
ways, this is a potluck party 

that lasts throughout the night 

whether the sky is clear or 

cloudy! 

All members of the NPMAS, 

NEWSTAR, and Door Penin-

sula Astronomical Society are 

invited. Everyone is encour-

aged to bring a dish or des-

sert to share and your own 

beverages. The club will pro-

vide plates, bowls, cups and 

plastic ware. We do ask that 

everyone pitches in to keep 

the shelter clean. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Please join us for the April 

monthly meeting. This month‟s 

speaker will be Karri Ferron 

from Kalmbach Publishing, 

the publishers of Astronomy, 

Discover and other hobby 

magazines. 

Karri will be talking a little 

bit about how 

Astronomy puts the 

magazine to-

gether (specific 

balance of the 

science and 

hobby), an insight 

into plans for the 

future, and our 

new focus on getting the 

younger generations more 

involved and how the current 

astronomy community can 

help.  

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

April 13th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.  

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe‟s for 

pizza after the meeting. 

Hope you can join us.   

Don‟t forget that regardless 

of the snow, this weekend is 

the Messier Marathon. The 

NPMAS‟s first major viewing 

event will be held once 

again at Neshota Park on 

Saturday, April 2nd. I will be 

there by 5:00pm setting 

things up and 

getting ready. 

The sun will set 

around 7:30pm 

so it would be 

best to arrive 

earlier to set up 

your equipment 

and eat. As al-

You are invited to this year‟s 

NCRAL Convection, being 

held right here in Green Bay 

at the Ramada Inn, 2750 

Ramada Way, Green Bay, 

WI. 

The convention theme is 

aimed at highlighting the 

contributions of amateur as-

tronomers in the North-

Central region. Amateurs are 

the heart of the hobby and 

we look forward to present-

ing some outstanding ama-

teur accomplishments and the 

stories behind them! 

Remember to send in your 

registrations by the end of 

March to receive the early 

registration discount. Regis-

tration cost is $65 per per-

son if post-marked by March 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

top observers were Dick Francini with 

91 objects followed by Gerry Kocken 

with 82. How many can you observe? 

Even though this is potentially an all 

night event you can come and go when 

you like. Just keep your car headlights 

off and use a red flashlight. You can 

bring a telescope, binoculars or just 

yourself and buddy-up with other ob-

servers. 

Please join us for this always-fun 

event!   

The object of this star-party is to try 

and observe as many of the 110 

Messier objects as possible in one 

night.  

The NPMAS will provide an observing 

form for your use and certificates will 

be awarded to everyone who ob-

serves 5 or more objects. Last year‟s 

(Continued from page 1) 

1. Where was the photo taken? 

Place, event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the photo 

taken? 

3. Who are the people in the photo? 

4. What is the thing on the ground 

and where can it be found? 

The answers will be published in next 

edition of The Eyepiece. 
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Messier Marathon, Continued 

The Eyepiece 

April 2011 

3 Saturn is at Opposition 

3 New Moon 

17 Full Moon 

22 Lyrid Meteor Shower Peaks 

May 2011 

3 New Moon 

6 Eta Aquarid Meteor Shower Peaks 

7 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

27° 

11 Venus Passes 0.6° south of Jupiter 

17 Full Moon 

Eye in the Sky 
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31st. After March 31st, it is $75 per 

person. Registration forms can be 

found on the club website or in the 

February edition of The Eyepiece. 

Many exciting events are planned for 

the NCRAL 2011 Convention! Some of 

the highlights are: 

 Jeremy Perez, Keynote 

Speaker—Jeremy is a graphic 

artist who enjoys observing and 

sketching under the dark skies in 

and around Flagstaff, Arizona. He 

is a co-author of Astronomical 

Sketching: A Step-by-Step Intro-

duction, writes and illustrates the 

monthly sketching column "Drawn 

to the Universe". His website, The 

Belt of Venus, is a visual and tech-

nical resource for astronomical 

sketching, and an illustrated re-

cord of his journeys through the 

deep sky and solar system. 

