
ends and 

other 

observing 

week-

ends like 

POW. 

The Board generally meets 

once every other month but 

can be more often during 

special events, such as Ein-

stein Science Expo or prepa-

ration for next year’s sched-

ule.  Board members must 

attend at least half of all 

meetings held. 

This is a great opportunity to 

get involved with the Soci-

ety.  The Board is not a diffi-

cult job, nor does it require 

any special skills or talents, 

just a love of astronomy and 

a desire to make NPMAS the 

best club it can be.  Elections 

will be held at the October 

8th meeting.  

So please, nominate yourself 

or someone you know for the 

Board.  If you need more 

information on the Board, 

please talk to any current or 

past Board member.  They'll 

be happy to answer any 

questions.   

Please join us for the August 

monthly meeting.  This 

month’s speaker will be Tony 

Kroes.  He will giving a talk 

entitled Astrophotography—

Part 2.  The talk will cover 

computer software that can 

be used for processing astro-

photos as well as other as-

tronomy related software 

such as 

those for 

star chart-

ing, 

ephemeris, 

moon 

mapping 

and more.   

We will also start taking 

nominations for the NPMAS 

board of directors.  The elec-

tion will be held during the 

October meeting. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

August 10th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.   

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting.  

Hope you can join us.   

It is election time for the 

NPMAS Board of Directors!  

We will be starting the proc-

ess this month by accepting 

nominations of members will-

ing and able to serve on the 

board.  Nominations can be 

made starting at the August 

general membership meeting 

and will be taken  through 

the September 14th general 

membership meeting. 

So what is the Board and 

what do they do?  It consists 

of nine elected individuals 

who serve for a two year 

term.  The new term begins 

on November 1st.  Each 

elected Board member must 

be at least 18 years old and 

a member in good standing.  

What responsibilities does 

the Board have?  The main 

duties of the Board consist of 

managing the affairs of the 

society and developing and 

scheduling society activities.  

The biggest of these is to 

create the yearly schedule 

including the selection of 

topics and speakers for the 

monthly meetings, scheduling 

public outreach events such 

as the Einstein Science Expo 

and public observing week-
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August 2011 

5 Asteroid Vesta is at Opposition 

13 Full Moon 

13 Perseid Meteor Shower Peaks 

22 Neptune is at Opposition 

28 New Moon 

September 2011 

3 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

18° 

12 Full Moon 

16 Ceres is at Opposition 

23 Autumnal Equinox 

25 Uranus is at Opposition 

27 New Moon 

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? Place, 

event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the photo 

taken? 

3. Who is the person looking through the 

telescope? 

4. What NPMAS activity happened 12 

days after this event? 

 

Photo by Mark Weyenberg of the News 

Chronicle 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 

1.  Question: What size telescope is this? 

Answer: It is a 16 inch f3.8 Newtonian telescope. 

2.   Question: When was this telescope built? 

Answer: The telescope was built ca. 1961-1962. 

3.  Question: Who built this telescope? 

Answer: The telescope was built by VernonScope. The mirror was 

made by NPMAS member Ron Parmentier. The full thickness (3”) 

mirror was tested to 1/9th wave. 

4.  Question: Who almost purchased this telescope in 1994? 

Answer: Ron Parmentier. The telescope was advertised for sale in 

the August 1994 Starry Messenger in California mounted on a 

trailer/observing plat-

form. It included the fork 

mount, 11 inch Byers 

drive, rotating tube, Tel-

rad, and accessories for 

the price of $4,500 with 

trailer or $4,100 without 

trailer.  Ron ultimately 

did not buy the telescope 

even after some per-

suading to do so. 
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A while back I wrote an article about 

my interest in finding Astronomical 

League programs I could do from my 

driveway at my house with my smaller 

telescope. I just completed the AL As-

teroid program; it certainly fits this 

description. Below is a brief overview 

of the program.  

Let me start by saying I still enjoy tak-

ing my 16” scope to a really dark 

location where you can see amazing 

detail in faint galaxies and I can try to 

observe some of those super difficult, 

“bet you can’t get this one” objects. 

