying Jupi-

ter since the invention of the telescope 

400 years ago, but in all that time the 

planet‘s vast interior has remained 

hidden from view. Even the Galileo 

probe, which dived into the clouds in 

1995, penetrated no more than about 

0.1% of Jupiter‘s radius. 

―Our knowledge of Jupiter is truly skin 

deep,‖ says Bolton, Juno‘s principal 

investigator. ―There are many basic 

things we just don‘t know—like how 

far down does the Great Red Spot 

go? And does Jupiter have a heavy 

core?‖  

Juno will improve the situation without 

actually diving into the clouds. Bolton 

explains how. ―Juno will spend a full 

year in close polar orbit around Jupi-

ter, flying over all latitudes and longi-

tudes. We will thus be able to fully 

map Jupiter‘s gravitational field and 

figure out how the interior is struc-

tured.‖ 

But that‘s not all. Researchers have 

good reason to believe that much of 

Jupiter‘s interior is filled with liquid 

metallic hydrogen, an exotic metal 

that could form only in the high-

pressure, hydrogen-rich core of a gi-

ant planet. Jupiter‘s powerful magnetic 

field almost certainly springs from dy-

namo action inside this vast realm of 

electrically conducting metal. 

―Juno‘s magnetometers will precisely 

map Jupiter‘s magnetic field,‖ says 

Bolton. ―This map will tell us a great 

deal about planet‘s inner magnetic 

dynamo—what it‘s made of and how 

it works.‖ 

Finally, Juno will probe Jupiter‘s at-

mosphere using a set of microwave 

radiometers. ―Our sensors can measure 

the temperature 50 times deeper than 

ever before,‖ says Bolton. Researchers 

will use that information to figure out 

how much water is underneath Jupiter‘s 

clouds. ―Microwave measurements of 

Jupiter‘s water content are particularly 

exciting because they will help dis-

criminate among competing theories of 

the planet‘s origin.‖ 

Now that’s a close encounter. Stay 

tuned for Juno. 

Find out more about the Juno mission 

at 

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/j

uno. Play the new Solar System Ex-

plorer super game, which includes the 

Juno Recall mini-game at 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/s

olar-system. It‘s not just for kids!   

This article was provided courtesy of the 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California 

Institute of Technology, under a contract 

with the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration. 
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Close Encounters with Jupiter 
By Dr. Tony Phillips 

The Juno mission, arriving at Jupiter in July 2016, will help to solve the mystery of what‘s inside the 
giant planet‘s core. 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 
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Historian 
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Librarian 
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Chris Schroeder 
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Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 
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Gerry Kocken 
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Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 
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Kevin Nasal 
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920-983-9757 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able. Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements. 

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