 Duane Clausen, Banquet 

Speaker—Duane Clausen is a self 

taught photographer who has 

focused his camera on the evening 

skies. His photographs of the 

Aurora Borealis have landed him 

(Continued from page 1) on the pages of domestic and 

international magazines, aca-

demic books, television programs, 

national newspapers, music CD 

covers and even wine bottles. He 

has shared his hobby and experi-

ences through presentations for 

students from grade school level 

up to university students. 

 Tours of Parmentier Observa-

tory—Parmentier Observatory 

houses a 30-inch classical Cas-

segrain with a 6-inch Astrophysics 

refractor finder scope housed in a 

two story dome.  

 Tour of Kocken‟s Workshop—

Home of the NPMAS telescope 

building and refurbishing classes. 

Highlights of the tour include an 

1891 10-inch F15 Alvan Clark 

refractor that has been restored.  

 Astronomical Sketching Work-

shop—Jeremy Perez, will be 

leading a fun and engaging 

hands-on astronomical sketching 

workshop at the hotel. Participants 

will learn the techniques of astro-

nomical sketching in this hands-on 

workshop. 

 Anthony Kroes will be giving a 

presentation on the all-amateur 

Puckett Observatory Supernova 

Search. 

 Matt Hissem will be giving a pres-

entation on the Mercury Program 

as well as bringing a life size rep-

lica of a Mercury capsule for at-

tendees to explore. 

 Paul Fjeld will be giving a presen-

tation on astronaut experiences of 

viewing the heavens from Earth 

orbit. 

 NCRAL Annual Meeting 

 Lots of Door Prizes 

 Submit or view entries in our as-

trophotography contest. 

We would love to have everyone 

come out and join us. More information 

and a registration form can be found 

at www.NPMAS.org.  

 

We hope everyone can join us for this 

fun filled weekend!   
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NCRAL 2011, Continued 

Left is a sketch of M42 and M43, the Orion Nebula, make by our keynote speaker, Jeremy Perez. Center is a photograph taken by our banquet 
speaker, Duane Clausen, entitled “Angel in Orion”. Right, “Astronaut” Matt Hissem with his replica of a Mercury Capsule. Photo from Matt Hissem 
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Please welcome our newest club 

member, Mark Wells! Here is a 

brief introduction of him and his 

interests in astronomy. Please 

take a moment to say hi and 

make him feel welcome at the 

next club event. Welcome to the 

club Mark!  

How did you find out about the 

NPMAS?  

I first found out about the group a few 

years ago in an article in the Green 

Bay Press Gazette regarding a tele-

scope viewing open to the public to 

view Mars when it was in the closest to 

Earth in the last "so many years". Last 

year I attended a few monthly meet-

ings and just recently got around to 

paying my dues and officially joining. 

How long have you been interested 

in Astronomy?  

I've been interested in astronomy, 

looking at the stars, since I was a child. 

In my adult life, I have a general inter-

est in astronomy 

just doing some 

reading and view-

ing with a pair of 

20x80 binoculars 

and a Meade 

114mm reflecting 

telescope with 

Autostar. I never have used the 

Autostar feature - I just point and 

view!  

Do you have any particular interest 

like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc?  

I would like to learn more constella-

tions and more about the movement of 

the planets. I know the planets move 

on the ecliptic, but I don't know what 

that means. I don't have a technical 

understanding of astronomy - just an 

avid interest and curiosity. I also would 

like to do some astrophotography. 

Can you tell us a little about your-

self, your work and other interests?  

I live in Allouez with my wife Lynn and 

have two daughters, Dana 23, and 

Lindsey 21. I was born a Yooper, 

but grew up in Gillett, Wisconsin since 

the 4th grade. I majored in music at 

UWGB, worked for Heid Music in 

Green Bay for a number of years, and 

now own a retail shipping and business 

services store called "Pack and Ship" 

in De Pere. I have played in bands 

(sax and drums) pretty much all my life 

and I am still active in a couple of dif-

ferent music groups in the area. I did 

get my private pilot license about 

20 years ago, but have not flown for 

a number of years. 

What do you expect to get out of the 

club?  