But there are also many times that this 

is impractical due to weather and time 

and family constraints. If I had a pro-

gram with objects I could see from my 

house, there would be many more op-

portunities to get out and observe. 

Generally these tend to be shorter 

periods of time so using my 8” scope 

which is on wheels and can be rolled 

out on my driveway and be ready to 

use in a few minutes really fits the bill.  

My skies at my house in Lawrence are 

decent looking to the South and East 

and at the zenith (5.0 to 5.4 magni-

tude on good nights), a bit poorer to 

the West and Southwest due to an 

Appleton light dome and very poor to 

the North due to a huge Green Bay 

light dome (I generally only observe 

objects in the darker portion of my 

sky). As a result, these programs 

should include brighter objects, with 

few dim deep sky objects. Some of the 

programs I’ve completed that fall into 

this category are the Double Star, 

Planetary Observing, Earth Orbiting 

Satellite, Urban, Lunar I and Lunar II 

observing programs. I’m now adding 

the Asteroid program to this list and 

plan on starting the new Carbon Star 

and Variable Star programs which 

should also be good programs to at-

tempt from a somewhat light polluted 

location. 

The Asteroid program has two levels; 

observe 25 (silver level) or 100 (gold 

level). Of course you need to do the 

gold level to get the pin. You are re-

quired to draw the field with as many 

stars as possible and indicate the as-

teroid’s position and then observe it a 

second time so you can indicate its new 

position and path on your drawing. 

Make sure you look at its old position 

to make sure it moved.  If there is still 

a “star” at your old position you made 

a mistake, your asteroid was actually 

a star. Use as low a power as possible 

so you have a fairly wide field draw-

ing.  This will allow you three to five 

days (in most cases) to observe it 

again and not require you to redraw 

a new field next to your old drawing. 

When I first started the program, I 

thought, how interesting can it be to 

observe 100 asteroids? But once you 

realize you are looking at fairly small 

objects quite a few miles away from 

Earth, mostly in the Asteroid Belt be-

tween Mars and Jupiter, with a smaller 

telescope and you can watch them 

actually move across the sky from 

night to night, it becomes an interesting 

experience. 

This program does require some sort 
(Continued on page 4) 

Asteroid Program 
By Dick Francini 

The Eyepiece Editor Wanted 
Hi club. After almost four years as editors of The Eyepiece, Ann and I are 

looking to move on to new things. Therefore, the NPMAS board of directors is 

looking for member(s) that would be willing to take over as editor(s). If you 

would be interested in taking on this important position, please contact 

Katrina DeWitt at president@npmas.com. 

The newsletter is an important part of the club.  It’s a key form of communica-

tion, keeping members informed of events going on within the club, particu-

larly for those that aren’t able to attend monthly meeting.  The job does take 

some time each month to put the edition together but is very rewarding.  I 

would be happy to pass on any article, files, etc. that I have to the next edi-

tor. 

Ann and I will remain on through the remainder of the year if need be. We 

would like to thank everyone for the support that they've given us these past 

years. We have always received nothing but positive comments and “thank 

yous” from club member and have always appreciated this.   

earliest chapter of our solar system. 

The data also will help pave the way 

for future human space missions. 

Dawn, which launched in September 

2007, is on track to become the first 

spacecraft to orbit two solar system 

destinations beyond Earth. The mission 

to Vesta and Ceres is managed by 

NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 

Pasadena, CA. 

(Continued on page 5) 

NASA's Dawn spacecraft became the 

first probe ever to enter orbit around 

an object in the main asteroid belt 

between Mars and Jupiter on Satur-

day, July 16th. 

Dawn will study the asteroid, named 4 

Vesta, for a year before departing 

for a second destination, the dwarf 

planet 1 Ceres, in July 2012. Obser-

vations will provide unprecedented 

data to help scientists understand the 

Dawn Arrives at Vesta 
From Jet Propulsion Laboratory and NASA 
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of sky program if you plan on doing 

the gold level. A program will give 

you exact locations from night to night 

and allow you to make a list of poten-

tial candidates to go after. I made 

sure I did not do the same asteroid 

twice by simply making a numerical list 

of the asteroid numbers I already ob-

served. An example is 1036 Gany-

(Continued from page 3) med which I mention in the review be-

low.  Other familiar ones are 1 Ceres, 

2 Pallas, 3 Juno, 4 Vesta, etc.. Aster-

oids are numbered roughly by discov-

ery date and there are over 282,000 

numbered asteroids! My highest was 

1036 Ganymed. I ended up getting 

29 of the top 30 numbered asteroids. 

Go for the brightest ones first! 

Below is a write up of the methodol-

ogy I used and a few comments about 

the program. I’ve started doing this 

after I complete a program and submit 

it with all the observations. If you read 

this over you will probably get a bet-

ter flavor for what the program entails 

and what issues I encountered while 

doing the program.   

Asteroid Program, Continued 

COMMENTS ABOUT THE ASTEROID PROGRAM 

This turned out to be a more interesting program than I expected. It is fun to watch the objects move across the sky (and 

through your drawing from night to night). I was amazed just now many asteroids are visible and how many are in each 

constellation near the ecliptic. Often there were multiple asteroids from my list in close proximity. Most fell near the ecliptic 

with the exception of my last asteroid, 1036 Ganymed which was in Cygnus, nowhere near the ecliptic and moving faster 

than the others I observed (two nights to cross a 1 ½ degree field), an obvious oddball. This one turns out to be a Near 

Earth Asteroid, in fact the largest and brightest NEO (Near Earth Object) which will be closest to us in mid October of 

2011 and brightening from a fairly bright 11th mag to around 8.7 at that time in Trianglum (about 0.359 AU from Earth). 

Interestingly, it was my last object! I’m assuming all my other 99 observations were asteroids from the Asteroid Belt. 

All observations were from my house in Lawrence WI (44.39N and 88.12W) under fairly transparency conditions 

(generally 5.0 to 5.4 limiting mag under good conditions in the darker portion of my sky). Seeing was generally fair, 

average, or good (4, 3, or 2 on a 5 point scale). I generally don’t observe if transparency or seeing is poor. I was 

surprised you were not required to give seeing and transparency readings on each observation like all other AL programs. 

I’m guessing that for these observations they are not as critical. Most observations were made with no moon, as any moon 

decreased the number of background stars visible naked eye and thus made star hops much longer. All were made with an 

8” scope, mostly with a 27mm eyepiece (at 45X) allowing for a wide 1 ½ degree field for my drawings. I did have to 

occasionally go to higher power (94X) for dimmer asteroids (near 12.5 mag), during poor sky conditions, or in very 

crowded fields (see close-ups in crowded fields). I tried to draw my pictures so I would have the maximum amount of time 

to get back and do a second observation before it left my drawing, generally 3 to 5 nights. 

I did the observations in small batches of 5 to 8 at a time, as I was always concerned the weather would make it 

impossible to get back for a timely second observation. I did lose some observations due to weather, but not as many as I 

expected. My drawings indicate two locations and the path with a dotted line. I did check each one to make sure the 

asteroid was no longer at the position from observation number one, confirming that it had actually moved between 

observations. Being able to see that the object had moved is what really made the observations interesting.    

I used the program Guide 8.0 to get exact locations from night to night. It was exactly correct on all 200 observations! It 

also gives you a list of all asteroids over a certain magnitude for that night and color codes them based on not visible, 

visible but low in the sky, and visible and well placed for observing; very helpful! I arbitrarily choose a minimum magnitude 

of 12.5 as a brightness I thought would be workable with an 8” scope under my sky conditions. This worked perfectly, 

giving me enough well placed asteroids to finish the program in just over one year, 13 months to be exact. 