I am looking for a deeper understand-

ing of astronomy, telescopes, and also 

the viewing opportunities that the 

group sponsors.   

New Member Welcome Mat 

is difficult to find the entrance in the 

dark. The entrance is a dirt road along 

the fence line on the north end of the 

observing field. The port-a-potty will 

again be available this year.  

The observatory is located east of 

Green Bay just north of highway 29 

about half way to Kewaunee. Maps 

are available at monthly meetings or 

on the website at NPMAS.org. Please 

come out and join 

us!  

We will have more 

information for 

you at the April 

monthly meeting.  

 

The first Parmentier Observing Week-

end of the year will begin in May! It 

will be held on Friday, May 6th and 

Saturday, May 7th. This is also the first 

chance to begin participating in the 

Ron Parmentier Observing Program 

this year.  

For those members that are new to the 

club, Parmentier Observatory, the 

largest private observatory in Wiscon-

sin, houses a 30" Classical Cassegrain 

telescope and a 6" Astrophysics Re-

fractor. The observatory was build by 

founding club member Ron Parmentier. 

Members may view through the 30 

inch or set up their own telescopes in 

the adjoining field. The field is large 

with plenty of room for telescopes.  

It is best to come before nightfall as it 

Parmentier Observing Weekends 

May Edition of  The Eyepiece 
Hi club. Due to our involvement 

with the NCRAL 2011 

convention at the end of April, 

we do not plan to publish a 

May issue of The Eyepiece. 

Publication will continue with the 

June edition. See you all at the 

convention. 

Brian and Ann Chopp   
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It‟s a good thing the Sun is single. Ac-

cording to new research, Sun-like stars 

in close double-star systems “can be 

okay for a few billion years—but then 

they go bad,” says Jeremy Drake of 

the Harvard-Smithsonian Astrophysical 

Observatory in Cambridge, Mass.  

How bad? According to data from 

NASA‟s Spitzer Space Telescope, close 

binary stars can destroy their planets 

along with any life. Drake and four 

colleagues reported the results in the 

September 10, 2010, issue of The As-

trophysical Journal Letters. 

Our Sun, about 864,000 miles across, 

rotates on its axis once in 24.5 days. 

“Three billion years ago, roughly when 

bacteria evolved on Earth, the Sun 

rotated in only 5 days,” explains 

Drake. Its rotation rate has been 

gradually slowing because the solar 

wind gets tangled up in the solar mag-

netic field, and acts as a brake. 

But some sun-like stars occur in close 

pairs only a few million miles apart. 

That‟s only about five times the diame-

ter of each star—so close the stars are 

gravitationally distorted. They are 

actually elongated toward each other. 

They also interact tidally, keeping just 

one face toward the other, as the 

Moon does toward Earth. 

Such a close binary is “a built-in time 

bomb,” Drake declares. The continuous 

loss of mass from the two stars via 

solar wind carries away some of the 

double-star system‟s angular momen-

tum, causing the two stars to spiral 

inward toward each other, orbiting 

faster and faster as the distance 

shrinks. When each star‟s rotation pe-

riod on its axis is the same as its or-

bital period around the other, the pair 

effectively rotates as a single body in 

just 3 or 4 days. 

Then, watch out! Such fast spinning 

intensifies the magnetic dynamo inside 

each star. The stars “generate bigger, 

stronger „star spots‟ 5 to 10 percent 

the size of the star—so big they can 

be detected from Earth,” Drake says. 

“The stars also interact magnetically 

very violently, shooting out monster 

flares.” 

Worst of all, the decreasing distance 

between the two stars “changes the 

gravitational resonances of the plane-

tary system,” Drake continued, desta-

bilizing the orbits of any planets cir-

cling the pair. Planets may be so 

strongly perturbed they are sent into 

collision paths. As they repeatedly 

slam into each other, they shatter into 

red-hot asteroid-sized bodies, killing 

any life. In as short as a century, the 

repeated collisions pulverize the plan-

ets into a ring of warm dust. 

The infrared glow from this pulverized 

debris is what Spitzer has seen in some 

self-destructing star systems. Drake 

and his colleagues now want to exam-

ine a much bigger sample of binaries 

to see just how bad double star sys-

tems really are. 

They‟re already sure of one thing: 

“We‟re glad the Sun is single!” 

Read more about these findings at the 

NASA Spitzer site at 

www.spitzer.caltech.edu/news/1182-

ssc2010-07-Pulverized-Planet-Dust-

May-Lie-Around-Double-Stars . For 

kids, the Spitzer Concentration game 

shows a big collection of memorable 

(if you‟re good at the game) images 

from the Spitzer Space Telescope. Visit 

space-

place.nasa.gov/en/kids/spitzer/conce

ntration/.   

This article was provided by the Jet Pro-

pulsion Laboratory, California Institute 

of Technology, under a contract with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration. 

Thank Goodness the Sun is Single 
By Trudy E. Bell 

Planetary collisions such as shown in this artist‟s rendering could be quite common in binary star sys-
tems where the stars are very close. 
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A pair of robotic explorers reached 

key milestones in their exploration of 

our solar system in March. 

First, the New Horizons space craft 

crossed the orbit of Uranus on March 

18th. The spacecraft is en route to the 

dwarf planet Pluto and it‟s three 

moons, Charon, Nix and Hydra.  It is 

scheduled to arrive at Pluto in July, 

2015. This will be a fly-by mission of 

Pluto and the first craft to explore 

Pluto up close. 

After passing Pluto, scientists hope to 

have New Horizons visit other yet to 

be determined Kuiper Belt objects. 

The primary goals of the New Hori-

zons mission is to characterize the 

global geology and morphology of 

Pluto and Charon, map chemical com-

positions of Pluto and Charon surfaces 

and characterize the neutral (non-

ionized) atmosphere of Pluto and it‟s 

escape rate. 

Second, the MESSENGER spacecraft 

arrived at Mercury on March 17th and 

is now in orbit around the innermost 

planet. 

While Mercury is one of the closest 

plants to Earth, it 

has remained rela-

tively unexplored 

compared to the 

other planets in the 

solar system. It is 

difficult to photo-

graph Mercury with 

land based tele-

scopes due the fact 

that the planet does 

not venture far from 

the Sun from our 

point of view. Mer-

cury only has a few 

viewing times, be-

fore sunrise or 

shortly after sunset. 

It is rare that the 

seeing is right, the 

air is clear and re-

searchers are able 

to look through less turbulent atmos-

phere.  

Opportunities to photograph Mercury 

from space are also limited because 

light sensitive equipment, such as the 

Hubble Space Telescope, are not al-

lowed to look at objects close to the 

Sun, such as Mercury or Venus. This 

restriction has been established to 

avoid the possibility of an accidental 

pointing error causing too much light to 

fall upon an instrument. 

MESSENGER had already 

visited Mercury three times 

before entering orbit during 

gravity assist flybys.  These 

were done to slow down the 

craft so that it could enter 

orbit during its fourth encoun-

ter.  MESSENGER made sev-

eral discoveries during the 

first few encounters including 

large amounts of water in 

Mercury‟s exosphere and 

evidence of past volcanic 

activity. 

MESSENGER will continue to 

orbit Mercury and using a suite 

of seven scientific instruments, 

MESSENGER will observe Mercury in 

unprecedented detail for the next 12 

months. MESSENGER will map Mer-

cury‟s surface and learn more about its 

atmosphere, composition, geology and 

magnetic field.   

Are We There Yet? 
By Brian Chopp 

Artist rendering of the New Horizons spacecraft arriving at 
Pluto. Photo from NASA 

The image on the left is the first image released by MESSENGER of Mercury from orbit. The dominant rayed crater in the 
upper portion of the image is Debussy. The image on the right was taken using MESSENGER‟s wide angle camera through 11 
narrow band filters.  Credit: NASA/Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory/Carnegie Institution of Washington  



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 
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Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 
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Awards Coordinator 
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Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 
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Membership 
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Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 
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Bob Lundt 
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920-750-3244 
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Dick Francini 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able. Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements. 

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