Using the Guide 8.0 program gave me an unexpected benefit, star hopping was much easier than the tradition use of star 

charts like Uranometria. You are able turn the field to match the orientation in your eyepiece so which direction to go was 

not a question, and you have far more star patterns to work with as you move over toward the object. This is something I 

may do more in the future when power is available. Using Guide 8.0 while doing this program made it a breeze, without 

the program it would have been nearly impossible.  

All in all it was an enjoyable program that fit well with my attempts to find programs I can do from home with an easy 

setup scope. My 8” is probably getting at least as much use as my 16” these days! It’s actually getting enough use to 

consider having the mirror re-coated.   
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Dawn’s journey to the asteroid belt, 

spanning about eight years from 

launch to completion of data return, is 

made possible by ion propulsion. Ini-

tially tested and proven successful on 

(Continued from page 3) NASA’s Deep Space 1 mission, this 

innovative technology is now applied 

for the first time in the design and im-

plementation of a dedicated scientific 

space flight with the Dawn mission. Ion 

propulsion allows Dawn to undertake 

a bold and important mission 

that would be unaffordable—

and even impossible—with a 

more conventional propulsion 

system. Two large solar panels, 

stretching approximately 19.7 

meters (65 feet) from tip to tip, 

collect energy from the Sun. 

Within the ion engine, the en-

ergy then ionizes the onboard 

fuel, xenon, accelerating the 

ions—which, in turn, accelerate 

the spacecraft.  

If you would like to try your 

hand at finding an asteroid 

through the telescope, Ceres 

and Vesta make great first tar-

gets.  They are the brightest two 

asteroids in the night sky and easily 

visible through binoculars if you know 

where to look.   

Both Ceres and Vesta are currently 

visible in the night sky.  Vesta can be 

found in the constellation Capricornus.  

It will reach opposition on August 5th 

at a magnitude of 5.6.  Ceres is a little 

further east in the constellation Aquar-

ius.  You will have to wait up a little 

later to see it.  It is currently at about 

magnitude 8.4 but will brighten to 

magnitude 7.6 when it reaches opposi-

tion on September 16th. 

Sky & Telescope has maps available 

on-line showing the position of both 

asteroids.  They can be found at 

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/obs

erving/objects/asteroids/122249184.

html.   
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Dawn, Continued 

NASA's Dawn spacecraft obtained this image with its 
framing camera on July 9, 2011. It was taken from a 
distance of about 26,000 miles (41,000 kilometers) 
away from the protoplanet Vesta. Each pixel in the 
image corresponds to roughly 2.4 miles (3.8 kilometers). 
Image credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech/UCLA/MPS/DLR/IDA 

Y  M  R  P  S  Y  C  H  E  F  A  J   

G  E  S  E  P  M  U  E  I  L  T  U   

I  V  I  E  G  E  R  I  A  O  M  N   

T  I  R  M  E  L  A  S  E  R  A  O   

H  C  E  A  S  P  A  L  L  A  S  H   

E  T  N  D  E  O  I  R  I  S  S  Y   

T  O  E  D  O  M  V  E  S  T  A  G   

I  R  C  I  M  E  T  I  S  R  L  I   

S  I  E  E  U  N  O  M  I  A  I  E   

P  A  R  T  H  E  N  O  P  E  A  A   

A  H  E  F  O  R  T  U  N  A  I  E   

A  S  S  H  E  B  E  F  R  A  T  S 

1 Ceres 

2 Pallas 

3 Juno 

4 Vesta 

5 Astraea 

6 Hebe 

7 Iris 

8 Flora 

9 Metis 

10 Hygiea 

 

Asteroid Word Search 

11 Parthenope 

12 Victoria 

13 Egeria 

14 Irene 

15 Eunomia 

16 Psyche 

17 Thetis 

18 Melpomene 

19 Fortuna 

20 Massalia 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 
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Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Rep 

Observatory Key Holders 
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Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Katrina DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

 

Gerry Kocken 

Scott Thompson 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-

terial in The Eyepiece may be 

reprinted for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer.  The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 
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2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


